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OUR    SUMMER  NUMBER. 

The  Publisher  of  this  journal  has  recently  issued  a  card 
which  may  strike  some  who  are  looking  after  advertising 
ideas.  It  is  a  four-page  "  folder,"  and  the  front  pagejbears 
the  following : — 

A  Good  Inset 

Is  one  of  the  best  advertisements.  Make  it  a  price-list 
if  possible,  with  engravings  where  necessary.  An 
illustration  and  a  price  go  nearly  all  the  way  to  get 
an  order— the  rest  of  the  way  is  the  need  of  the  buyer. 
Circulars  and  handbills  also  make  good  Insets.  The 
best  medium  for  distributing  these  is  the  Summer 
Number  of 

"  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 

to  bi  published  on  July  30,  1898.  If  you  have  a  hand- 
bill which  you  would  like  to  sample  the  trade  with, 
please  send  us  a  specimen,  and  we  will  design  a  plan 
for  distributing  it. 

Advertisers  to  the  trade  will  please  note  the  contents  of  the 
card,  and  address  the  Publisher  for  further  particulars. 


Summary. 


The  Latest  Store-peices  are  mentioned  on  p.  36. 

These  is  a  good  formula  for  beef-and-iron  wine  on  p.  40. 

Me.  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  W.  Ideis  have  celebrated  their  silver 
wedding  (p.  37). 

The  Feench  Law  applicable  to  the  sale  of  poisons  is 
summarised  on  p.  40. 

It  is  possible  to  extract  humour  from  the  new  B.P. 
There  are  samples  on  p.  56. 

A  Method  of  testing  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  by  potassium 
chlorate  is  described  on  p.  59. 

Duty-fbee  samples  of  perfumed  spirits  may  now  be 
exported  by  parcel-post  (p.  65). 

We  report  upon  the  English  herb-crops,  which  in  some 
instances  are  good,  in  others  poor  (p.  66). 

It  is  not  safe  for  chemists  to  give  naughty  boys  a  draught 
from  a  bitter  cup  when  they  annoy  them  (p.  35). 

Geeman  Doctoes  in  Congress  assembled  have  voted 
against  women  entering  "  the  profession  "  (p.  41). 

Me.  E.  J.  Parry  comments  upon  and  criticises  the  new 
B.P.  characters  and  tests  for  essential  oils  (p.  54). 

The  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill  has  been  read  a 
second  time  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Thursday  (p.  70). 

The  Stocks  of  Deugs  in  London  warehouses  are  given 
on  p.  66,  and  comment  upon  them  in  an  editorial  (p.  53). 

The  process  of  getting  a  birth-certificate  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Pharmaceutical  examiners  is  described  on  p.  58. 

Our  Cape  Coeeespondent  sends  a  few  news  items  which 
include  one  regarding  the  adoption  of  the  B.P.  out  there 
(p.  41). 

A  Legacy  of  2,000^.  has  been  left  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Benevolent  Fund.  The  Orphan  Fund  is  in  need  of  orphans 
(p.  42). 

Mr.  Lunan  challenges  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Martindale's 
conclusions  regarding  the  strength  of  liq.  strych.  hydro- 
chlor,  (p.  61). 

The  finally-arranged  programme  for  the  coming  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Belfast  is 
given  (p.  38). 

Messes.  Watson  Will  and  G.  T.  Branch  report  on  some 
samples  of  kino  from  Malabar,  and  discuss  the  methods  of 
drying  (p.  57). 

The  Beitish  Phaemacopceia  is  now  in  force  in  th<s 
Midlands,  where  the  Chemists'  Association  has  moved  in  the 
matter  (p.  36). 

A  Queen's  Bench  Court  has  refused  Mr.  Glyn-Jones'.s 
application  for  a  mandamus  calling  on  the  Magistrate  to 
state  a  case  in  his  lime-water  prosecution  (pp.  51  and  46). 

A  Member  of  Parliament  informs  us  that  the  House 
of  Commons  is  much  surprised  that  the  Poisons  Bill  should 
have  passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  with  practically  no 
comment  (p.  45). 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Beitain  have  resolved  to  oppose  the  Poisons  Bill. 
The  President  says  it  undermines  the  princ  ipleof  the  Phar- 
macy Act  (p.  42). 

The  Poisonous  Substances  Bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  on  Friday  of  last 
week.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  amended  the  schedule  by 
inserting  the  word  "liquid"  before  "carbolic  acid  "  (p.  70). 

Teade  is  Impeoving  slightly.  There  are  a  few  changes 
in  prices.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  firmer ;  so  are  opium 
and  quinine.  Morphia  is  dearer.  Eserine  and  phenazone 
are  cheaper ;  honey  is  abundant  and  cheap.  Kola  is  flat, 
quassia  also,  and  both  are  easier.  Cloves  and  pepper  have 
been  goiDg  higher  during  the  week.  Diug-.< ales  were  held 
on  Thursday,  and  are  reported  on  p.  68. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Midland  Chemists  and  the  B.P. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association 
has  sent  a  letter  to  all  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
the  district,  advising  them  that  at  a  special  Council  meeting 
of  the  Association,  held  at  Mason  University  College,  it  had 
been  resolved  that  all  prescriptions  written  on  and  after 
July  1,  1898,  should  be  dispensed  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  1898  Pfiarmacopceia,  unless  otherwise 
specified,  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  notify  the  medical 
profession  of  this  important  resolution.  At  the  same  time 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  following  important  changes  in  the 
new  work : — 

Tr.  belladonnoe    Twice  strength 

Tr.  nucis  vomicae     ...       ...       ...  Twice  strength 

Tr.  podophylli    Twice  strength 

Tr.  chlorof.  et  morphin   Four  times  strength 

of  morphia 

Aq.  chloroformi    ...  Half  strength 

Inj.  morphin.  hypoderm.  ...  .     ...  Half  strength 

Store-prices. 

The  following  alterations  in  prices  are  taken  from  the  July 
price-list  of  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Association  : — ■ 

Advanced. — St.  Jacob's  oil  from  Is.  Uhd.  to  2s.  Ohd. ;  vapo- 
cresoline  from  11(7.  to  Is. ;  Eoger  &  Gallet's  Parma  violets  from 
Is.  6£<Z.  to  Is.  7hd.,  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  Id.,  and  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  10hl. 

Reduced. — Acid,  citric,  from  Is.  bd.  to  Is.  id.  per  lb.  ;  sulphate 
of  quinine  (Howards')  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  4d.  per  1-oz.  bottle; 
accouchement-sheets  (single  texture)  from  5s.  9d.  to  5s.  Zd., 
(double  texture)  from  8s.  id.  to  7s.  6d. 

Additions. — Sanitas  (crude),  per  bottle,  10.W. ;  Sanitas  toilet- 
soap,  per  box  of  three  tablets,  Is.  Id. ;  Burroughs,  Wellcome  & 
Co.'s  tabloids,  ferruginous  (Blaud),  per  bottle  of  100,  10<7. ;  peptonic, 
per  bottle  of  25,  Shd.  ;  saccharin,  per  bottle  of  500,  2s.  4rf. ;,  saxine, 
per  bottle  of  100,  Id. ;  per  bottle  of  200,  Is.  0^d. 

Coroner  on  the  Sale  of  Carbolic  Acid. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  South  Shields  on  June  30,  concern- 
ing the  death  of  a  ship-carpenter  who  had  taken  a  quantity 
of  carbolic  acid,  the  deputy-coroner  (Mr.  A.  T.  Shepherd)  and 
the  doctor  who  gave  evidence  (Dr.  White)  made  some  severe 
strictures  on  the  loose  way  in  which  the  acid  was  sold.  Dr. 
White  pointed  out  that  ironmongers  could  sell  the  acid, 
and  that  suicides  from  it  were  on  the  increase.  The  Coroner 
said  the  sooner  something  was  done  in  the  way  of  restriction 
the  better,  as  in  the  present  state  of  things  it  could  be 
bought  by  anybody  and  sold  by  anybody. 

Drank  it  in  the  Shop. 

A  young  girl  went  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Little' 
chemist,  Attercliffe,  Sheilield,  last  week,  and  a3ked  to  be 
supplied  with  a  pennyworth  of  laudanum  for  toothache. 
Directly  she  got  the  laudanum  she  drank  it.  Mr.  Little  took 
the  bottle  from  her  and  put  her  out  of  the  shop.  He  then 
followed  the  girl  to  the  house  where  she  was  in  service,  and 
informed  her  mistress,  who  administered  an  emetic,  and  no 
harm  resulted.  The  girl  was  brought  before  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  and  charged  with  attempted  suicide,  but  on 
promising  not  to  repeat  the  offence  she  was  dismissed. 

Drank  it  in  the  Street. 

An  inquest  was  held  by  the  Rotherham  Coroner  on  June  29 
respecting  the  death  of  a  stonemasoD,  who  had  committed 
suicide  by  drinking  laudanum.  Wm.  Henry  Lamb,  manager 
for  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited),  stated  that  deceased  came  into 
his  shop  and  asked  for  1  oz.  of  laudanum.  As  he  only 
had  2d.,  he  gave  him  J  oz. ;  but  if  he  had  had  the 
money  he  should  not  have  given  him  1  oz.  There  was  no 
law  to  prevent  him  selling  1  oz.  to  a  person  if  he  thought 
proper ;  but  it  was  not  usual  to  sell  1  oz.  of  laudanum 
without  making  inquiries.  Deceased  had  drunk  the  laudanum 
about  ten  minutes  after  he  left  the  shop,  and  the  quantity 
taken   was   3  dr.     A  constable  stated  that  he  found 


deceased  in  a  dazed  condition  in  the  street.  He  took  him 
into  a  shop,  where  an  emetic  was  given,  and  the  man  was 
removed  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  the  same  alternoon. 
Verdict  of  suicide  while  temporarily  insane. 

Charge  of  Cruelty  Dismissed. 

At  Oldham  Police  Court,  on  June  30,  Mr.  F.  Sutcliffe, 
chemist,  Rochdale  Road,  was  summoned  by  the  police  for 
cruelty  to  a  dog.  According  to  the  evidence  for  the 
prosecution,  Mr.  Sutcliffe  threw  some  liquid  ammonia  over 
two  dogs  fighting  in  the  street  near  his  shop,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  eye  of  one  of  the  dogs  was  destroyed  and  the 
dog  had  to  be  killed.  For  the  defence  it  was  contended  that 
Mr.  Sutcliffe,  with  the  humane  intention  of  separating  the 
dogs,  threw  a  small  quantity  of  diluted  ammonia,  which 
missed  them,  however,  and  in  any  case  the  liquid  was  not 
'  strong  enough  to  injure  the  eye  so  seriously  ;  it  must  have 
been  injured  in  the  fight.  After  hearing  the  evidence  the 
Bench  dismissed  the  case.  x 

Society  of  Arts  Medals. 

Silver  medals  have  been  awarded  to  Dr.  Samuel  Rideal  for 
his  paper  on  "  The  Purification  of  Sewage  by  Bacteria,"  and 
to  Professor  rJ.  A.  E^ing,  F.R.S.,  for  his  paper  on  "Linde's 
Method  of  Producing  Extreme  Cold  and  Liquefying  Air." 

A  Sporting  Chemist. 

Mr.  George  Triggs  (23),  a  chemist's  assistant,  of  Glynn 
Road,  Clapton  Park,  bought  a  [horse  for  a  friend  on  Friday 
last,  and  was  subsequently  seen  with  the  animal  on  the  pave- 
ment at  Ball's  Pond  Road,  endeavouring  to  make  it 
jump  some  rails.  Queer  place  for  a  steeplechase  thought 
P.C.  364J,  so  he  went  to  inquire  ;  and  he  came  to  the 
conclusion,  from  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Triggs  was 
astride  the  horse  and  other  peculiarities,  that  the  rider  was 
not  sober.  The  constable  rcalled  upon  Mr.  Triggs  to  come 
down  ;  and  then  so  satisfied  was  he  that  something  stronger 
than  soda-water  was  at  the  base  of  it  all  that  he  charged 
him  with  being  drunk  in  charge  of  a  horse.  The  prisoner 
did  not  deny  the  charge,  and  was  fined  10s. 

The  Mysterious  Bitter  Cup. 

At  Richmond  Police  Court,  on  June  30,  Alexander  Charles 
Duke,  chemist,  221  Lower  Mortlake  Road,  Richmond,  was 
summoned  for  assaulting  a  boy,-  11  years  of  age,  named 
George  Bates.  The  boy  was  swinging  on  the  iron  shop-blind 
of  Mr.  Duke's  shop,  thereby  causing  the  proprietor  consider- 
able annoyance.  Mr.  Duke  caught  him,  to  )k  him  into  his  back 
shop,  and  made  him  drink  a  draught  of  infusion  of  quassia. 
Bates  told  his  father,  who  took  his  son  to  Dr.  Nichols  the  same- 
evening.  The  doctor  examined  him,  but  could  not  say  there 
was  anything  the  matter  beyond  the  fact  that  there  were 
evidences  that  he  had  taken  a  large  medicinal  dose,  although 
some  of  the  symptoms  might  have  been  due  to  fear.  If  a 
quarter  of  a  glass  of  infusion  of  quassia  were  given  the  lad 
it  would  probably  have  the  effect  of  giving  him  an  appetite, 
and  would  certainly  cure  a  boy  of  swinging  on  a  blind.  The 
father  of  the  plaintiff  went  to  defendant  and  asked  what  he 
had  given  his  son  to  drink,  but  defendant  refused  to  tell 
him,  so  these  proceedings  were  instituted.  For  the  defence, 
Mr.  Lay  said  he  thought  that  the  case  was  hardly  one  that 
should  have  been  brought  into  court.  What  happened  was 
that  the  defendant  offered  the  lad  a  third  of  a  glass  of 
quassia-infusion,  and  told  him  that  he  must  either  drink  that 
or  he  would  send  for  the  police.  Thereupon  •  the  lad. 
swallowed  the  draught  and  bolted  out .  of  the  shop.  The 
Bench,  after  consideration,  fined  defendant  20s.  and  the 
costs,  including  doctors'  fees. 

Be  Sure  it  is  Beeeham's. 
The  police  at  Stalybridge  are  looking  for  a  person  who.  it 
is  alleged,,  has  swindled  a  number. of  .local  .tradesmen  by 
obtaining  money  for  advertisements  in  a  local  euide,  which 
he  represented  was  being'  published  by  Mr.  Beecham,  the 
well-known  patent-medicine  proprietor.  The  charges  made 
in  each  case  were  exceedingly  low,  and  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  getting  the  number  of  local  advertisements  he  stated  he 
required.  In  many  cases  payment  was  made  in  advance  to 
secure  certain  advantages.  Suspicion  being  aroused,  Mr. 
Beecham  was  communicated  with,  and  then  it  was  found 
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■that  the  whole  thing  was  an  impudent  fraud.  It  is  estimated 
that  in  Stalybridge  alone  the  man  obtained  from  5/.  to  6/. 

A  First  Offender. 

Before  Mr.  Alderman  Smallman,  at  the  Guildhall,  on 
.July  2,  Robert  Christian  Leighton  Harrison  (35),  described 
as  a  traveller,  living  at  Montpelier  Cottage,  Leighton 
Grove,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.,  was  charged  with  embezzling 
various  sums  of  money,  amounting  to  45/.,  received  by 
him  on  behalf  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart 
&  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  38  and  39  Snow  Hill,  E  C.  The 
accused,  in  pleading  guilty,  said  he  never  had  any  intention 
of  keeping  the  money,  and  that  he  was  about  to  leave  for 
Sunderland,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  money  in  order 
that  he  might  refund  it,  when  he  was  arrested.  Mr.  Alder- 
man Smallman  dealt  with  the  esse  under  the  First  Offenders 
Act,  and  bound  the  prisoner  over  in  one  surety  of  50Z.  to 
'oome  up  for  judgment  if  called  upon.  Addressing  the 
prosecutor's  manager,  the  Alderman  said  he  did  not  like 
the  idea  of  threats  being  made  to  accused  persons  that  unless 
they  pay  by  a  certain  time  they  would  be  given  into  custody. 
That  might  be  construed  into  compounding  a  felony. 

Silver-wedding  Presentation. 

On  Saturday  morning,  July  2,  at  the  Camden  Town  works 
of  Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.  (Limited),  a  pair  of  handsome  silver 
candelabra  was  presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  by 
■the  employes  of  Idris  &  Co.  (Limited),  in  recognition  of 
their  silver  wedding.  The  function  took  place  in  the  yard, 
where,  on  their  appearance,  the  assembled  employes  greeted 
their  chief  and  his  wife  with  unbounded  enthusiasm.  Miss 
White,  on  behalf  of  the  young  ladies  of  the  establishment, 
having  presented  Mrs.  Idris  with  a  handsome  bouquet,  Mr. 
•Griffith  explained  that  the  presentation  had  only  been 
suggested  on  the  previous  Monday,  but  so  heartily  and 
unanimously  had  the  idea  been  taken  up  that  it  was  easily 
evident  how  greatly  the  staff  admired  Mr.  Idris's  sound 
commercial  knowledge,  his  sense  of  justice,  and  his  uniform 
kindness.  It  was  a  happy  circumstance  that  the  founding 
of  the  firm  had  been  almost  synchronous  with  the  event  they 
were  now  celebrating.  The  workpeople  were  proud  of  the 
public  honours  their  chief  had  gained,  and  should  he  be  re- 
turned to  Parliament,  it  was  no  more  than  his  merits 
warranted.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  Simpson  and  Mr.  Hussey  then 
made  the  presentation,  and  begged  its  acceptance  as  a  token 
of  affection  and  respect,  and  they  trusted  the  recipients 
would,  for  a  great  many  years  to  come,  live  to  enjoy  the 
great  success  of  the  firm  during  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  Mr.  Idris,  in  reply,  said  the  gift  had  taken  him 
completely  by  surprise,  though  he  guessed  there  was 
something  in  the  wind  when  he  was  asked  to  bring  his  wife 
•with  him  that  morning.  He  did  not  know  how  he  deserved 
their  kindness,  as  his  chief  function  in  that  building  was  to 
act  as  fault-finder.  He  was  proud  of  that  mark  of  their 
kindness  to  them,  and,  next  to  the  esteem  of  his  own  family, 
he  valued  that  of  his  fellow  workpeople.  Mr.  Idris,  who 
spoke  with  visible  emotion,  said  he  had  endeavoured  under 
all  circumstances  to  do  his  duty,  and  he  thanked  them  from 
the  bottom  of  his  heart  for  their  appreciation.  (Cheers.) 
Mrs.  Idris,  in  an  eloquent  speech,  also  acknowledged  the  gift, 
which  she  prized  more  highly  than  any  she  had  ever  received 
because  it  showed  that  Mr.  Idris  and  herself  had  un- 
doubtedly found  a  place  in  their  hearts,  and  she  trusted  that 
the  bond  of  sympathy  between  them  would  grow  and  deepen 
and  not  be  lightly  broken.  They  would  never  forget  that 
morning,  whether  their  years  were  few  or  many.  (Loud 
cheers.)  Not  only  was  the  gift  subscribed  for  by  the  em- 
ployes of  the  firm  in  London,  but  all  the  provincial  establish- 
ments of  Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.  (Limited)  took  part  in  the 
presentation.  During  the  morning  congratulatory  tele- 
grams were  received  from  the  workpeople  at  the  factories 
in  Liverpool,  Southampton,  &c.  The  wedding  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Idris  took  place  at  Pembroke  Dock,  in  Pembrokeshire, 
twenty- five  years  ago,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr. 
Ad  par  Jones,  a  director  of  Idris's,  who  has  been  associated 
with  the  firm  from  its  infancy,  was  "  best  man  "  on  that 
occasion. 

Milk  as  Food. 

At  an  inquest  at  Manchester,  before  the  City  Coroner,  on 
Monday,  on  a  married  woman  named  Cecilia  Angelina 


Gertrude  Corcoran,  68  years  of  age,  who  had  refused  to  have 
a  doctor,  who  could  not  eat  animal  food,  and  who  died  of 
starvation,  Dr.  E.  S.  Reynolds,  who  had  made  a  post-mortem 
examination,  said  the  woman's  limbs  were  like  candlesticks, 
and  added,  in  answer  to  questions,  that  an  adult  to  live 
entirely  on  milk  would  require  nine  pints  per  day. 

Cement  not  Chemicals. 

We  have  it  on  the  authority  of  the  Chemical  Trade 
Journal  that  the  proposed  "chemical-works,"  the  building 
of  which  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  alarm  and  indigna- 
tion in  the  Conway  district,  "  is  nothing  worse  than  a 
cement-works." 

An  Object-lesson. 

On  Monday,  July  4,  the  students  of  the  Imperial  College 
of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Davis,  visited  the  Science  Galleries,  South  Ken- 
sington, to  study  the  models  representing  the  various 
Natural  Orders,"  the  diagrams  explanatory  of  transpiration 
and  the  physiological  functions  of  plants,  and  the  models 
representing  the  making  of  sulphuric  acid  and  bicarbonate 
of  sodium. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Cheltenham  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Hill,  chemist,  High  Street,  for  the 
supply  of  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries  for  the  ensuing  half- 
year. 

Mr.  Geo.  Coverdale,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Church  Street, 
has  secured  the  drug-contract  for  Rotherham  Union  for  the 
next  twelve  months. 

The  Coventry  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Mr.  T.  U.  Williamson,  37  Jordan  Well,  for  the  supply  of 
drugs  to  the  Union  for  the  ensuing  quarter. 

Fire. 

An  alarming  fire  occurred  at  Chester  last  week,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Cheers  &  Hopley, 
chemists,  Northgate  Street,  narrowly  escaped  destruction. 
The  fire  broke  out  in  a  shop  beneath  the  warehouse,  and  but 
for  the  promptitude  of  the  firemen  an  enormous  amount  of 
damage  might  have  been  done. 

Cricket. 

Match  played  at  Wadham  Lodge,  Walthamstow,  July  2. 
Burgoyne  Burbidges  C.C.,  total  52  ;  Allenburys  C.C., 
total  89. 

Chemists'  Outings. 

The  employes  of  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer,  scientific- 
apparatus  manufacturers,  spent  a  pleasant  day  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  F.  M.  Mercer,  at  Midhurst,  Sussex,  on  July  2. 
They  were  entertained  to  breakfast  and  dinner,  and  between 
times  a  cricket-match  was  played  between  teams  captained 
by  Mr.  Townson  and  Mr.  Mercer  respectively. 

Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited)  provided  for  their 
staff  on  Saturday  last,  July  2,  a  trip  to  Portsmouth.  The 
party  went  by  special  train,  arriving  at  10  a.m.  The  Central 
Hotel,  near  the  station,  was  the  headquarters  for  the  day. 
During  the  morning  the  battleships  in  the  harbour  were 
visited,  and  the  party  afterwards  returned  to  the  hotel  for  a 
substantial  dinner.  After  dinner  the  usual  toasts  were  given, 
and  that  of  "Success  to  the  new  company,  Stevenson  & 
Howell  (Limited)  "  was  received  with  particular  heartiness. 

On  Saturday  last  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  & 
Co.,  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Bristol  and  Exeter, 
had  their  annual  outings  in  delightful  weather.  The  Bristol 
staff  went  to  Dawlish,  and,  having  paid  a  visit  to  Teign- 
mouth,  returned  for  dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Dawlish. 
Mr.  H.  Gadd,  J.P.,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Boorne, 
the  Bristol  manager,  the  vice-chair.  The  Exeter  employes,  to 
the  number  of  about  seventy,  selected  the  historic  Dartmoor 
for  their  trip,  travelling  by  rail  to  Tavistock,  and  from  there 
driving  twenty  miles  across  the  moor  in  breaks,  returning  to 
Tavistock  for  dinner.  At  this  feast  Mr.  W.  J.  "Wippell 
occupied  the  chair  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Gadd  the  vice-chair. 
"  Success  to  the  Firm  "  was  heartily  drunk  at  both  of  the 
functions. 
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Serious  Charge. 

As  a  result  of  the  inquest  held  at  Leicester  on  the  death 
of  a  child  from  marasmus  due  to  pre-natal  lead-poisoning 
(reported  in  (J.  $  D.,  July  2,  page  3),  Mrs.  Hands  was  on 
July  5  charged  with  supplying  to  the  mother  of  the  child 
noxious  pills  with  intent  to  procure  a  miscarriage.  After 
hearing  some  evidence  the  piisoner  was  remanded  for  a 
week,  heavy  bail  being  granted. 


3risb  1RCW0. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

The  Belfast  Committee  have  issued  the  annual  pink  circular 
regarding  the  Conference  to  be  held  in  Belfast  on  August  9 
and  10.    The  following  are  the  completed  arrangements  : — 

Tuesday,  August  9. — Opening  meeting  of  the  Conference  in 
the  Library  of  the  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  at  10  a.m.  Welcomes 
by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  on  behalf  of  the  citizens,  and 
the  Rev.  Thos.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Queen's  College, 
on  behalf  of  the  College;  address  by  President  of  the  Conference, 
followed  by  the  reading  and  discussion  of  papers  ;  adjournment 
for  luncheon  at  1  p.m.  Reading  of  papers  will  be  resumed  at 
2  p.m.  till  4  P.M.  ;  afternoon  tea  at  4  p.m.,  before  starting  for  drive 
at  4.15  to  Giant's  Ring,  Purdysburn,  Ormeau  Park,  &c. ;  at  8  p.m. 
reception  and  conversazione  in  Queen's  College,  demonstration  of 
radiography,  exhibition  of  early  and  rare  Irish  herbals  and  other 
works  by  Mr.  Robert  M.  Young,  J.P. ;  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  ;  light  refreshment,  &c. 

Wednesday,  August  10. — Conference  and  luncheon  as  on  the 
previous  day.  At  4  p.m.,  garden-party  in  the  Botanic  Gardens 
Park,  by  invitation  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the 
Lady  Mayoress.  At  8  P.M.  there  will  be  a  smoking-concert  and  a 
ladies'  drawing-room  concert  in  the  Grand  Central  Hotel. 

Thursday,  August  11. — Members  and  friends  will  leave  the 
Northern  Counties  Railway  Station,  York  Road,  by  the  9.5  a.m. 
train  for  Lame  Harbour,  arrivhig  at  9.45,  where  coaches  will  be 
in  waiting  to  convey  the  party  to  Garron  Tower.  Drive  of  twenty 
miles  along  the  shores  of  the  Antrim  coast.  Luncheon  at  Garron 
Tower  at  1.20  p.m.  Leave  Garron  Tower  by  coach  at  3.30  for 
Glenariff,  arriving  at  the  entrance  to  the  Glen  at  4.30,  where  an 
hour  will  be  spent  in  exploring.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  Glen 
the  coaches  will  wait  to  take  the  party  to  Parkmore  for  tea  at 
5.30  to  6.30.  Return  journey  by  special  train  from  Parkmore  at 
6.45,  reaching  Belfast  at  8.40. 

Friday,  August  12. — Arrangements  have  been  made  for  visiting 
Messrs.  Harland  &  Wolff's  shipbuilding  yard,  the  York  Street 
Spinning-mills,  the  Belfast  Rope-works,  Messrs.  Gallaher  &  Co.'s 
tobacco-factory,  and  other  works  of  interest;  also  for  visiting 
Portrush  and  the  Giant's  Causeway. 

The  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast,  is  the 
headquarters  selected,  and  rooms  there  (thirty )  or  in  other 
hotels  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  R.  W.  McKnight, 
Local  Secretary,  1  Carlisle  Circus.  Belfast,  who  will  also 
supply  books  of  tickets — No.  1  for  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
10s.  6d.,  and  No.  2  for  Thursday,  10s.  Qd.  It  is  desirable 
that  those  who  think  of  attending  the  Conference  should 
send  Mr.  McKnight  their  names  and  addresses,  stating  if 
accompanied  by  a  lady,  before  July  15,  so  that  the  Lord 
Mayor  may  know  to  whom  invitations  to  the  garden-party 
should  be  issued. 

The  Privy  Council  Approves. 

Official  notification  of  the  approval  by  the  Privy  Council 
of  the  appointment  of  Professor  W.  N.  Hartley,  F.R.S.,  F.I.C., 
and  Professor  of  Chemist) y,  Science  and  Art  Department, 
Royal  College  of  Science,  Dublin,  to  be  temporary  examiner 
to  conduct  the  Pharmaceutical  and  General  Chemistry  Divi- 
sion of  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination  in  the  room 
of  A.  L.  Doran,  M.P.S.I.,  resigned,  has  been  notified. 

Clomnel  Dispenser's  Salary. 

The  question  of  the  increase  of  the  dispenser's  salary 
and  the  action  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  the 
matter  was  again  the  subject  of  discussion  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Clonmel  Board  of  Guardians  this  week.  The 
committee  passed  a  resolution  expressing  disappointment 
that  the  very  moderate  increase  in  Mr.  Eaton's  salary  as 


recommended  by  them  was  not  sanctioned,  and  respectfully 
but  firmly  calling  on  the  L.G.B.  to  reconsider  their  decision, 

Personal. 

Mr.  P.  N.  White,  M.P.S.I.,  Sligo,  has  opened  a  new 
medical  hall  at  Ballyshannon.  The  frontage  of  the  premises- 
is  43  feet,  and  the  building  is  the  largest  in  the  town. 

Mr.  J.  E.  O'Neele,  chemist  and  druggist,  Maghera,  pre- 
sided at  a  great  meeting  held  in  that  town  on  June  29,  to- 
ll onour  the  men  who  fought  and  died  for  Ireland  one 
hundred  years  ago.  The  meeting  was  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Derry  '98  Clubs,  and  was  a  great 
success.  It  was  estimated  by  the  local  papers  that  the 
attendance  numbered  8.0C0.  Patriotic  addresses  were 
delivered  by  the  Chairman  and  others. 

Mr.  William  Halliday,  managing  director  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  J.  &  G.  Boyd,  wholesale  druggists,  Limerick,  was- 
examined  last  week  by  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  regard  to  the  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railway 
Bill  now  before  Parliament. 

Dr.  John  F.  O'Ryan,  apothecary,  Tipperary,  has  been 
elected  chairman  of  the  commissioners  of  that  town.  Dr. 
O'Ryan  is  a  local  "  star." 

Drug-contract  Items. 

The  North  Dublin  Guardians  have  decided  to  divide  their 
drug-contract  between  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.  and  Messrs. 
Thacker  &  Hoffe,  letting  each  supply  the  drugs  for  which 
their  price  was  lowest.  The  items  for  which  they  were 
equal  will  also  be  divided. 

The  Listowel  Guardians  gave  their  medicine- contract  to- 
Mrs.  English,  Mullingar,  though  her  tender  was,  it  is  found, 
183  per  cent,  higher  than  that  of  Messrs.  Leslie,  of  Dublin. 
The  Local  Government  Board  wanted  to  know  why  Mrs. 
English's  tender  was  accepted  if  it  was  not  the  cheapest, 
and  the  reply  was  given  :  (1)  On  the  recommendation  of  the 
doctors  who  examined  the  medicine,  and  (2)  because  the 
medicines  were  of  superior  quality.  The  Guardians  are  now 
to  discuss  a  proposal  to  rescind  the  contract  with  Mrs. 
English  and" give  it  to  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Ennis- 
corthy  Guardians  asking  why  they  have  given  the  drug- 
contract  to  a  firm  whose  tender  was  in  excess  of  three  other 
firms.  The  L.G.B.  say  that  unless  the  Guardians  have  goocS 
reason  to  believe  that  the  houses  tendering  at  the  cheaper 
rate  are  not  likely  to  supply  good  drugs  one  of  their  tenders 
should  have  been  accepted.  The  Guardians  say  they 
have  a  very  good  explanation,  but  refer  the  letter  to  their 
medical  officers. 

Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.  have  been  appointed  contractors 
for  the  supply  of  drugs,  surgical-dressings,  &c,  to  the  West- 
morland Lock  Hospital,  Dublin. 

A  Demonstration. 

Dr.  Quinlan,  of  the  Catholic  University  School  of  Medi- 
cine, took  hi-s  pharmacy-class  one  day  last  week  to  Messrs. 
Leslie's  laboratories  in  Bride  Street,  where  they  were  shown 
pharmaceutical  operations  on  the  wholesale  scale.  Among 
the  students  were  several  ladies. 

The  Carriage  of  Samples. 
A  commercial  traveller,  named  Murphy,  has  sued  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company, 
Ireland,  for  damages  in  respect  of  the  loss  of  a  basket  of 
samples  which  he  placed  on  March  3  last  in  the  goods-van 
at  Kingsbridge.  Dublin,  and  which  was  lost.  The  defendants 
disclaimed  liability  on  the  ground  that  samples  were  not 
personal  luggage  ;  but  the  County-Court  Judge  at  Limerick 
has  held  that  the  company,  having  accepted  the  basket  as 
personal  luggage,  were  bound  to  discharge  their  liability, 
and  gave  a  decree  to  the  plaintiff  for  121.  12s.  and  costs. 

A  Mineral-water-bottle  Clearing-house. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Mineral-water 
Manufacturers'  Association  (Limited)  has  been  held.  It 
was  resolved  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  establish  a 
clearing-house  for  bottles  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  Sir 
Henry  Cochrane,  director  of  Thacker  iScHolfe's  drug-concern, 
and  Mr.  H.  C.  Draper,  chemist,  were  elected  members  of  the 
Council. 
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Scotch  IRews, 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked,  items  of  news  interesting 
to  tlie  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Wholesale  Druggist's  Legacies. 
By  his  will  the  late  Mr.  William  Duff,  of  Raimes,  Clark  & 
Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Leith,  has  left  twelve  sums  of 
100/.  each  to  as  many  charities  and  church-organisations. 

Fire. 

A  fire  occurred  on  the  night  of  July  1  on  the  premises  of 
Messrs.  Sinclair  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Aberdeen.  The 
damage  done  is  estimated  at  3,000/.,  and  is  covered  by  insur- 
ance. The  cause  of  the  outbreak  is  unknown,  but  it  is 
supposed  that  a  cat  had  knocked  down  a  bos  of  matches 
which  became  ignited. 

Not  Wanted. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  suburban  district  committee  of 
the  Midlothian  Comity  Council  was  held  on  June  28,  to  con- 
sider a  petition  by  the  Scottish  Standard  Meat- biscuit  and 
Chemical  Company  for  an  order  to  establish  the  business  of 
chemical-manufacturers  and  makers  of  dog-biscuits,  &c,  at 
Gilmerton.  Representatives  were  heard  for  and  against  the 
petition,  but  by  five  votes  to  four  the  committee  decided 
not  to  grant  the  order. 

Botanising. 

The  second  botanical  excursion  of  the  Edinburgh 
Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association  was 
made  on  Friday,  July  1,  Inveresk  being  chosen  for  the  trip. 
The  botanists  went  by  train  from  Edinburgh  at  8  15  P.M., 
and  walked  along  the  valley  of  the  Esk  to  Musselburgh. 
A  large  number  of  specimens  were  collected,  and  these  were 
described  by  Messrs.  Cowie  and  Senter,  who  conducted  the 
excursion.  The  party  returned  to  town  by  train  from 
Musselburgh  at  10  10  P.M. 

A  Lu-mi-num  Action. 

Mr.  John  William  Russell,  Morgan  Town  Pharmacy, 
Dundee,  is  the  defendant  in  an  action  brought  by  the 
directors  of  the  Lu-mi-num  Manufacturing  Company 
(Limited),  for  25/.  balance  due  on  certain  shares  taken  in  the 
Company  by  the  defendant.  Mr.  Russell  has  put  in  a  defence 
alleging  that  he  was  induced  to  take  the  shares  by  represen- 
tations which  were  false  and  fraudulent.  Actions  have  been 
commenced  also  against  a  number  of  other  persons  in 
Dundee. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

The  first  of  the  series  of  summer  handicaps  (50  yards) 
in  the  swimming  section  was  brought  off  in  the  Dairy  Baths 
on  July  4,  with  the  following  result: — (1)  L.  S.  Lamb; 
(2)  J.  Lockerbie  and  A.  G.  Paterson  ;  (3)  S.  H.  C.  Rowland  ; 
(4)  J.  Giieve. 

The  Athletic  Club  Scores. 

Mr.  J.  Grieve,  assistant  chemist,  Edinburgh,  rescued  a  boy 
from  the  Union  Canal  last  week.  Mr.  Grieve  simply  flung 
himself  into  the  water  without  taking  off  his  clothes,  and  he 
had  to  convey  the  body  nearly  40  feet  before  getting  on  to 
the  bank  again.  The  performance  can  be  better  judged 
when  it  is  stated  that  he  is  only  a  second-year  swimmer. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Pharmacy  S.C.,  a  section  of  the 
Pharmacy  A.C. 


"'Pharmaceutical  Formulas'  covers  a  wide  field  and 
contains  a  large  amount  of  useful  and  practical  information.'' 
— A  Pharmaceutical  Councillor.  (146/98.) 

Not  the  Right  Soet. — A  doctor  received  a  professional 
visit  from  an  old  Scotsman,  to  whom  he  gave  instructions 
regulating  his  diet,  &c,  particularly  advising  him  to  drink  no 
spirits  for  some  time.  On  the  patient's  rising  to  leave 
without  having  referred  to  the  usual  fee,  the  doctor  remarked 
that  he  was  in  the  way  of  charging  for  his  advice,  and  would 
trouble  him  for  half  a  crown.  "  Oh,  maybe."  said  the  c.T,nny 
Scot,  "  but  I'm  nae  gaun  to  tak'  your  advice." 


jfrcncb  IRcws. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Minister  of  Finance  in  the  recently-formed  French 
Cabinet,  as  mentioned  last  week,  is  M.  Paul  Peytral,  who 
for  some  years  was  in  business  at  Marseilles  as  a  pharmacist. 
He  was  born  in  that  city  fifty-six  years  ago,  and  repre- 
sented it  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  for  thirteen  years 
consecutively  until  1894.  Since  that  year  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Senate.  He  accepted  office  for  the  first  time 
in  1886,  when  he  was  nominated  Assistant  Financial  Secre- 
tary under  Carnot,  in  De  Freycinet's  Government.  Two 
years  later  he  became  Minister  of  Finance  in  the  Floquet 
Cabinet,  and  during  the  time  it  was  in  power  he  tried  to 
introduce  the  income-tax  here,  but  was  unsuccessful. 
Four  years  ago  he  was  in  office  during  the  Dupuy  premier- 
ship. 

Pharmacists  in  Trouble.— Incompatibility  of  temper 
had  for  some  time  past  given  rise  to  constant  quarrelling 
between  two  assistants  employed  in  a  pharmacy  in  the  rue 
du  Havre,  Paris.  Last  Saturday  one  of  them — Gros  by  name 
— stabbed  the  other  man  in  the  neck.  The  immediate  cause  of 
the  act  was  apparently  merely  a  futile  discussion.  The 
wounded  as-istant  was  somewhat  severely  injured,  and  was 
taken  to  the  Beaujon  Hospital,  while  the  irascible  Gros 
decamped,  but  was  arrested  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 
There  has  also  been  trouble  in  another  Paris  pharmacy,  in 
this  instance  due  to  a  careless  mistake.  The  pharmacien 
had  two  prescriptions  to  make  up,  one  signed  by  a  doctor 
and  the  other  by  a  veterinary  surgeon.  An  inversion  took 
place  in  delivery,  and  the  horse  got  the  infant's  medicine, 
by  which  no  harm  was  done.  The  baby,  however,  found  the 
vet.'s  remedy  far  too  potent,  and  for  a  week  hovered 
between  life  and  death.  It  is  now  out  of  danger,  and  the 
pharmacien  has  been  prosecuted,  with  the  result  that  he  was 
condemned  to  a  week's  imprisonment,  but  the  sentence  was 
remitted  under  the  First  Offenders  Act. 

Sunday- closing  in  the  Provinces. — With  the  arrival 
of  summer  and  the  approach  of  the  holiday-season  comes 
the  annual  propagand  in  favour  of  early-closing,  or  Sunday- 
closing,  or  both.  The  initiative  in  the  latter  case  usually 
comes  from  the  provinces,  and  this  year  is  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  For  instance,  at  Bar  le  Due  the  following  formal 
announcement  has  been  issued  : — "Messieurs  les  pharmaciens 
of  the  town  of  Bar  le  Due  inform  the  public  that  four  ofiicines 
out  of  six  will  be  closed  in  turn  on  Sundays  and  holidays 
from  10  a.m.  The  names  of  the  pharmacies  remaining  open 
will  be  indicated  each  week  by  a  notice  on  the  shop-fronts." 
But  at  Mazamet  the  pharmacists  are  a  little  afraid  of  hurting 
the  susceptibilities  of  the  public,  and,  as  the  French  say, 
they  "  put  on  gloves  "in  making  their  intention  known.  The 
announcement  takes  the  form  of  a  short  paragraph  in  the 
local  newspaper,  and  may  be  taken  as  a  model  of  "how  to 
say  things."  It  reads  : — "An  excellent  little  initiative  has 
been  taken  by  the  intelligent  pharmaciens  of  our  little  town, 
who  have  arranged,  as  far  as  such  is  possible,  to  enjoy  the 
dominical  rest.  Each  Sunday  two  amongst  them  only  will  keep 
their  offiaines  open.  Their  names  will  be  published  the  day 
before.  The  other  pharmaciens  during  that  time  can  quietly 
go  to  church  and  enjoy  a  good  rest  all  day.  In  this  way 
will  be  conciliated  very  simply  the  necessities  of  the  public 
service  and  that  need  of  distraction  and  quietness  which 
every  man  has  the  right  to  satisfy,"  &o. 

French  Opinion  on  the  New  B.P.  —  In  the  current 
number  of  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie  M.  J.  Bougault  com- 
mences a  review  oE  the  new  B.P.  He  says:  "It  is  not 
without  interest  for  French  pharmacists  to  study  the 
differences  and  analogies  that  exist  between  it  and  the 
Codex,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  derive  profit  thereby."  He 
refers,  of  course,  to  the  use  of  the  metric  system,  and  says 
that  the  attempt  to  extend  the  B  P.  to  the  colonics  is  worthy 
of  note.  His  appreciation  is,  perhaps,  best  summarised  by 
the  following  phrase :  "  Our  neighbours  have  neglected 
nothing  to  render  the  book  as  complete,  as  useful,  and  as 
harmonious  as  possible  with  the  needs  of  medicine  and 
pharmacy.  One  can  only  augur  well  for  a  work  so  carefully 
prepared."  Referring  to  the  fact  that  the  greater  number  of 
the  189  medicaments  suppressed  are  galenical  preparations,  he 
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says  :  "  It  is  curious  to  note  that  the  same  period  that  has 
seen  the  decadence  of  galenical  medicaments  sees  also  the 
vogue  of  therapeutic  serums  and  zootherapic  preparations 
the  active  principle  of  which  is  hardly  suspected.  Perhaps 
this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  galenical  medicaments  have  never 
been  submitted  to  rigorous  and  methodical  experiments, 
which  might  probably  bring  them  from  the  oblivion  in  which 
they  appear  to  have  fallen  at  present."  He  notes  that  serums 
are  ignored  in  the  new  work.  He  observes  that  in  the  B.P.  : 
"The  exterior  characteristics  of  each  substance  are  carefully 
described  and  when  necessary  the  microscopic  character- 
istics are  detailed.  In  certain  cases  chemical  tests  are 
added,  such  as  in  the  case  of  balsam  of  Peru,  &.c,  to  detect 
adulteration,  the  object  of  each  test  being  given  in  paren- 
thesis. Also  for  certain  drugs  sold  in  powder,  such  as  saffron, 
&.C.,  the  maximum  weight  of  the  ash  is  given.  These  tests 
are  evidently  not  absolute,  but  they  indicate  in  a  certain 
measure  the  required  degree  of  purity.  Nothing  similar 
exists  in  the  French  Codex,  which  merely  enumerates  the 
drugs  of  vegetable  and  animal  origin  without  giving  either 
.description  or  test ;  this  may  be  a  subject  for  regret." 

Sale  op  Poisons  in  France. — The  Sale  of  Medicinal 
preparations,  including  poisons  for  medicinal  use,  is  restricted 
4,0  pharmaciens  in  France  who  can  only  supply  the  same  on 
.a  doctor's,  surgeon's,  officer  of  health  or  veterinary  surgeon's 
.prescriptions,  but  poisons  used  in  commerce  or  in  the  arts 
.can  be  sold  by  other  dealers  under  specific  licence.  A 
schedule  of  poisons  exists  and  dates  from  October  29  1846, 
.when  it  was  the  subject  of  a  Royal  Decree,  being  incorporated 
in  the  regulations  then  issued  and  still  in  force,  for  the 
control  and  sale  of  poisons.  This  schedule  has,  of  course, 
.been  added  to  since,  and  on  each  occasion  the  poisons  are 
defined  by  a  decree  issued  by  the  Government,  who  act  only 
after  obtaining  the  advice  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine 
the  latter  body  in  turn  being  always  in  accord  with  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy.  For  instance  such  a  decree  was  issued 
,ome  years  ago  regarding  the  sale  of  cocculus  Indicus  and 
specified  that  its  retail  sale  was  rigorously  prohibited  and 
(xclusively  limited  to  medicinal  preparations  and  prescrip- 
tions. The  initiative  in  each  cate  is  nominally  with  the 
French  Minister  of  the  Interior.  Traders  other  than  phar- 
maciens, wishing  to  sell  poisonous  substances,  must  make 
a  declaration  to  that  effect  before  the  Mayor  of  the  locality 
in  which  they  reside.  Manufacturing  chemists  and  others 
employing  one  or  more  of  such  substances  are  equally  bound 
to  make  the  same  declaration.  The  poisons  in  question  can 
i  mly  be  sold  to  chemists,  dealers  and  manufacturers  who 
have  made  the  desired  declaration  or  to  pharmacists.  They 
can  only  be  delivered  against  an  application  written  and 
signed  by  the  purchaser.  All  purchases  and  sales  of  poisons 
must  be  inscribed  on  a  special  register  kept  by  the  dealer, 
and  liable  to  police  inspection,  in  winch  the  name,  address,  &c, 
of  the  buyer  or  seller  must  be  inscribed.  Manufacturers 
and  others  using  poisonous  substances  in  their  workshops 
must  superintend  their  use  and  keep  a  record  of  the  way  the 
poisons  are  employed  on  a  special  register.  The  regulations 
concerning  the  sale  of  poisons  by  pharmaciens  are  very  strict 
and  well  defined  and  the  commerce  in  these  substances  is 
controlled  periodically  by  a  special  local  committee  which 
visits  all  places  of  business.manufactories,  &c,  where  poisons 
are  used  or  sold,  as  well  as  pharmacies. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Not  ices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and,  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Me.  T.  M.  Pennington,  herbalist  and  medical  botanist, 
has  removed  from  14  Bolton  Street  to  Augur  Strett,  Bury. 

Mr.  H.  Lunn,  chemist  and  merchant,  Horncastle,  has 
taken  into  partnership  Mr.  J.  H.  Dodson,  fo  -merly  of  Slea- 
ford. 

Messrs.  R.  Morrison  &  Co.,  2  Fen  Court,  E  C,  have 
been  appointed  sub-agents  for  Messrs.  Gehe  &  Co.,  Dresden, 
Gerti  any. 


Messrs.  Matthews  &  Son,  chemists,  have  taken  over  the 
businesses  lately  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Davis  &  Diaper,  at 
Wanstead  and  South  Woodford. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Shawyer,  chemist,  Swindon,  has  purchased  the 
business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  E.  Ballard,  at  Market  Place, 
Highworth,  which  he  will  carry  on  as  a  branch. 

The  old-established  business  of  Mr.  James  Burrough,  Cale 
Street  Distillery,  Chelsea,  has  been  converted  into  a  private 
limited  company,  to  consolidate  family  interests.  The 
business  will  be  carried  on  with  the  same  staff,  and  on  the 
same  lines  as,  heretofore. 


motes  from  Wcw  Jflorfc, 


Here  is  a  sketch  of  a  new  medicine-bottle,  which,  I  under- 
stand, will  shortly  be  on  the  market.  The  depression  in  the 
neck  holds  a  teaspoonful  of  the  liquid.  When  the  bottle  is 
turned  up  so  as  to  fill  the  neck  and  set  upright  again  the 


liquid  runs  back  into  the  body  of  bottle,  leaving  he  dose  in 
depression  of  the  neck.  This  is  a  novel  idea,  an  may  pro- 
bably be  useful  for  medicines  calling  for  no  particular 
accuracy  in  dose. 

An  American  Beep-and-iron  Wine. 

Liebig's  extract  of  beef      ...       ...    2  lbs. 

Soluble  citrate  of  iron    2  lbs. 

Powdered  black  pepper    1  oz. 

Citric  acid    i  Id. 

Salt   4  oz. 

Tincture  of  lemon    8  oz. 

Oil  of  sweet  orange  4  oz. 

Alcohol   12  pints. 

Syrup  4  gals. 

Sherry-wine  38  gals. 

Mix,  stand  for  seven  days,  and  syphon  off  for  use,  filtering  if 
necessary. 

The  above  is  a  good  working  formula  which  I  can  recom- 
mend.   We  get  50c.  for  16  oz. 

By  the  way,  100  2-gr.  quinine-pills  can  be  bought  here  for 
18c. ;  100  Blaud  pills,  5  gr.,  same  price.  We  get  10c.  for 
Pears'  and  Cleaver's  unscented  soaps  ;  they  go  all  the  time. 
Anything  English  goes  just  now. 

The  weather  is  warm,  and  the  electric  fans  are  buzzing  in 
every  store ;  and  iced  drinks  are  in  great  demand. 


"  'Pharmaceutical  Formulas'  is  a  very  complete 
collection  of  receipts  and  will  meet  a  '  felt  want.'  — 
A  Pharmaceutical  Examiner.  (226/98.) 

The  correct  name  for  Hamamelis  virginica,  according  to 
an  American  journal,  is  not  witch  hazel  but  wych  hazel. 
Formerly  hazel  had  a  very  wide  meaning,  and  included  the 
elm.  One  of  these  elms  (Ulnms  montana)  was  the  favourite 
wood  for  making  wyches  or  provision-chests,  and  therefore 
became  known  as  the  wych  hazel  or  elm.  Hamamelis 
received  from  the  American  settlers  the  name  of  wych  hazel 
from  the  resemblance  of  the  leaves  to  those  of  the  wych 
hazel  or  elm  of  the  Old  World. 
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Geeman  Expoet-tbade  in  Drugs  during;  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year  amounted  to  4,278, 100^.,  which  is  about 
900.000Z.  more  than  in  1897. 

The  Jamaica  Customs  Taeiff  is  aeain  under  considera- 
tion, a  commission  having  been  appointed  to  revise  it.  It 
is  believed  that  changes  will  be  made  in  the  interests  of 
Canadian  goods. 

"Go-GoA-Chien-Weng  "  is  the  name  of  the  first  Chinese 
newspaper  published  in  Germany.  It  is  promoted  in  the 
interests  of  German  trade  in  China,  and  is  to  carry  to 
11,000  Chinese  merchants  the  message  of  "Made  in  Germany  " 
framed  in  advertisement  spaces. 

Ameeican  Pbopeietaey  Medicines. — The  Committee 
on  Legislation  of  the  Proprietary  Association  of  America,  in 
their  statement  objecting  to  the  proposed  war-tax  on  pro- 
prietary medicines  and  perfumery,  estimated  that  32,000,000 
proprietary  medicines  and  4,500.000  articles  of  perfumery 
are  sold  in  the  United  States  annually. 

The  Plague  Checked. — A  satisfactory  sign  of  the 
health  of  Hie  city  of  Bombay  appeared  in  the  plague  returns 
of  June  17,  in  which  no  deaths  trom  plague  were  recorded. 
This  is  the  first  blank  plague  day  for  over  a  year.  Th  i  total 
mortality  is  below  the  average,  showing  that,  apart  from 
plague,  the  health  of  the  city  is  good. 

Messes.  Phillips  &  Co.  (Limited).  Bombay,  are  trans- 
ferring their  Fort  business  and  head-offices  to  the  new  and 
large  premises,  "  Oriental  Buildings,"  opposite  the  Floral 
Fountain,  Fort.  Their  head-offices  will  now  be  at  the  Fort 
instead  of  at  Byculla,  as  hitherto,  but  the  Byculla  and 
Cumballa  Hill  retail  branches  will  be  carried  on  as  hitherto. 

Civilian  v.  Militaey. — An  agitation  is  on  foot  in  the 
North  of  India  on  behalf  of  private  medical  practitioners 
to  prevent  doctors  belonging  to  the  military  service  from 
engaging  in  private  practice.  Some  favour  the  latter  on  the 
ground  that  if  the  proposed  prohibition  were  brought  about, 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  rush  of  practitioners  would  be  so 
great  that  the  medical  ranks  in  Indian  hill-stations  would  be 
overstocked. 

Medical  Refoem  in  Tuekey. — Dr.  Rider,  the  German 
physician  whose  services  the  Ottoman  Government  has 
secured,  has  taken  in  hand  the  management  of  the  new 
hospital  connected  with  the  Military  School  of  Medicine  at 
Stamboul.  The  rushdieh  school  adjoining  the  Medical 
School  was  recently  fitted  up  as  a  hospital,  but  the  doctor 
has  found  its  organisation  defective,  the  supply  of  surgical 
instruments  especially  so,  and  an  order  for  30,C00f.  worth 
has  been  placed  in  Europe. 

Italian  Phaemacy. — The  Italian  Government  in  its 
need  for  money  has  placed  taxes  upon  all  who  are  proceed- 
ing to  degrees  in  medicine,  pharmacy,  and  veterir  ary  surgery. 
The  total  tax  upon  each  pharmaceutical  student  is  350  lire 
(about  131.  5s.),  divided  into  150  lire  on  application,  50  lire 
on  matriculation,  100  lire  for  examination,  and  50  lire  when 
the  diploma  is  granted.  It  is  also  proposed  to  class  and  tax 
as  specialities  any  medicines  for  which  formula  are  not  to 
be  found  in  the  new  Italian  Pharmacopoeia. 

Hausfeau  v.  Lady  Doctoe. — At  the  meeting  of  the 
German  Medical  Congress  held  at  Wiesbaden  last  week  there 
was  a  discussion  on  the  admission  of  women  to  the  study  of 
medicine.  The  delegates  unanimously  decided  that  it  was 
not  advisable  that  women  should  make  their  first  general 
attempt  to  enter  the  learned  professions  with  that  of  medi- 
cine, which  would,  in  consequence,  suffer  in  the  public 
esteem.  It  was  also  decided  that  any  attempts  to  make 
medical  studies  less  onerous  or  thorough  with  the  object  of 
suiting  the  female  capacity  should  be  resisted. 

Poisonous  Ice-ceeams  are  troubling  the  German  people 
as  well  as  the  English,  with  this  difference  :  that  the  German 
does  not  blame  the  ubiquitous  and  microbic  Italian  for  the 
trouble,  but  has  attacked  the  constituents  of  the  ice  indivi- 
dually, and  would  have  stopped  at  the  milk  had  it  not  been 
for  the  fact  that  it  was  a  vanilla  ice  whica  gave  rise  to  the 
trouble.  Thereupon  vanillin  was  selected  for  disparagement ; 


but  here,  again,  tho^e  who  aver  that  vanillin  is  poisonous  are 
met  with  a  formidable  reply  by  Professor  Tiemann  and  Dr. 
Haarmann,-  who  have  proved-  that  the  vanillin  used  was 
a  perfectly  pure  crystalline  body  of  constant  melting- 
point,  &c,  which  showed- not  the  slightest  toxic  action  when 
a  solution  of  it  was  injected  into  a  frog  ;  moreover,  there  is 
no  record  of  poisoning  with  vanillin.  The  only  thing  left  to 
the  objectors  is  the  Italian  aforesaid. 


South  Hfrican  iRcws. 

(From  our  Cape  Correal  ondent.) 


The  New  B.P. — The  Government,  through  the  Secretary 
of  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board,  has  notified  our  correspon- 
dent at  the  Caps  that  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia  will 
come  into  force  on  January  1,  1899. 

A  Loyal  Chemist. — At  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
meeting  held  at  Cape  Town  on  June  6,  during  a  heated  dis- 
cussion on  the  methods  adopted  by  continental  Europe  in 
dealing  with  proprietary  articles,  a  chemist  of  undoubted 
Dutch  origin  thanked  God  he  was  under  the  British  Hag,  and 
not  that  ot  France  or  Germany. 

The  Best  Thing  at  the  Cape. — A.  Cape  chemist,  who 
received  a  copy  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  through  our 
correspondent  at  Cape  Town,  says: — "  Send  me  a  copy  of 
'  Disease  and  Remedies  '  as  soon  as  published.  '  Pharmaceu- 
tical Formulas  '  arrived  safely.  The  book  is  the  best;  thing 
of  its  kind  I  have  seen  as  yet.  Just  the  thing  for  my 
business." 

Lime-juice  Labels. — In  the  High  Court  held  at  Kimber- 
ley,  Cape  Colony,  on  June  13,  Messrs.  L  Rose  &  Co.,  of 
London,  England,  the  well-known  manufacturers  of  lime- 
juice,  brought  an  action  against  Mr.  A.  H.  Thomson,  of 
Beaconsfield,  for  selling  lime-juice  under  a  label  alleged  to 
be  an  imitation  of  their  own.  For  the  defence  it  was  set  up 
that  defendant  had  been  using  the  label  for  the  past 
seventeen  years  in  the  colony.    Judgment  was  reserved. 

The  Wholesale  and  Retaii  Teades  are  dead  slow  in 
the  Cape.  Money  is  tight,  and  rinderpest  is  making  itself 
felt.  The  Cape  chemist,  like  chemists  everywhere,  is  greatly 
dependent  on  the  sales  of  "holiday  goods"  to  bring  his  receipts 
up  to  living  point,  and  as  this  class  of  goods  is  the  first  the 
public  dispenses  with  as  money  gets  scarce,  hard  times  are 
anticipated  for  the  next  six  months.  Travellers  from  alt 
parts  of  the  commercial  world,  who  visited  South  Africa 
during  1897,  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence  this  year.  At 
the  time  of  writing  there  are  only  three  travellers  for  the 
drug-trade  working  Africa ;  from  which  I  judge  (writes  our 
correspondent)  that  the  business  done  with  the  Cape  by 
manufacturers  last  year  was  cot  altogether  satisfactory. 

Natueal  Mineeal-watees  of  the  Cape.  —  The 
mineral-waters  of  South  Africa,  and  especially  those  of  Cape 
Colony,  are  not  so  well  known  as  they  deserve  to  be.  It  is 
freely  asserted  by  such  competent  authorities  as  Professor 
Hahn,  Ph.D.,  Mr.  G.  W.  B.  Daniell,  M.RC.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  that 
the  mineral-waters  of  the  colony  are  far  more  efficacious  in 
the  treatment  of  rheumatic  and  kindred  diseases  than  any 
European  waters.  There  are  mineral-springs  of  more  or  less 
value  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and  the  wonder  is  that  no 
practical  use  has  been  made  of  them  until  two  years  ago, 
when  a  start  was  made  in  one  of  these  natural  waters  and 
placing  it  on  the  market  to  compete  with  the  European.  But 
as  the  price  asked  was  equal  to  that  of  the  imported  little 
was  heard  of  it,  the  public  preferring  to  keep  to  well-known 
brands.  Professor  Hahn,  after  a  series  of  experiments  ex- 
tending over  twelve  months  with  various  waters  collected 
from  different  parts  of  the  colony,  has  succeeded  in  locating 
a  spring  near  Capetown,  the  water  of  which,  when  aerated, 
compares  favourably  with  any  water  shipped  to  Africa  from 
Europe.    This  water  is  known  as  "Van  Riebeek." 


"  Youe  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  is  a  useful  book. 
There  is  a  formula  in  it  which  appeared  in  C.  ,\'  D-  some 
time  back,  and  which  I  adopted  as  a  speciality,  i  have 
done  very  well  with  it,  and  received  many  testimonials." — 
(229,32). 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 
rpHE  meeting  on  Wednesday  was  a  long  one,  as  it  might 
■*■  well  be,  owing  to  the  troubled  outlook  over  the 
Poisonous  Substances  Bill.  Mr.  Martindale  did  his  best  to 
remove  the  impression  that  chemists  had  a  "  virtual  trade 
monopoly,"  and  Mr.  Carteighe  went  out  of  his  way  to  say 
that  the  Council  did  not  want  advice  from  "  a  trade  journal." 
The  Society  are  to  draft  a  circular  asking  members  to 
get  their  members  to  oppose  the  Bill.  Sir  J.  Crichton 
Browne  is  to  give  an  address  to  the  School  students  in 
October.  Complaint  was  made  that  there  was  not  much 
call  on  the  Hills  Orphan  Fund,  the  opinion  being  that  the 
fund  was  not  sufficiently  well  known.  The  Benevolent 
Fund,  it  was  announced,  has  just  received  a  legacy  of  2,000/. 
from  the  late  John  Cripps.  A  sub-committee  of  the  Library 
Committee  was  appointed  to  draft  the  alterations  which 
will  be  necessary  in  the  by-laws  if  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
becomes  law.  The  library  is  to  be  closed  in  the  evening  for 
eleven  weeks  from  July  18,  and  the  question  of  earlier 
closing  at  other  times  is  to  be  gone  into.  Delegates  for  the 
Conference  next  month  were  elected.  The  Council  is 
undertaking  some  commercial  analyses  for  the  Colonial 
Office,  but  does  not  appear  to  care  for  it. 


The  meeting  began  at  11.30  and  lasted  for  two  hours. 
There  were  present: — Messrs.  Allen,  Atkins,  Bateson,  Bottle, 
Carteighe,  Corder,  Cross,  Grose,  Hampson,  Harrison,  Hills 
(the  President),  Johnson,  Martindale,  Park,  Southall,  Symes, 
Warren  and  Young.  Mr.  Hampson  occupied  the  vice-chair 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Newsholme. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  been  read 
and  confirmed,  the  Peesident  said  he  had  pleasure  in 
announcing  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  Sir  James 
Crichton  Browne,  agreeing  to  give  the  inaugural  address  to 
the  Pharmacy  School  students  in  October.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Elections  and  Eestobations. 

Three  associates  in  business,  six  associates  and  four 
students  were  elected  associates,  or  students  of  the  Society, 
and  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  had  his  name  restored  to  the 
register.    The  report  of  the 

Finance  Committee 
was  then  read,  and  showed  the  following  balances  : — 

£   s.  d. 

General  Fund  account   1,892  13  5 

Benevolent  Fund   679    5  3 

Donation  account ...    482    8  5 

Orphan  Fund  account    180  17  3 

A  sum  of  2  257/.  3.s\  5rZ.  was  submitted  for  payment,  which 
included  such  items  as  Journal  514/.,  salaries  725'.,  rent 
85/.  3.*.,  and  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  expenses  105/.  A 
payment  of  12/.  10s.  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  London 
Orphan  Asylum  on  behalf  of  the 

The  Hills  Oephan. 

The  President  said  this  was  the  last  payment  which  would 
be  required  on  his  behalf,  as  they  had  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Institution  that  they 
could  not  arrange  to  keep  the  boy  after  Christmas,  1898,  as  he 
would  have  passed  the  limit  of  15  years.  The  President  added 
that  if  any  gentlemen  know  of  a  situation  likely  to  suit  the 
boy,  he  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  them. 

Mr.  Hampson  was  surprised  that  they  did  not  have  more 
applicants  for  the  fund,  and  would  like  to  call  attention, 
now  that  they  were  considering  the  first  fruits  of  the  Orphan 
Fund,  to  the  sj^ecial  feature  which  distinguished  it  from 


their  other  fund — namely,  that  there  was  no  voting  for 
candidates. 

The  report  of  the 

Benevolent  Fund 

was  read ;  it  recommended  two  grants  of  10/.  and  one  of  13/. 

Mr.  Hampson,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
that  the  amount  was  very  small  this  time,  and  there  was  no 
necessity  to  go  into  details. 

Mr.  Bottle  said  he  would  like  to  make  a  remark  in  re- 
ference to  the  Hills  Fund  ;  he  thought  that  the  fund  was  not 
so  well  known  as  it  should  be  ;  the  fund  was  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  orphans  of  members  of  the  Society  who  had 
contributed  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  he  hoped  the  press 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  trade  to  it. 

The  President  said  he  also  felt  it  was  a  great  pity  there 
were  not  more  candidates,  but  he  hoped  it  was  because  there 
were  not  many  requiring  it.  They  not  only  have  sufficient 
money  invested  to  pay  for  one  orphan,  but  there  were  many 
who  would  gladly  subscribe  annually  if  it  were  required  t 
support  two  or  three  orphans. 

The  Library  Committee's 

report  was  then  read.  It  dealt  with  the  attendance  at  the 
library  and  museum,  and  recommended  the  closing  of  the 
library  in  the  evening  from  July  18  to  September  30  inclusive, 
and  also  proposed  to  deal  in  October  with  a  suggestion  as  to 
curtailing  the  hours  permanently.  It  was  also  suggested 
that  the  Council  prize-competition  should  take  place  in  April 
instead  of  July,  and  that  application  for  the  Redwood  and 
Burroughs  scholarships  should  close  on  April  25.  The 
Brisbane  Free  Library,  in  response  to  their  application  for 
the  Journal,  were  told  that  that  publication  is  not  sent  to 
public  libraries.  A  sub-committee  was  also  recommended 
to  be  appointed  to  consider  the  alteration  which  would  be 
necessary  in  the  by-laws  when  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill  became  law.  The  Spectacle  Makers  Company  were 
also  to  be  written  to,  and  told  that  the  Society  could  not 
associate  itself  with  them  in  the  manner  suggested. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  reason  why  it  was  proposed  to  curtail  the  hours  of 
keeping  the  library  open  was  that  the  attendance  was  so 
small  in  the  evening.  The  time  for  competition  for  the 
Council  prizes  was  to  be  shifted  as  a  convenience  for  Major 
students,  who  finished  their  course  in  May,  and,  getting 
settled  in  work,  could  not  always  come  up  in  July.  He 
hoped  the  sub-committee  entrusted  with  revision  of  the  by- 
laws caused  by  the  possibility  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  becoming 
law  would  not  have  their  labour  in  vain.  In  regard  to  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company's  proposal  to  grant  diplomas 
after  examination  in  optics,  he  (the  President)  had  drafted 
a  letter  saying  that,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  empowered  to  conduct  qualify- 
ing examinations,  they  felt  it  was  undesirable  to  associate 
with  them  in  the  manner  suggested. 

Mr.  Carteighe  remarked  that  they  only  declined  to  be 
associated  with  the  scheme  of  the  Spectacle-makers,  but  any 
chemist  who  liked  to  obtain  the  qualification  and  become  a 
freeman  of  the  Company  would  find  it  an  excellent  quid 
pro  quo. 

Mr.  Atkins  :  You  mean,  get  invited  to  dinner  occa- 
sionally. 

A  Member  pointed  out  that  the  freedom  carried  with  it  a 
vote  for  the  City  of  London. 

The  report  of  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  was 
then  read.    This  committee  met  on  June  17  to  consider  the 

Poisonous  Substances  Bill, 
and  deferred  consideration  of  it  to  July  5,  when  they  re- 
solved to  recommend  that  all  steps  be  taken  to  oppose  the 
Bill,  and  that  a  circular  be  issued  to  members  and  associates 
of  the  Society  asking  them  to  write  to  their  members  and 
ask  them  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

The  President  said  he  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
about  this  Bill,  which,  as  they  were  aware,  had  passed  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  wanted  to  make  it  quite  clear  that 
they  had  not  been  sitting  down  idly  and  taking  no  notice  of 
the  Bill.  It  was  not  till  after  last  meeting  that  the  Bill  was 
introduced  (June  13).  They  at  once  began  to  consider  the 
Bill,  and  in  addition  to  the  two  meetings  of  the  Law  and 
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Parliamentary  Committee  there  had  been  two  meetings  of 
the  Watch  Committee,  who  had  given  the  matter  the  utmost 
careful  consideration.  They  were  beginning  to  receive 
opinions  from  their  friends  throughout  the  country,  who 
spoke  with  one  voice  in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association, 

The  N.E.  Lancashire  Association, 

The  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association, 

The  Bolton  Chemists'  Association, 
»      The  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association, 

The  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association, 
and  a  private  meeting  of  the  Executive  for  Scotland  had 
forwarded  resolutions  condemning  the  Bill.  Continuing, 
the  President  said  he  felt  it  was  always  a  serious  matter  to 
oppose  a  Bill  introduced  by  the  President  of  the  Privy 
Council,  but  they  felt  the  present  Bill  undermined  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  1868  Act,  and  that  therefore  strenuous  efforts 
should  be  made  to  oppose  it.    The  principle  of  the  1868  Act 
was  that  registered  persons,  having  shown  they  were  capable 
persons,  were  given  charge  of  the  retail  sale  of  poisons,  and 
the  public  received  a  corresponding  advantage;  this  principle 
has  been  altogether  disregarded  in  the  new  Bill.  The 
Bill  was  one  which  they  could  not  accept  in  view  of  public 
safety,  or  the  interests  of  the  persons  who  for  thirty  years 
had  proved  themselves  competent  by  examinations  under 
the  a;gis  of  the  Privy  Council  itself.    He  would  not  go  into 
particulars — many  of  the  clauses  were  impracticable  and  im- 
possible ;  they  might  perhaps  make  it  a  little  less  unwork- 
able, if  they  thought  it  advisable,  but  it  was  wrong  in 
principle.    The  Government,  in  drafting  such  Bills,  should 
take  into  consultation  the  body  which  was  most  experienced  in 
giving  advice  on  the  sale  of  poisons.  (Hear,  hear.)  Clause  II. 
was  really  an  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  the  title  did 
not  say  so,  but  it  is.    His  (the  President's)  views  on  the 
storage  of  poison  were  expressed  at  the  May  meeting,  and 
he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  majority  of  the 
Society  were  in  favour  of  regulations  in  regard  to  this 
matter.    It  was  only  after  very  careful  consideration  that 
the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  advised  the  Council 
that  opposition  should  be  made  to  the  Bill,  and  that  a  circular 
be  authorised  to  be  issued  to  every  registered  person  on  the 
register  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Hampson  said  he  thought  it  was  marvellous  that 
after  their  long  and  intimate  relations  with  the  Privy  Council 
they  had  not  been  consulted.    It  was 

A  Bad  Bill 

and  not  worthy  of  being  knocked  into  shape,  and  he  was 
delighted  to  see  it  was  going  to  be  opposed.  He  was  pleased 
they  were  not  going  to  let  their  Act  be  altered  in  this  way. 
They  were  the  people  who  knew  more  about  the  matter  than 
anybody,  and  were  not  going  to  let  their  Pharmacy  Act  be 
ridden  rough-shod  over. 

Mr.  Martindale  said  this  was  a  serious  matter,  and  they 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  give  a  silent  vote,  as  their  con- 
stituents should  know  what  they  thought.  The  Bill  seemed 
to  have  been  drafted  in  the  interests  of  large  manufac- 
turers and  consumers,  and  it  might  be  thought  they  had 
neglected  their  duties  in  the  matter  of  carbolic  acid.  But  it 
was  the  fault  of  the  Privy  Council  that  carbolic  acid  had  not 
been  added  to  the  schedule.  If  the  Bill  became  law  it 
would  be  an  advertisement  for  unqualified  persons,  who  could 
say  they  could  sell  the  same  poisons  as  chemists.  The  1868 
Act  had  worked  well,  but  for  one  great  failure,  and  that 
was  due  to  the  Privy  Council.  The  Society  was  not  un- 
mindful of  the  safety  of  the  public  in  semi- wholesale 
transactions.  In  1883,  they  brought  in  a  Bill  for  regulating 
the  sale  of  mineral  acids  for  those  who  conducted  semi- 
wholesale  businesses.  It  was  an  indignity  to  place  the 
Society  under  the  control  of  the  Privy  Council  without  a 
voice,  and  if  it  is  forced  upon  them  it  would  be  a  direct 
insult,  after  thirty  years'  working  for  the  great  good  of  the 
public,  to  be  placed  under  the  strictures  of  red-tapeism. 
By  apprenticeship  and  expert  scientific  training  chemists 
were  the  persons  better  able  to  know  how  to  store  and  sell 
poisons  than  persons  of  no  training.  By  the  restrictions  of 
the  1868  Act  they  were  often  obliged  to  refuse  to  sell,  and 
they  often  minimised  the  quantity  supplied  ;  but  here  a  class 
would  be  introduced  who  could  sell  largely  and  need  ask  no 
questions.    He  (Mr.  Martindale)  was  in  the  House  of  Lords 


when  they  were  told  they  had  virtually 

A  Trade  Monopoly. 

They  have  intrusted  to  them  the  sale  of  two  dozen  poisons 
which  in  his  own  business,  although  he  sold  cocaine  and 
morphia  in  quantity,  he  found  only  amounted  to  5  per  cent, 
of  all  the  drugs  sold.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire's  remarks,  he 
thought,  were  quite  uncalled  for.  Think  of  the  dangers 
they  underwent — and  for  what  profit?  Did  anyone  want  to 
sell  poisons  ?  The  sale  of  poisons  would  be  much  increased 
if  the  Bill  passed,  and  it  would  be  a  greater  danger  to  the 
public  if  unqualified  sellers  were  allowed  to  sell  to  ignorant 
buyers  substances  the  nature  and  qualities  of  which  they 
were  ignorant  of.  They  were  told  they  had  a  virtual 
monopoly ;  but  have  they  ?  When  seven  persons  could 
do  what  one  person  could  not,  there  was  surely  something 
wrong  in  their  Acts  of  Parliament.  In  France  the  sale 
of  drugs  was  restricted  io  pharmacists,  but  to  say  they  in 
this  country  had  a  trade  monopoly — which  chemists  have  not 
— was  quite  uncalled  for.  In  Shakespeare's  time  there  were 
poisons-regulations,  he  believed — 

An  if  a  man  did  need  a  poison  now, 
Whose  sale  is  present  death  in  Mantua, 
Here  lives  a  caitiff  wretch  would  sell  it  him. 

Were  chemists  caitiff  wretches  ?  They  considered  themselves 
respectable  persons,  and  it  would  be  found  that  pharmacists, 
as  a  rule,  were  exceedingly  careful,  and  do  not  sell  always 
and  anything.  The  Privy  Council  had  treated  them  badly. 
If  the  Bill  were  withdrawn  something  might  be  done  to 
regulate  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid. 

Mr.  Caeteighe  said  it  was  not  policy  or  profitable  to  go 
into  the  poison-laws  generally.    When  they  promoted  the 
Bills  of  1852  and  1866  tbey  went  on  the  principle  that 
education  was  the  qualification,  and  that  the  storage  of 
poisons  could  well  be  left  to  educated  persons.  (Hear, 
hear.)    It  was  opposition  which  made  them  accept  a  "  Poison 
Bill"  instead  of  what  was  virtually  a  small  University  Bill, 
and  the  Act — a  hybrid  one — they  had  done  their  best  to 
work.  The  Privy  Council  now  laid  down  the  doctrine  that  the 
sale  of  carbolic  acid  could  be  regulated  by  mechanical  restric- 
tions, thus  disposing  of  the  educational  principle.    They  did 
this  because   if  anyone  sold  a  poison  in  large  quantities 
he  talked  about  restrictions  to  trade.    Their  intention  was 
to  restrict  free-trade  in  poison.    (Hear,  hear)   Carbolic  acid 
could  be  sold  with  safety  if  the  Privy  Council  willed  it;  regula- 
tions need  not  interfere  with  sale  of  large  quantities  for 
disinfecting.    This  Council  only  aimed  at  restricting  trade 
in  small  quantities.    (Hear,  hear.)     If  the  Privy  Council 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  consult  somebody  in  their  body 
they  would  have  found  that  a  monopoly  in  poisons  existed  only 
in  theory.    The  present  Act  restricted  their  sales  and  profits. 
The  Privy  Council  was  too  easily  frightened  by  manufac- 
turers of  carbolic  acid.    He  (the  speaker)  repeated  that  if 
carbolic  acid  and  the  mineral  acids  were  placed  in  the 
schedule  nobody  would  be  injured,  and  if  the  Privy  Council 
would  go  into  the  matter,  and  not  be  frightened  by  large 
manufacturers,  they  would  find  it  so.    In  regard  to  their 
present  Act,  the  editor  of  a  certain  trade  journal  was  always 
reminding  him  that  he  bad  said  it  was  merely  a  Poisons 
Act,  and  that  was  what  it  was,  as  they  had  to  give  way 
owing  to  opposition  at  the  time.    Nobody  could  deny  that 
their  men  were  much  better  equipped  for  the  sale  of  poisons 
than  ever  before.    It  had  been  said  that  there  was  nothing 
to  prevent  any  troublesome  member  of  the  House  of  Lords 
referring  this  Bill,  with  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
to  a  select  Committee  ;  but  they  did  not  want  that,  nor  did 
they  want  any  advice  from  trade  journals. 

Mr.  Atkins  was  sure  from  what  he  knew  that  there  was 
no  supineness  on  the  part  of  the  Society.    The  Bill  was  a 
bad  one,  and  he  was  astonished  that  it  had  passed  through 
the  House  of  Lords  so  noiselessly  and  oilily. 
Mr.  Allen  :  Pneumatic-tyred. 

The  Pbesident  said  he  would  sum  up  the  discussion  by 
saying  in  the  words  of  the  preface  of  the  "Calendar," 
"  the  education  of  the  vendor  is  the  only  safe  foundation 
for  a  Poison  Bill,"  and  that  that  was  the  only  ground  of 
their  opposition. 

The  Committee's  report  was  then  adopted. 

Beitish  Phaemaceutical  Confeeence. 
The  following  delegates  from  the  Society  were  then 
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elected  : — The  President,  Vice-President,  and  Messrs.  Atkins, 
Bateson,  Grose,  Johnson,  Martindale,  Park,  Symes,  and 
Young. 

Dr  Symes  asked  if  he  could  persuade  any  other  member 
to  go  as  delegate.  The  Belfast  meeting  promised  to  be  a 
good  one  ;  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and  drug- 
gists in  Ireland  had  sunk  their  differences — if  they  ever  had 
any — and  were  determined  to  give  them  a  hearty  and  enthusi- 
astic welcome,  and  were  trying  to  make  it  a  record  meeting. 

Bequest  to  Benevolent  Society. 

The  President  said  that  he  had  omitted  to  mention  that 
an  old  friend  of  the  Society  (John  Cripps),  who  died  in 
April,  had  bequeathed  2  000Z.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  There 
were  certain  conditions  attached  to  the  bequest,  which  were 
easily  got  over,  and  accepted  by  them.  "  It  is  satisfactory 
to  thirik  that  our  good  work  is  recognised,"  added  the 
President. 

Lettees 

were  read — one  from  the  Assistant-Secretary  in  Scotland, 
giving  the  results  of  the  election  of  members,  chairman, 
and  vice-chairman.  Another  was  from  Mr.  Welford,  of  the 
Asylums  Committee  of  the  London  County  Council,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  position  of  dispensers. 

.  The  Decimal  Association  wrote  asking  for  signatures  to  be 
affixed  to  a  petition,  asking  the  Government  to  use  the 
decimal  system  in  future  in  the  Customs  House,  Post  Office, 
Contracts  Department,  and  in  specifications  and  statistics. 
The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Library  Committee,  and  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Carteighe  they  were  given  power  to  affix  the 
seal  of  the  Society,  if  they  approved  of  it. 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Office  wrote 
to  thank  the  Society  for  examining  some  drugs  they  had 
submitted.  Dr.  Paul,  the  President  said,  had  done  the  work, 
but  the  quantity  submitted  was  too  small  to  permit  a  satisfac- 
tory report.  The  same  correspondent  also  wrote,  sending  a 
large  parcel  of  palm  kernels  from  the  Windward  Islands, 
and  asked  the  Society  to  report  on  them. 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board  for 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  1897,  had  also  been  received,  as  also 
the  report  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria.  A  portion  of 
the  report  of  the 

General  Purposes  Committee 

was  read,  recommending  various  prizes  for  botany  and 
chemistry.  Some  remarks  were  also  made  on  the  herbariums 
received.    There  were  six  sent  in  competition,  and 

Mr.  Allen,  noticing  that  two  were  from  Plymouth,  said 
great  credit  was  due  to  the  competitors  and  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  taught  them.  The  Plymouth  Associa- 
tion was  a  unique  one,  inasmuch  that  it  had  a  junior  and 
senior  section,  and  both  sections — master  and  apprentice — 
could  sit  at  a  common  board  and  enjoy  themselves. 

Dr.  Symes  commented  on  the  large  number  of  herbariums 
sent  in  ;  this  competition  was  usually  poorly  contested. 

Mr.  Park,  as  the  Plymouth  representative,  said  he  thought 
the  Society  had  caused  the  stimulus  by  sending  down  Mr. 
E.  M.  Holmes  to  address  the  students. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  public  business. 


IRcw  3Soohs. 


Baby-feedinr,    3g  y  5},    Pp.  62.    H<1.  (Wright.) 
Barton,   F.   T.     The    Horsc-oicncr's    Companion,  showing 
Simple  Ailments,  Accidents,  Sc.   32mo.    2s.  (Houlston.) 

i  Cuff,  H.  E.  A  Course  of  Lectures  on.  Medicine  to  Nurses. 
2i\ded.    7§x4J.   Pp.286.   3s.  6d.  (Churchill.) 

George,  G.  Practical  Organic  Chemistry.  7i  x  4J.  Pp.96. 
Is.  6rf.  (Clive.) 

Hewlett,  R.  T.  A  Manual  of  Bacteriology,  Clinical  and 
Avpliad.  With  an  Appendix  on  Bacterial  Remedies,  &c.  x  5i. 
Pp.  448.    10s.  6  I.  (Churchill.) 

Hinton,  A.  H.  Practical  Pictorial  Photography.  Part  I 
Illustrated    7£  x  4f .    Pp.108.    Is.    (Haiell,  Watson  &  Viney.) 

Morris,'  M.  Ringworm  in  the  Light  of  Recent  Research. 
Pathology — Treatment — Prophylaxis.  22  mioropliotographs  and 
"1  coloured  plate.    10x~7f.    Pp.150.    7s.  Sd.  (Cassell.) 


ftbc  Graoe  ano  tbc  poisons  BUI. 


THE  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  about  to  hold 
a  meeting  on  the  subject  of  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Bill. 
This  is  independent  of  the  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Defence  Association. 


"  Galen"  writes  as  follows  to  the  Daily  Mail :  — 

Chemists  situated  like  myself  in  poor  localities  are  perhaps  in 
the  best  position  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  proper  control  in 
the  sale  of  poisonous  drugs  and  chemicals,  and  when  refusing  to 
supply  carbolic  acid,  <fcc,  in  ginger-beer  bottles,  and  other  such 
receptacles,  we  are  coolly  told,  "  Oh,  we  can  get  it  at  the  oil- 
shop,"  and  so  they  do. 

To  what  end  is  the  chemists'  training  and  State-regulated 
examinations  if  not  for  the  protection  of  the  public  ?  Let 
chemists  control  all  poisons,  or  else  say  that  Poison  Acts  are 
failures,  and  allow  the  would-be  murderer  or  suicide  opportunities 
of  obtaining  with  equal  ease  prussic  acid,  morphia,  &c,  which 
will  at  least  be  no  less  efficacious  and  much  less  painful  means  of 
effecting  their  ends. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association 
was  held  on  Wednesday  night  to  discuss  the  Bill,  the  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews)  in  the  chair.  There  were  about 
thirty  chemists  present.  Before  the  subject  for  discussion 
was  introduced  Mr.  R.  Bremridge  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Association,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney  and 
W.  Harvey  were  elected  members.  The  Chairman  called 
upon  Mr.  Parker,  who  in  a  long  speech  argued  against  the 
Bill.  He  thought  the  least  the  Privy  Council  could  have 
done  would  have  been  to  consult  expert  opinion  before  draft- 
ing any  measure  on  a  subject  which  they  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about,  and  he  showed  the  absurdity  of  such  a 
Council  trying  to  regulate  the  storage  or  sale  of  poisons,  or 
any  other  business  of  which  they  were  in  ignorance.  He 
contended  that  chemists  and  druggists  generally  did  not 
desire  a  monopoly  in  the  sale  of  poisons— as  a 
matter  of  fact,  many  chemists  would  be  glad  to  be 
relieved  of  the  burden  of  poison-distribution.  The 
Duke  of  Devonshire  was  evidently  of  opinion  that 
chemists  wished  for  the  restriction  of  the  sale  of  poisons 
merely  for  their  own  profit ;  but  that  was  not  so,  as  they 
were  desirous  of  such  restrictions  merely  for  the  sake  of 
public  safety.  The  line  in  the  schedule  relating  to  sub- 
stances sold  for  poisoning  insects  and  vermin  was  comic. 
Would  it  include  camphor  and  turpentine  ? 

Mr.  J.  A.  Barnett  said  the  selling  of  poisons  was  a  bugbear 
to  him,  as  the  formalities  were  so  objectionable,  and  he 
thought  that  whatever  legislation  were  brought  forward 
there  would  be  cases  of  poisoning  just  the  same.  He 
thought  they  ought  not  to  trouble  themselves  so  much  about 
scientific  humbug  and  dispensing,  but  should  do  as  other 
traders  do,  and  look  at  how  much  can  be  gained  financially. 
He  would  sooner  sell  a  tin  of  sheep-dip  than  a  bottle  of 
medicine  at  Is.  6d.  and  be  told  afterwards  it  could  be 
bought  at  the  stores  for  \Qd.  It  was  more  of  the  golden 
precipitate  that  was  wanted.  Mr.  Barnett  was  diverging 
into  a  criticism  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  was 
stopped  by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Hyslop  thought  the  Bill  was  sadly  wanting  in  sound 
logic  and  common  sense.  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  J.  Hicks,  Mr. 
Tely  (^evenoaks),  and  Dr.  Paul  also  spoke,  and  ultimately 
the  following  resolution,  which  incorporated  one  drafted  by 
Mr.  Parker  and  another  by  Mr.  Andrews,  was  put  to  the 
meeting  and  carried  : — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  of 
London  is  of  opinion  that  the  Poisonous  Substances  Bill  is  alto- 
gether opposed  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  and  that  such  inter- 
ference with  the  arrangements  now  in  force  is  not  only  totally 
uncalled  for  but  productive  of  much  difficulty  and  danger  to  the 
public. 

It  was  also  moved  by  Mr.  Andrews  : — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  of 
London  requests  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
call  a  public  meeting  of,  the  whole  trade  with  the  object  of  orga- 
nising opposition  to  tbjf  Poisonous  Substances  Bill. 

This  was  seconder!  by  the  Chairman  and  carried  unani- 
|  mously. 
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©ur  poisons  Bill  Circular. 

THE  circular  to  members  of  Parliament  which  we  issued 
last  week  as  a  supplement  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  seems  to  have  pretty  fairly  expressed  the  views 
of  the  trade.  Some  scores  of  chemists  have  written  to  us  toN 
express  cordial  approval  of  our  action,  and  so  far  no  corre- 
spondent has  indicated  an  opposing  opinion.  These  are  a 
few  quotations  from  letters  received  :  — 

It  was  a  great  relief  in  this  frightful  state  of  apathy  and  in- 
capacity into  which  we  have  fallen  to  find  that  you  had  moved  in 
the  matter.— (227,73.) 

*  *  *  * 

Allow  me,  as  a  religious  reader  of  the  C.  «f-  D.  for  the  past 
eighteen  years,  to  congratulate  you  on  your  prompt  action. — 
(229,4.) 

*  *  *  % 

The  thanks  of  the  trade  are  due  to  you  for  your  vigorous 
opposition,  which  is  in  striking  contrast  to  .    (229,  36.) 

*  *  #  # 

Allow  me  to  express  how  fully  I  appreciate  the  pamphlet.  It 
answers  its  purpose  admirably. — (228  47.) 

*  *  * 

If  only  half  the  chemists  follow  up  your  valuable  lead,  and  do 
as  you  suggest,  I  believe  we  shall  get  a  modification  of  the  "pro- 
posed Act."— (227,72.) 

■:•  *  *  * 

.  .  .  Glad  you  have  given  us  the  opportunity  of  protesting 
against  this  grossly  unfair  measure. — (230/27.) 

A  page  of  the  same  sort  of  thing  might  easily  be  filled 
with  extracts  from  our  correspondence  of  this  week. 

We  ourselves  sent  a  copy  of  the  circular  to  every  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  with  a  letter,  and  we  have  reason 
to  know  that  by  this  action  we  have  already  aroused  some 
interest  in  the  measure.  We  have  at  least  ensured  that  it 
will  be  scrutinised  pretty  closely  when  it  is  submitted  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  One  member  of  Parliament  writes  to 
us  as  follows  : — 

There  is  quite  a  stir  in  the  House  about  the  Poisonous  Sub- 
stances Bill.  Great  astonishment  is  expressed  by  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  that  such  a  Bill  should  have  passed 
through  the  House  of  Lords  with  practically  no  comment. 

But  chemists  who  want  to  defeat  this  Bill  must  not  leave 
it  to  us.  Members  of  Parliament  have  a  wholesome  sus- 
picion of  journalists.  They  look  on  them  as  they  look  on 
professional  advocates,  and  do  not  allow  themselves  to  be 
too  much  influenced  by  them.  But  if  members  are  well 
peppered  by  their  constituents  with  arguments,  these  gain 
considerably  in  force.  We  have  received  postcards  from  a 
fair  number  of  chemists,  who  tell  us  they  have  sent  our 
circular  with  a  covering  letter  to  their  representatives,  and 
we  should  judge  something  like  half  of  the  members  have 
been  shot  at  in  this  way,  some  of  thtm,  perhaps,  two  or 
three  times  over.  But  this  wants  doing  very  thoroughly. 
There  is  time  for  it,  yet.  We  hope  that  a  good  number  of 
chemists  who  neglected  the  task  last  week  will  turn  to  it 
now.  They  will  find  the  circular  in  last  week's  issue.  They 
can  repeat  the  dose  to  great  advantage  with  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  circular  when  they  get  it.  The  Bill  has 
not  come  before  the  House  of  Commons  yet. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  says  the  Times,  "  has  written  to  : 
a  London  member,  who  has  been  asked  to  move  the  rejection 
of  the  Poisons  Bill  when  it  reaches  the  House  of  Commons, 
intimating  that,  as  some  misconceptions  have  arisen  con-  1 
cerning  the  provisions  of-  the  measure,  he  will  be  prepared 
to  receive  a  deputation  from  those  actively  interested  in  the 
gratuitous  distribution  of  disinfectants."  Mr.  H.  C.  Richards, 
MP.  for  East  Finsbury,  is  the  member  referred  to.  "We 
have  heard  no  more  about  that  deputation  since  the  Dake 
offered  to  hear  their  case,"  said  the  Duke's  secretary  to  a 
C.  D.  man,  who  called  to  know  when  the  event  was 
comic  g  off.  ] 


Zbc  press  ano  the  poisons  Bill. 

DO  our  daily  journalists  habitually  write  about  subjects 
without  taking  the  smallest  trouble  to  understand  them, 
or  are  they  incapable  of  comprehending  the  language  of  a 
•  Bill  1    Not  one  of  them,  so  far  as  we  have  seen,  has  under- 
stood the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  Poisons  Bill.    Here  are  a 
few  specimens : — 
The  Times  said  the  Bill 

has  alarmed  the  friends  of  sanitation  in  the  poorer  parts  of 
London,  and  metropolitan  members  are  being  asked  to  oppose  the 
measure  when  it  reaches  the  Commons.  The  provisions  to  which 
especial  objection  is  taken  are  those  compelling  the  seller  of  any 
disinfectant  which  contains  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  any  of  the 
scheduled  poisons  to  label  it  as  poison,  and  requiring  the  vendor 
and  purchaser  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
of  1868. 

The  curious  thing  is  that  the  Bill  contains  no  such  provi- 
sion. 

In  Ireland  (continues  the  Times  commentator)  the  Bill 
will,  it  is  declared,  create  even  greater  difficulty,  for,  while  the 
authorities  at  Dublin  Castle  are  giving  away  certain  disinfectants 
to  stamp  out  swine-fever,  the  whole  of  these  disinfectants  will  be 
brought  within  the  purview  of  the  Act  by  any  memorandum  of 
the  Irish  Privy  Council.  The  Irish  members  are  already  being 
approached,  and  their  hostility  to  the  measure  will  have  to  be 
reckoned  with. 

The  Editor  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  seems  to  have 
written  to  the  Times  to  put  it  right  in  regard  to  this  Bill, 
and  got  a  little  further  towards  a  definite  opinion  in  regard 
to  it  than  he  dared  express  in  his  own  paper.  "One  of  the 
chief  grounds  for  objecting  to  the  Government  Bill,"  he  told 
the  Times,  '.'will  probably  be  the  fact  that  it  does  not  pro- 
vide for  making  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act." 

The  Bill  is  described  by  the  Daily  News  as 

an  innocent-looking  Bill,  which  has  brought  a  vast  amount  of 
correspondence  upon  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
local  authorities,  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  enactment  would 
greatly  hamper  the  use  of  the  ordinary  disinfectants  in  street- 
cleaning  and  household  sanitary-purposes. 

The  halfpenny  journalist  was  no  better  informed  than  his 
penny  or  threepenny  contemporary.    The  Sun  says  :— 

If  this  Bill  becomes  law,  the  smallest  trader  in  a  back  street 
must  practically  print  labels  of  his  own,  and  where  local  authori- 
ties are  endeavouring  to  enforce  sanitation  by  the  distribution  of 
Jeyes',  Sanitas,  and  other  useful  compounds,  they  will  find  that 
they  are  handicapped  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  Bill,  which 
even  includes  the  ordinary  carbolic  acid.  As  the  vestries  do  not 
sell,  but  distribute,  these  disinfectants,  it  will  he  most  difficult 
for  the  Act  to  be  complied  with  in  hot  weather,  and  London  and 
our  great  centres  of  population  will  have  to  abandon  the  use  of 
disinfectants  for  the  want  of  proper  labels,  and  in  the  country 
vermin  and  insects  will  have  a  close  time  because  "  substances 
sold  for  the  purpose  of  poisoning  insects  or  vermin  "  will  have  to 
come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

It  would  be  hard  to  beat  that  paragraph  for  blunders. 
We  cannot  see  any  great  hardship  in  compelling  even 
sanitary  boards  to  carefully  labtl  the  poisons  they  dis- 
tribute, and  we  have  no  sympathy  with  the  journalist  who 
raves  one  day  against  the  law,  or  lack  of  law,  which  permits 
a  poison  like  carbolic  acid  to  be  sold  unlabelled,  and  the 
next  day  against  a  Bill  which  would  interfere  with  the  right 
of  the  small  trader  in  a  back  street  to  supply  the  deadly 
stuff  as  carelessly  as  his  good  pleasure  may  suggest. 

It  will  receive  a  stormy  welcome  when  it  reaches  the  Commons, 
says  the  London  correspondent  of  the  Birmingham  Pout.  The 
local  authorities  of  many  East-end  parishes  consider  that  it  will 
paralyse  their  efforts  for  the  use  and  distribution  of  disinfectants 
among  the  poorer  classes  if  .they  are  .brought  by  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  as  "the' registration  of 
names  of  purchaser  and  distributants  will  practically  prevent  the 
acceptance  of  disinfectants  altogether. 

As  will  be  seen  from  our  report,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  has 
met  the  objection  of  the  sanitary  authorities  by  limiting  the 
application,  to  far  as  carbolic  acid  is  concerned,  to  its  liquid 
form.  Whether  this  will  be  satisfactory  or  not  we  do  not 
know. 


46 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


July  9,  1898 


Xcoal  iRcports. 


The  Factory  Act. 

AT  the  Leeds  City  Police  Court,  on  July  1,  before  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  (Mr.  C.  M.  Atkinson),  Messrs.  Goodall, 
Backhouse  &;  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  of  Leeds,  were 
summoned  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  for  inade- 
quately fencing  a  dangerous  machine.  It  was  stated  for  the 
prosecution  that  the  machine  in  question  was  one  for  the 
cutting  of  tin  discs.  On  June  10,  a  boy  named  Arthur 
Dickinson  was  serving  tin  which  was  to  be  cut  to  one  of  the 
machines  in  question,  when  his  finger  slipped,  the  die  came 
down,  and  his  finger  was  cut  off  at  the  first  joint.  Mr. 
Hine  (Inspector  of  Factories)  stated  that  he  had  urged  the 
firm  for  thirteen  months  prior  to  the  accident  to  adopt 
guards.  On  behalf  of  the  defendants,  Mr.  Shepherd  urged 
that  the  machine  in  question  was  not  a  dangerous  one  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Machines  of  a  similar  character 
had  been  in  use  for  seven  years  without  accident,  and  it  was 
only  at  the  suggestion  of  the  inspector  that  guards  were 
provided.  At  the  time  of  the  accident  they  had  been  ap- 
plied to  two-thirds  of  the  machines  in  use.  A  fine  of  20Z. 
and  costs  was  imposed,  and  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
said  it  would  be  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  say  how 
much  of  that  amount  should  be  awarded  to  the  boy  as 
compensation. 


On  July  4,  at  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  Messrs.  Betts  &  Co., 
capsule-makers,  of  Wharf  Road,  City  Road,  were  summoned 
by  the  Home  Office  authorities  for  a  breach  of  the  Factory 
Acts  in  having  employed  two  lads  under  the  age  of  18 
after  9  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  defendant  firm 
pleaded  guilty,  and  said  they  had  an  urgent  shipping  order 
which  they  could  not  have  completed  without  the  labour  of 
the  lads.  Mr.  Bros  said  he  could  not  take  that  excuse,  and 
imposed  fines  and  costs  to  the  total  amount  of  81.  10s. 


The  Baking=powder  Litigation. 

On  July  2,  in  the  Chancery  Division,  Mr.  Justice  Romer 
gave  judgment  on  the  motion  in  this  action  by  which  the 
Royal  Baking-powder  Company  sought  to  restrain  Messrs. 
Wright,  Crossley  k.  Co.  from  issuing  circulars  stating  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to  sell  baking-powder  in  England 
under  the  name  of  "  Royal"  baking-powder. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  said  the  circular  issued  by  the  defen- 
dants on  April  20,  1897,  undoubtedly  seriously  interfered 
with  the  plaintiffs'  trade  in  their  baking-powder,  and  in  his 
opinion  was  unjustifiable.  It  was  true  that  the  defendants 
had  obtained  an  order  of  the  Court  removing  the  two  trade- 
marks referred  to  in  the  circular  from  the  register.  But  the 
rilaintiffs  were  entitled  to  continue  to  sell  their  powder  in 
this  country  as  "Royal"  baking-powder,  and  also  under  the 
label  in  which  it  was  then  being  sold  if  they  struck  off  the 
words  "  Trade-mark."  That  could  easily  be  done  without 
interfering  with  the  sale.  The  circular  as  a  whole,  his 
Lordship  considered,  would  convey  the  impression  to  the 
plaintiffs'  customers  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to 
sell  their  baking-powder  in  this  country  as  "  Royal  "  baking- 
powder.  He  directed  an  inquiry  as  to  damages  sustained  by 
the  plaintiffs  by  the  issue  of  the  circular,  and  granted  an 
injunction  restraining  the  defendants  from  further  issuing 
the  circulars  or  from  otherwise  representing  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to  sell  their  powder  as  "  Royal " 
baking-powder.  The  defendants  must  pay  the  costs  up  to 
and  including  judgment,  the  costs  of  the  inquiry  as  to 
damages  to  be  reserved. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Abticles   Liable   to  Decomposition. 

On  July  1.  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  before  Justices 
Day  and  Ridley,  Mr.  Bonsey,  instructed  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Beck, 
applied  for  a  mandamus  on  behalf  of  Mr.  W..  S  Glyn-Jones, 
chemist  and  druggist,  159  East  India  Road,  E.,  calling  upon 
Mr.  Mead,  a  magistrate  sitting  at  the  Thames  Police  Court, 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  state  of  case. 


Mr.  Bonsey  stated  that  the  appellant  was  summoned  under 
section  6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  selling  lime-water 
which  was  not  of  the  nature  and  substance  required. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  An  article  of  food  1 

Mr.  Bonsey :  Yes,  lime-water.  At  any  rate,  it  comes  under 
that  section  of  the  Act  which  states  that  where  an  article,  such 
as  butter  and  milk,  is  liable  to  decomposition  the  analyst 
shall  state  on  his  certificate  whether  any  such  decomposition 
had  taken  place  as  would  interfere  with  the  analysis.  This 
case,  in  the  first  instance,  was  heard  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  who 
adjourned  the  case,  stating  that  if  the  defendant  could  prove 
that  lime-water  was  liable  to  decomposition  decision  would 
be  in  his  favour,  and  would  carry  certain  costs.  The  case  on 
adjournment  was  heard  by  another  magistrate,  Mr.  Mead, 
who  found  that  while  lime-water  was  liable  to  decomposition 
it  was  not  such  decomposition  in  this  case  as  would  interfere 
with  the  analysis. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  Did  he  decide  that  it  was  not  liable  to 
decomposition  ? 

Mr.  Bonsey :  No ;  he  held  that  lime-water  was  liable  to 
decomposition,  but  that  in  this  case  no  decomposition  had 
taken  place  which  would  interfere  with  the  analysis. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  Then  he  Ifound  that  the  certificate  was 
in  proper  order.  What  objection  have  you,  Mr.  Bonsey,  to 
this  very  sensible  decision  ?  He  says  that  he  found  the  de- 
composition did  not  interfere  with  the  analysis. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  The  Act  states  that  when  an  article  is  liable 
to  decomposition — [Mr.  Justice  Day  :  As  all  articles  are] — 
the  analyst  shall  specially  report  whether  any  such  decom- 
position has  taken  place.  The  magistrate  found  that  lime- 
water  was  an  article  exceedingly  liable  to  decomposition, 
and  therefore,  I  contend,  the  analyst  ought  to  have  stated  in 
the  certificate  whether  this  had  taken  place  or  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Ridley :  I  do  not  see  that  on  the  affi- 
davit. 

Mr.  Bonsey  :  The  affidavit  states  that  it  was  liable  to  de- 
composition, and  it  is  admitted  that  the  article  in  question  is 
exceedingly  liable  to  change. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  I  think  this  is  a  case  where  the  magistrate 
should  use  his  common  sense,  and  should  read  the  Act  in  a 
rational  manner. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  I  contend  that,  as  the  magistrate  found  that 
lime-water  was  liable  to  decomposition,  the  certificate,  in  not 
stating  this  fact,  was  not  in  order.  The  Act  intended  that, 
in  order  to  do  away  with  the  attendance  of  the  analyst  at 
the  hearing  of  the  case,  the  certificate  should  be  evidence. 
In  this  instance  the  certificate,  on  the  showing  of  the 
magistrate,  was  not  in  proper  form,  and  was  therefore 
invalid. 

Mr.  Justice  Ridley :  Yes ;  but  in  this  case  it  would  have 
made  no  difference  whether  it  was  there  or  not,  the  magis- 
trate found  out  from  the  analyst  what  he  would  have  stated 
in  the  certificate — that  no  decomposition  had  taken  place 
which  would  have  interfered  with  the  analysis. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  Yes,  my  Lord,  but  you  cannot  cure  a  defect 
in  the  certificate  by  subsequently  calling  the  analyst  to 
rectify  it  by  verbal  evidence.  The  certificate  is  the  only 
evidence  put  in  by  the  prosecution,  and  a  man  has  a  right 
to  know  what  the  charge  against  him  is.  In  the  case  of 
articles  liable  to  decomposition,  it  is  open  to  a  defendant  to 
plead  this  fact  in  mitigation  of  his  offence.  The  magis- 
trate would  doubtless  be  guided  by  the  analyst's  certificate, 
and  would  conclude  from  the  fact  that  no  mention  was 
made  upon  the  certificate,  as  the  Act  required,  that  the 
article  in  question  was  not  liable  to  decomposition.  In  this 
way  a  great  injustice  might  be  done  to  the  defendant.  I 
contend  that  the  certificate  cannot  be  subsequently  amended. 
In  this  case  the  magistrate  ought  to  have  done  what  he  said 
he  would  do — state  a  case.  On  application  being 
made  to  him  to  do  so,  he  postponed  his  decision  upon 
this  point  until  it  was  too  late  for  the  defendant  to  appeal 
to  Quarter  Sessions,  and  no  other  course  was  therefore  left 
him  but  to  apply  to  this  Court  for  a  mandamus.  I  con- 
tend that  upon  the  facts  the  magistrate  ought  to  state  a 
case  ;  and  I  further  suggest  that  the  magistrate  has  read  the 
Act  wrongly. 

Mr.  Justice  Day,  after  a  short  conference  with  Mr.  Justice 
Ridley,  said  :  In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  occasion  for  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  The  case  is  as  plain  as  plain  as 
could  be. 

Mr.  Justice  Ridley :  I  agree  with  my  learned  colleague. 
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Alum  in  Gingerbread. 

Three  persons  were  summoned  on  Saturday  at  the  Wolver- 
hampton Police  Court  for  selling  at  the  Wolverhampton  Fair 
on  June  1  gingerbread  adulterated  with  alum.  In  one  case 
the  proportion  of  alum  was  46  gr.  per  lb.,  in  another  70  gr., 
and  in  the  third  75  gr.per  lb.  The  Inspector  who  prosecuted 
said  he  was  content  to  accept  nominal  penalties,  as  the 
object  of  the  prosecution  was  to  stop  the  use  of  alum  in 
.gingerbread.    Defendants  were  each  fined  Is.  and  costs. 


MALT-VINEGAB. 

At  the  Norton  (Mai ton,  Yorkshire)  Petty  Sessions,  on  July  2, 
Albert  Ross,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Norton,  was  charged 
by  the  inspector  with  "  selling  him  a  certain  article  of  food 
— to  wit,  malt-vinegar,  which  was  not  of  the  character, 
substance,  and  quality  demanded."  Mr.  Baynes,  county 
analyst,  was  called  to  prove  the  charge.  Mr.  John  Estill, 
solicitor  for  the  defendant,  denied  that  the  latter  ever 
represented  the  article  as  "malt"  vinegar.  It  was  "dis- 
tilled "  vinegar,  which  the  analyst  admitted  was  now  pushing 
the  other  out  of  the  market,  and  said  there  was  nothing 
injurious  in  it.  Supt.  Don  said  he  asked  for  "malt" 
■vinegar,  and  was  supplied  with  something  else.  The  Bench 
dismissed  the  case. 


The  Chemist  must  Pay  Damages. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
July  5  and  6,  before  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore  and  a  jury,  the 
case  of  Mitchell  v.  Staples  came  on  for  hearing.  Mr.  Jones 
was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Sington  represented 
■defendant.  Tbe  plaintiff  is  a  servant  girl,  named  Ruth 
Mitchell,  and,  according  to  the  opening  of  Mr.  Jones,  she 
claimed  from  the  defendant,  who  is  a  chemist  at  Fortess 
Road,  Kentish  Town,  damages  for  personal  injuries,  caused, 
as  she  alleged,  by  his  ntgligence.  On  October  12  of  last 
year  she  was  living  with  a  lady  in  Fortess  Road,  near  the 
■defendant's  shop,  and  she  was  sent  by  her  mistress  to  defen- 
dant's shop  to  make  a  purchase.  She  was  walking  along  the 
pavement,  and  just  at  the  moment  defendant  was  pulling 
down  his  window- blind  with  a  long  pole.  He  gave  her  no 
warning,  but  pulled  strongly  at  the  blind,  when  the  blind, 
the  blind-box,  and  all  the  fixture  came  away  and  fell  on  the 
plaintiff,  knocking  her  down  and  rendering  her  unconscious. 
Her  shoulder  was  injured,  her  knee-cap  was  dislocated,  some 
of  the  ligaments  of  one  of  her  legs  were  broken,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  she  had  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  was 
'unable  to  follow  her  employment  until  May  of  this  year, 
having  had  to  go  to  her  home  at  Chelmsford.  The  defence 
appeared  to  be  that  some  builder  or  builder's  sub-contractor 
was  to  blame,  but  counsel  would  call  evidence  to  prove  that 
that  was  not  so. 

Plaintiff  having  given  evidence,  as  to  the  accident,  wit- 
nesses were  called  to  prove  that  the  fixings  of  the  blind 
were  in  a  rotten  condition  and  unsafe. 

Mr.  Sington,  in  addressing  the  jury  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendant, contended  that  the  evidence  clearly  proved  that 
the  sun-blind  which  fell  and  injured  the  plaintiff  was 
iin  a  perfectly  secure  and  safe  condition  until  the  morning 
•of  October  12,  the  date  of  the  accident.  On  that  morning 
.some  workmen  were  engaged  in  repairing  the  revolving 
shutter,  and  he  submitted  that  the  accident  was  occasioned 
by  them  in  removing  certain  iron  supports  of  the  blind  un- 
known to  the  defendant.  He  argued,  therefore,  that  the 
defendant  could  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  negligence 
of  these  workmen.  Some  evidence  to  this  effect  having  been 
called,  the  jury,  after  a  lengthy  retirement,  found  for 
plaintiff,  damages  60/.  and  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Evidence  of  Means. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr,  the  case  of  Cooke  v.  Lewin  was  heard.  The 
plaintiff,  Mr  Silas  Cooke,  15  Philpot  Lane,  E  C,  applied  to 
have  the  defendant,  Mr.  Maurice  Lewin,  109  Euston  Road, 
committed  toHolloway  Gaol  for  the  non-payment  of  the  sum  of 
4/.  The  plaintiff  stated  that  the  defendant  was  the  manager  of 


the  British  Medicinal  Company,  and  that  he  had  an  ante- 
nuptial settlement  on  his  furniture.  He  had  given  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  although  he  was  in  receipt  of  31.  per  week, 
and  rooms  to  live  in.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the 
defendant  might  not  be  worth  a  shilling  for  all  the  plaintiff 
knew.  The  plaintiff  :  He  has  been  carrying  on  business. 
Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  retorted  that  carrying  on  business 
was  not  sufficient  to  justify  him  in  sending  the  defendant  to 
prison  because  he  did  not  pay  a  debt.  Was  the  defendant 
the  company  itself?  The  plaintilf  did  not  think  so.  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr :  There  are  a  great  many  people  who  call 
themselves  managers  who  are  really  the  compacies.  You 
had  better  subpoena  someone  from  the  company.  The  plain- 
tiff asked  to  be  allowed  to  give  some  facts  as  to  how  the 
transaction  came  about.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he 
would  assume  that  the  defendant  had  got  into  debt  by  the 
greatest  roguery.  He  could  not  send  him  to  prison  for  that. 
Unless  there  was  evidence  of  the  defendant's  means  he  could 
not  make  any  order  against  him.  That  was  the  law.  He 
could  not  help  it.  He  could  make  no  order.  The  plaintiff 
added  that  the  defendant  was  simply  setting  the  Court  at 
defiance.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  could  not  help 
that  either. 


Bankruptcies  anb  failures. 


Be  W.  Leask  &  Co.,  Monument  Buildings,  E.C.,  Colonial 
Brokers. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  July  1,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Brougham,  the  public  examination  of  Thomas 
Day,  Robert  Burd,  and  Edward  Hyde  Lex,  trading  in 
partnership  as  above,  was  taken.  The  accounts  showed  total 
liabilities  47,463/.,  of  which  44,361/.  0s.  Id.  are  unsecured, 
and  assets  valued  at  3,474/.  12s.  Qd.,  after  allowing 
538/.  17s.  Id.  in  respect  of  preferential  claims.  , 

Under  examination  by  Mr.  Howell,  Assistant  Receiver. 
Mr.  Day  stated  that  he  and  Mr.  Burd  were  formerly  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Wm.  Leask,  who  carried  on  the  business.  In 
July,  1886,  they  were  trtken  into  partnership  together  with 
Mr.  Lex,  who  was  Mr  Leask's  son-in-law.  Mr.  Leask  died 
in  October,  1886,  and  they  agreed  to  pay  the  executors 
about  10,000/.  by  instalments.  They  carried  out  that  agree- 
ment, and  continued  to  trade  under  the  same  style  and  at 
the  same  address  until  the  failure,  which  was  due  primarily 
to  heavy  falls  in  prices  between  1893  and  1397,  through  thu 
abundant  crops  abroad  and  to  the  large  stocks  held  generally 
in  the  trade;  also  to  losses  on  the  realisation  of  their  stocks 
and  to  heavy  bad  debts,  the  latter  causes  being  the  outcome 
of  the  former.  It  was  only  at  the  end  of  April  last  that 
they  realised  their  insolvent  condition,  because  up  to  that 
date  they  had  looked  forward  to  a  successful  realisation  of 
the  book-debts. 

The  examination  was  concluded. 


He  Pinnock  &  Abrams,  10  Mincing  Lane,  E.C,  Produce 
Brokers  and  Merchants. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  July  1,  Mr.  G.  A. 
Pinnock,  a  member  of  this  firm,  applied  for  an  order  of 
discharge.  Mr.  Pope,  Assistant  Receiver,  reported  that  the 
firm  failed  in  September,  1898.  Proofs  to  the  amount  of 
3.635/.  5s.  9d.  were  admitted  ;  and  the  assets,  valued  at 
779/.  6s.,  realised  359/.  4.s.  Id.  Under  an  arrangement 
entertained  by  the  creditors,  Mr.  Abrams  had  paid  over 
750/.  to  the  trustee,  but  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  obtain 
the  approval  of  the  Court  to  the  scheme.  A  dividend  of  4s. 
in  the  pound  had  been  paid  to  the  creditors.  Mr.  Pinnock 
commenced  to  trade  as  a  spice-broker  in  1890,  with  700/.  or 
800/.  given  to  him  by  his  father.  He  was  joined  by  Mr. 
Abrams  in  January,  1895,  but  no  articles  of  partnership 
were  executed.  In  the  early  part  of  1896  the  bankrupts 
lost  2,424/.  by  sugar-speculations,  and  in  1895  they  had  lost 
100/.  by  speculative  dealings  in  shellac.  As  offences  the 
Official  Receiver  reported  (1)  insufficiency  of  assets  to  pay 
10s.  in  the  pound  to  the  unsecured  creditors,  and  (2)  rash 
and  hazardous  speculation 

Mr.  Registrar  Brougham  granted  an  order  of  discharge 
subject  to  the  bankrupt  consenting  to  judgment  for  350/. 
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lie  John  Day,  19  Chapeltown  Road,  Leeds,  Chemist. 
A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  this  bankrupt  was  held  at 
the  offices  of  the  Leeds  Official  Receiver  on  July  4.  The 
liabilities  were  estimated  at  1,277/.  9s.  4<i.,  and  the  assets 
492/.  Qs.  Id.  Bankrupt  commenced  business  twenty-nine 
years  ago,  and  about  eighteen  years  since  opened  a  branch 
shop  in  Chapeltown  Road,  giviDg  up  a  shop  in  Kirkgate, 
which  did  not  pay.  He  had  3,000/.  left  by  a  relation,  and 
built  premises,  where  he  established  a  high-class  dispensing 
and  general  chemist"s  business.  It  was  a  profitable  busi- 
ness, but  he  began  to  speculate,  four  years  ago,  chiefly  in 
American  railway  shares,  and  lost  thereby  4,000/.  No  reso- 
lutions were  passed. 


Me  the  late  F.  D.  Delf,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  Dewsbury. 
On  Tuesday  afternoon  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  in  the 
estate  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  D.  Delf,  chemist,  Daisy  Hill,  Dews- 
bury,  was  held  at  the  offices  of  Messrs.  Blakeley  &  Clough, 
solicitors,  Dewsbury.  Mr.  W.  Dawson,  the  Accountant,  sub- 
mitted a  statement  of  affairs  which  showed  liabilities 
185/.  4s.  lid,  and  net  assets  estimated  at  167/.  6s.  Gd.  Mr. 
Blakeley  reported  that  he  had  received  a  further  claim  for 
13/.  from  a  Liverpool  firm.  Mr.  Dawson  explained  that  his 
statement  was  prepared  on  a  realising  basis.  Mr.  Blakeley 
remarked  that  after  her  husband's  death,  which  took  place 
on  August  5  cf  last  year,  Mrs.  Delf  had  paid  into  the  estate 
400/.,  and  that  she  was  now  practically  penniless.  Prior  to 
this  she  had  paid  1,600/.  into  the  business.  He  would  sug- 
gest that  an  allowance  be  made  to  her  out  of  the  estate.  The 
me. ting  agreed  to  accept  a  deed  of  assignment,  Mr.  Dawson 
to  act  as  trustee  On  the  understanding  that  the  estate  would 
be  wound  up  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  is  expected  that 
■when  the  estate  is  realised  the  trustee  will  be  able  to  pay  all 
the  creditors  in  full. 


Gasette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Elklngton,  E.  A.,  and  Baddeley,  C.  E.,  cinder  the  style  of 
Elliiugton  &  isaddiley,  Newport,  Salop,  surgeons,  apothecaries,  ami 
accoucheurs. 

Fordyee,  B.  E.,  and  Wilson,  A.  F.,  under  the  style  of  Fordyce  & 

Wilson,  Cambridge,  physicians  ai.d  surgeons. 
Humphreys,  G.  H.  W.,  and  Cardew,  H.  B,  under  the  style  of  Ward, 

Humphreys,  &  Oardew,  Cheltenham,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Little,  J.  P.,   and  Coulthard,   D.,    under   the  style  of  Little  & 

Coulthard,  Douglas,  chemists,  druggists,  and  drysalters. 
Locke,  S.,  and  Ingram,  J.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Locke  &  Ingram, 

Manchester,  veterinary  surgeons. 
Turner,  J.  S.,  Galton,  J.  H.,  and  Shearer,  D.  F.,  under  the  style 

of  Sidney  Turner,  Galton  <fe  Shearer,  Upper  Norwood,  surgeons  and 

apothecaries  ;  so  far  as  regards  D.  F.  Shearer. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1833  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Ordee. 

Lewes,  John,  Tenterden,  Kent,  mineral-water  manufacturer. 

Adjudication. 
Clark,  William  Donald,  Leeds,  chemist. 

Ordee  made  on  Application  foe  Discharge. 

Grevile,  Charles,  Ulverston  and  Barrow-in-Furnes=>,  surgeon-dentist — 
discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  June  15, 1900. 

"Pharmaceutical  Formulas."— "  The  result  has  been 
attained  only  by  the  application  of  attention  to  the  subject 
for  many  years  by  an  enthusiast." — J.  P.  S.    (226;78  ) 

Hippocrates  and  his  pupils  were  humoral  pathologists, 
and  hence  they  referred  dental  caries  to  a  bad  condition  of 
the  humors.  These  views  were  held  for  over  a  thousand 
years.  Fauchart  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  discover  the 
worms  supposed  to  be  concerned  in  most  cases  of  decay,  but 
never  succeeded. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRcws. 


Bagley  &  Co.  (Limited).  —  Capital  60,000Z.,  in  10/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of 
glass-bottle  manufacturers  carried  on  by  Wm.  Bagley,  Charles 

H.  Bagley  and  Percy  Bagley,  at  Knottingley,  Yorks,  as 
'•  Bagley  &  Co." 

Carbide-Acetylene  Trust  (Limited).— Capital  8,100/., 
in  1/.  shares  (100  deferred).  Objects:  To  acquire,  develop, 
turn  to  account  and  deal  with  any  patents,  concessions, 
rights  and  inventions.  The  first  directors  are: — Wm.  R. 
Smith,  engineer ;  Samuel  P.  Eastick,  chemist,  of  4  and  5> 
Warwick  Court,  Holborn  ;  and  Edwin  H.  Hilton,  engineer. 
Registered  office,  53  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

Concentrated  Extracts  (Limited).— Capital  5,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  manuficture,  sell,  and  deal  in 
medicines  and  medicinal  and  solid  and  liquid  food-prepara- 
tions.   The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — 

I.  H.  Campiorj,  clerk  ;  E.  W.  Pidgeon,  clerk;  F.  B.  Conyard  ;. 
A.  A.  Cooper,  clerk  •  R.  W.  Marchant,  secretary ;  R.  F. 
Lloyd,  clerk ;  and  E.  S.  Bateman,  clerk— all  of  London  and 
its  ne;ghbourhood.  Registered  without  articles  of  asso- 
ciation. 

Williams  &  Co.,  Ship  Supply  Deug- stores  (Limited). 
— Capital  500/.,  in  10/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the 
business  carried  on  at  8  James  Street,  Bute  Docks,  Cardiff, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  and  oil  and  colour  men.  The  first  subscribers  (each, 
with  one  share)  are : — Frank  W.  Williams,  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Eliza  H.  Williams,  33  Clare  Street,  Cardiff;  Miss  M.  C. 
Brend,  10  Great  George  Square,  Liverpool ;  T.  Price, 
9  Priorton  Terrace,  Swansea,  traveller;  Kenneth  B.  Brend, 
commission-agent,  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Brend,  3  Seryhennydd 
Place,  Cardiff;  Mrs.  Grace  W.  Williams,  Oakfield  House, 
Caerphilly.  Frank  W.  Williams  is  the  first  director  and 
manager. 

J.  R.  Faulkner  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  3  000/.,  in  1/. 
shaies.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  as 
"  J.  R.  Faulkner  &  Co."  at  173  Ladbroke  Grove,  Notting  Hill, 
W.,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  Harry  Zusman,  Carl 
Vandyk  and  James  Rossdale,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  &c.  The 
first  subscribers  are  : — Harry  Zusman,  115  Gloucester  Road, 
S.W.,  chemist  (998  shares);  C.  Vandyk,  125  Gloucester  Road., 
S.W.,  photo  artist  (998);  J.  Rossdale,  12  Westbourne  Grove, 
W.,  tailor  (998)  ;  H.  Monro,  82  Elgin  Crescent,  W.,  gentle- 
man (2)  ;  S.  Philipson,  198  Lancaster  Road,  N.W.,  gentleman 
(2)  ;  E.  Hepburn,  28a  Westbourne  Grove,  W.,  solicitor  (1)  ; 
J.  Fletcher,  79  Mark  Lane,  E.C  ,  C.A.  (1).  The  first  directors, 
are  Harry  Zusman  (managing  director  and  secretary,  with 
100/.  per  annum),  James  Rossdale  and  Carl  Vandyk.  Quali- 
fication, 50  shares.  No  remuneration  for  the  ordinary 
directors. 

James  Bureough  (Limited).  —  Registered  June  27. 
Capital  50,000/.,  in  1/.  shares  (15,000  preference  and  35,000 
ordinary).  Objects :  To  adopt  and  carry  into  effect  an 
agreement  for  the  acquisition  as  a  going  concern  of  the 
business  and  undertaking,  assets  and  liabilities,  &c,  of  a 
distiller,  &c,  carried  on  by  J.  Burrough,  at  Cale  Street  Dis- 
tillery and  23  Marlborough  Square,  Chelsea,  and  to  develop 
and  extend  the  same.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are: — E.  Burrough,  E.  J.  Burrough,  E.  E.  Burrough, 
E.  M.  Burrough,  all  of  Devonia,  Thornton  Heath  ;  T.  Bur- 
rough, 19  Kenil  worth  Avenue,  Wimbledon  Park;  J.  Burrough, 
109  Lupus  Street,  S.W. ;  and  T.  Tedbury,  70  Victoria  Road, 
Finsbury  Park.  ;The  first  directors  are  F.  and  E.  J.. 
Burrough,  G.  W.  Browne,  and  T.  Tedbury. 


The  Pomona  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — Mr. 
Montgomery  appeared  at  the  Chancery  Court  of  Lancashire, 
Manchester,  on  July  4,  in  support  of  a  creditor's  petition  for  -r 
the  compulsory  winding-up  of  this  company.  By  arrange- 
ment, the  petition  stood  over  for  three  weeks,  with  a  view  to 
the  company  going  into  voluntary  liquidation. 

The  Febeo-Sodium  Company  (Limited). — In  the  Chan- 
cery Division,  on  July  1,  application  was  made  on  behalf 
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•of  Mr.  A.  F.  Hills,  of  the  Thames  Ironworks,  for  the  appoint- 

,  ment  of  a  receiver  and  manager  of  the  de/endant  company 
on  the  ground  that  the  debentures  were  in  jeopardy. 
Counsel,  in  support  of  the  application,  said  that  ferro- 
sodium  was  a  flux  which  was  used  in  the  founding  of  iron, 
and  the  business  of  the  company  was  now  in  jeopardy, 

a  owing,  it  was  alleged,  to  the  gross  negligence  and  extra- 
vagance of  the  late  managing  director.  Mr.  Justice  North 
made  the  order  asked  for,  with  a  reference  to  chambers  as 

■  to  the  gentleman  to  be  appointed. 

Tobkington's  Household  Stoees  (Limited). — A 
creditor's  petition  for  an  order  for  the  winding-up  of  this 
company,  trading  as  drysalters,  patent-medicine  vendors, 

,  and  household  providers,  at  Beech  Road,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy, 
Manchester,  Bolton,  Had  field,  and  Glossop,  was  heard  by 
Judge  Parry  at  the  Salford  County  Court  on  July  4. 
Mr.  Talbot,  who  appeared  for  the  petitioner,  said  the 

•  company  was  incorporated  in  1895  with  a  capital  of  10  000/. 
The  petitioner's  claim  was  a  judgment-debt  for  254/.  for 
goods  sold  and  delivered.  The  managing  director  had 
written  on  May  6 :  "  We  have  had  a  succession  of  mis- 
fortunes which  it  was  beyond  human  foresight  to  anticipate." 
There  was  practically  no  opposition,  and  his  Honour  made  a 
compulsory  winding-up  order  with  costs  against  the  company. 

Kensington  Co-opeeative  Stoees  (Limited). — At  a 
meeting  under  the  winding-up  order  made  against  this 
•company  on  July  5,  the  chairman  (Mr.  S.  Wheeler,  Official 
Receiver)  said  the  mortgages  on  the  property  amounted, 
with  interest,  to  21,3002.,  the  debentures  to  26,700/.,  and  the 
unsecured  debts  to  18,000/.  The  assets  were  estimated  to 
produce  107,000/.  An  offer  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Jacob  Hertz  (Hertz  &  Collingwood)  to  take  over  the  whole 

•  of  the  assets  and  property  of  the  company,  unpaid  capital 
excepted,  at  a  minimum  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  costs  of 
the  liquidation  and  the  secured  and  unsecured  creditors  in 
full.    This  was  equal  to  a  cash  payment  of  about  70  000/. 

"The  ordinary  shareholders  (109,000/.)  were  to  receive  fully- 
paid-up  ordinary  shares  in  a  new  company  to  be  formed  by 
Mr.  Hertz  equal  to  10  per  cent,  of  their  paid-up  capital, 
whilst  the  preference  shareholders  were  to  have  fully-paid- 
up  preference  shares  to  an  equal  amount  of  their  paid-up 
capital.    It  was  resolved  to  accept  the  offer 

A  New  Mineeal-watee  Combine. — Within  the  next 
week  or  so,  says  the  Morninq  Advertiser,  will  be  issued  the 
prospectus  of  Rawlings  (Limited)  with  a  share  capital  of 
480.000/.,  and  a  4  per  cent,  debenture  capital  of  120,000/. 
The  share  capital  will  be  divided  into  240.000  5  per  cent, 
cumulative  preference  shares  of  1/.  and  240,000  ordinary 
shares  of  1/.  each.  .  The  five  amalgamated  companies 
*are : — H.  D.  Rawlings  (Limited) ;  Ray  &  Son-  (Limited)  ; 
Fleet's  Mineral  Water  .Business  (Bouillon  Fleet,  Limited); 
Hooper,  Struve  &  Co,  including  the  Royal  German  Spa, 
Brighton  ;  and  Hills,  Chapman&  Co.,  includin  the 
Magnum  Mineral  Waters  Company.  The  management  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  R.  J.  White,  managing  director 
of  H.  D.  Rawlings  (Limited)  for  the  past  eight  years,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  managing  director  of  Ray  &  Son 
(Limited)  for  the  last  seven  years,  thereby  ensuring  con- 
tinuity in  the  management  of  the  businesses.  Major  Clifford 
Probyn,  J.P..  L.C.C.,  will  assume  the  chairmanship,  and,  in 
addition  to  the  two  managing  directors,  the  other  members 
of  the  board  will  be  Mr.  C.  T.  Hills,  Mr.  W.  M.  Wilson,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Chapman,  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Berk.  It  is  stated  that  the 
entire  plant  of  the  amalgamating-works  is  capable  of  a  total 
output  of  about  600,000  bottles  of  mineral-waters  and  from 
38,000  to  40,000  imperial  gallons  of  ginger-beer  per  day  of 
twelve  hours,  and  there  is  ample  room  for  further  large 
increase  without  adding  to  the  present  premises  and  plant. 


A  Haie-dye  composed  of  aniline  black  with  3  per  cent 
of  vanadic  acid  (combined  with  excess  of  ammonia)  has 
been  observed  on  the  Continent. 

This  Nurse  is  not  a  Chemist. — A  nurse  in  the  Hospital, 
speaking  of  the  staining-properties  of  iodine,  says  that  a 
few  drops  of  carbolic  acid  (1  in  20)  added  to  the  iodine 
after  it  is  ready  prepared  for  use  as  a  lotion  Qjj.  ad  Oj  ) 
will  turn  the  lotion  white  and  prevent  any  staining  of  skin 
or  linen.  "  I  have  found  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  very 
^useful  myself,  and  would  like  to  pass  it  on  to  others." 


Craoe=flDarh9  applies  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Oltancery 
Lane,  W.O.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  June  22,  1898.) 

"  Kolawitch  " ;  for  chemical  preparations  for  economising  the 
consumption  of  fuel  in  fires.  By  Sophia  M.  Brookbank, 
31  Loughborough  Road,  Nottingham.  2L3,665. 

"Matolin";  for  chemical  substances  used  in  manufactures, 
photography,  or  philosophical  research.  By  Sissons  Brothers 
&  Co.  (Limited),  Sculcoates,  Hull,  varnish,  paint,  and  colour 
manufacturers.    2 1.3,907. 

"  Cei.rox  "  ;  for  medicated  wines  for  human  use.  By  D 
O'Reardon,  140  Gray's  Inn  Road,  manufacturer.  213,708. 

'  Fairilene  "  ;  for  medicated  ointment  for  human  use.  By 
Robinson  Company,  Melton  Street,  Nottingham,  manufactur- 
ing chemists.  214,188. 

"  Zoi.o";  for  vinegar.  By  Fardons'  Vinegar  Company  (Limited), 
Glover  Sti'eet,  Birmingham,  manufacturers.  213,952. 

"  Seretta  "  ;  for  starch  for  laundry-purposes.  By  H.  J. 
Gardiner,  Northumberland  Park,  Tottenham,  chemical- 
manufacturer.  214,206. 

"  Amiral  "  ;  for  a  perfumed  soap  for  reducing  corpulency.  By 
L.  E.  Granichstadten  &  Co.,  28a  Basinghall  Street,  E.C., 
merchants.  212,968. 

"Alvina";  for  preparations  for  toilet  use.  By  the  Antexema 
Company,  83  Castle  Road,  N.W.,  manufacturers  of  skin  and 
toilet  preparations.  213,885. 

Design  of  stirrup ;  for  perfumery  (including  toilet-preparations 
and  perfumed  soap).  By  W.  Gossage  &  Sons  (Limited), 
Widnes,  Lancashire,  soap-manufacturers.  214,520. 

[From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  June  29,  1898.) 

Device  of  mountain  stream  (the  essential  particular)  and  word- 
ing, "  Glaze  ;  "  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  1,  but  not  in- 
cluding chemical  preparations  of  alumina  or  any  goods  of  a 
like  kind;  and  for  borax.  By  VV.  T.  Glazebrook  &  Co.,  Old 
Swan,  Liverpool,  borax-manufacturers.    212,750  and  211,414. 

"  Darola  ;  "  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural,  horti- 
cultural, veterinary,  and  sanitary  purposes.  By  Emanuel 
Gideon,  Paris,  merchant.  214,382. 

"  Niquas  ;  "  for  a  composition  for  destroying  insects.  By  Corry 
&  Co.  (Limited),  16  Finsbury  Street,  E.C.,  horticultural 
sundriesmeu.  214,662. 

Facsimile  signature  of  "  Prof.  Dr.  Kemmerich  ;  "  for  all  goods  in- 
•  eluded  in  Class'3.  By  Professor  Dr.  E.  Kemmerich,  Bueno3 
Ayres,  doctor  of  medicine.  213,983. 

Picture  of  cowboy  on  bucking  horse  ;  for  a  medicine  for  colds,  &c. 
By  R.  M.  Paterson,  Broadhurst  Gardens,  N.W.,  engineer. 
214,175. 

Picture  of  three  fir-cones  and  wording ;  for  cutch.  By  G.  D 
Nicol,  Lancelots  Hey,  Liverpool,  cutch-importer.  213,552. 

"  Sonatogen  ;  "  for  food-preparations.  By  Bauer  &  Co.,  Berlin, 
_  manufacturers.  214,132. 

Facsimile  signature  (the  essential  particular)  and  label ;  for  a 
meat  and  malt  wine,  as  included  in  Class  43  only.  By  W. 
Brand,  Broxburn,  N.B.,  grocer  and  wine-merchant.  212,837. 

Device  (the  essential  particular)  and  wording ;  for  a  mineral 
water  from  St.  Winefride's  Well.  By  W.  A.  Howard,  Holy- 
well, mineral-water  dealer.  212,464. 

Device  and  wording  "Maori  Chief"  (the  essential  particulars); 
for  New  Zealand  pumice-soap.  •  By  R.  T.  Turnbull  &  Co., 
East  India  Avenue,  E.C.,  merchants.  212,284. 


Phaemaceutical  ■  Foemulas  '  is  a  most  interesting 
collection,  and  should  prove  very  useful  to  members  of 
the  trade."  —  An  Ex-Councillor  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 
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OCATION 

in  bottles  to  retail  at 

X/-,     and  £2/6. 


?9 


AND  0THE3 


ECTANTS 


lOLFHOe  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
FHE SB R¥BD  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOm  FfiPBR,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &o.  &o. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

AND  636-642  W.  55  Stebjct,  NEW  YORK. 


RATT 


SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEH 
EXPEDITION. 


Bears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Proprietors, CEREBOS  LTD.,  3  Maiden  Lane,  London,  B.C. 


SPEQBAL   SUMMER  OFFER. 


Howards'  Seidlitz.      English  Tartaric  Acid. 

Each  powder  accurately  weighed.  Wrapped  in  high-class  style. 

6-gross  lots,  ^|/-  per  gross. 

Smaller  quantities,  4/3  per  gross. 

HORA  &  CO.,  47  Minories,  LONDON, 


There   is   a   DEMAND  for  MEDICINAL, 
LICENCE-FREE 

COCA  WINE. 


The  "  Galen  "  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 


THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LIM= 


Wilson 


(JQHN    MOSS   &   CO  ), 

St.,  LONDON, 


S.E. 


Prepared  and  Bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Boozy-Reims,  from  the  finest  Natural 

Champagne,  and  the  leaveB  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  not  from  Cocaine. 
We  supply  *'  Coca-Tonic* *  Champagne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 
For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors — 
HERTZ  &  COLLINGWOOD,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON",  B.C. 


MELLEN'S 

OOD 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS 


The  principle  of 

fletcDers*  Concentrated  Elquors 

is  now  recognised  in  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA,  1898. 

1E01  tonal  Comments. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  and 
the  Poisons  Bill. 

We  are  heartily  glad  to  find  that  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  have  unanimously  re- 
solved to  organise  an  opposition  to  the  Poisonous  Substances 
Bill.  So  much  perhaps  we  may  say  without  offence,  though 
it  seems  difficult  for  us  to  avoid  conflict  with  the  gentlemen 
at  Bloomsbury  whether  we  oppose  them  or  agree  with 
them.  The  ex-President  of  the  Society,  for  instance, 
gracefully  announces  that  he  for  one  does  not  want  the 
advice  of  a  trade-journal  on  such  a  matter.  Our  reply  is- 
that  so  long  as  he  and  a  few  like  him,  who  hold  that  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  was  merely  a  miserable  poisons  Act„ 
are  on  the  Council,  our  advice  will  be  salutary  if  not  neces- 
sary. At  any  rate,  it  will  be  given  whenever  we  may  think 
it  called  for.  Just  now,  however,  as  we  have  already  said, 
we  have  only  congratulations  to  offer.  We  do  not  ignore 
the  great  influence  ,which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  can- 
exercise  first  on  the  trade,  and  secondly  on  Parliament,  by 
well-engineered  opposition.  But  we  are  bound  to  remark 
that  a  great  deal  of  valuable  time  has  been  lost.  The 
Council's  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  met  on  June  1? 
and  "  began  to  consider "  the  Bill.  Having  got  as  far  as 
that,  they  adjourned  until  July  5.  Meanwhile  the  Bill 
passed  through  all  its  stages  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where 
.t  could  have  been  most  easily  discussed.    Even  so  recently 
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as  last  week  the  Society's  journalistic  organ  was  in  a  pitiable 
state  of  indecision  in  regard  to  the  measure,  and  had  to 
content  itself  with  feebly  criticising  a  couple  of  words  in 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  speech.  It  certainly  seemed  to 
the  outsider  that  advice  and  some  sort  of  action  was  badly 
needed.  The  circular  we  published  last  week  has  explained 
the  chemists'  case  to  hundreds  of  members  of  Parliament 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  work  will  have  been  by  so 
much  facilitated.  It  would  not  have  spelt  ruin  to  the  Society 
if  the  Council  had  complimented  us  on  our  action. 

The  real  ground  for  opposition  to  the  Bill  is,  to  use  the 
President's  expression,  that  it  undermines  the  principle  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  We  agree,  with  Mr.  Martindale 
and  other  speakers,  that  in  bringing  in  such  a  measure  with- 
out consulting  with  those  who  have  had  the  administration 
of  the  earlier  Act  in  their  hands,  the  Privy  Council  has  dis- 
played an  unworthy  and  an  unstatesmanlike  attitude.  But 
we  still  think  the  Privy  Council  authorities  can  show  a 
strong  case  for  the  proposal  in  "the  second  clause  of  their 
Bill.  That,  however,  is  quite  a  subsidiary  consideration  at 
the  moment,  and  we  trust  that  the  promised  official  circular 
will  very  soon  appear  (we  do  not  care  how  much  more 
effective  it  is  than  ours),  and  that  chemists  all  over  the 
country  will  join  in  the  contest  with  a  firm  determination  to 
defeat  this  ill-advised  departmental  arrogance. 


Decomposition — 
Within  the  Meaning  of  the  Act. 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  legal  reports  that  the  High  Court 
has  refused  to  direct  the  Thames  Police  Court  Magistrate 
to  state  a  case  in  regard  to  his  decision  in  the  recent 
lime-water  prosecution  in  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  the 
defendant.  The  facts  of  this  case  as  they  have  been  reported 
are  of  some  importance  to  chemists  and  druggists,  all  of 
whom  are  daily  liable  to  prosecutions  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  They  may  be  briefly  summarised  as 
follows: — The  Poplar  Inspector  made  a  purchase  of  lime- 
water  at  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  shop — it  need  hardly  be  added,  in 
his  absence — and  a  summons  followed,  on  the  ground  that 
the  lime-water  was  deficient  in  lime.  When  the  case  was 
heard  the  Inspector,  who  was,  of  course,  the  complainant, 
admitted  in  cross-examination  that  lime-water  was  an  article 
liable  to  decomposition.  Upon  that  admission  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  contested  the  validity  of  the  certificate.  He  drew  the 
Magistrate's  attention  to  the  fact  that  Section  18  of  the  Act 
requires  that  "  the  certificate  of  analysis  shall  be  in  the 
form  set  forth  in  the  schedule  hereto  or  to  the  like  effect," 
and  that  the  schedule  makes  it  essential  "in  the  case  of  a 
certificate  regarding  milk,  butter,  or  any  article  liable  to 
decomposition,"  that  "  the  analyst  shall  specially  report 
whether  any  change  had  taken  place  in  the  constitution  of 
the  article  that  would  interfere  with  the  analysis."  Here 
was  an  article  admittedly  liable  to  decomposition,  but  the 
analyst  had  made  no  allusion  to  the  fact.  The  omission,  he 
contended,  rendered  the  certificate  invalid  and  he  claimed 
the  dismissal  of  the  summons.  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  Magis- 
trate, apparently  appreciated  the  point,  and  so  did  the  prose- 
cuting solicitor,  for  he  threw  his  witness  over,  stating  that 
lime-water  was  not  an  article  liable  to  decomposition,  and 
that  the  Inspector  did  not  know  what  he  was  talking  about. 
The  case  was  adjourned  for  the  attendance  of  the  public 
analyst,  Mr.  Dickinson  stating  that  if  the  defendant  could 
prove  that  lime-water  was  liable  to  decomposition  the  case 
would  be  dismissed,  with  costs.  Unfortunately  for  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  the  adjourned  hearing  came  before  another 
Magistrate,  Mr.  Mead,  and  it  was  significant  that  when  the 


case  came  on  the  second  time  the  prosecution  so  doubted1 
the  validity  of  their  certificate  that  they  then  asked  the 
Magistrate  to  discard  the  certificate  entirely  and  to  rely 
upon  the  evidence  of  the  analyst.  This  ingenious  proposal, 
however,  Mr.  Mead  refused  to  allow,  pointing  out  that  the 
certificate  was  by  the  Act  rendered  a  condition  precedent  to 
all  proceedings,  and  that  he  could  not  permit  an  informality 
in  the  certificate  to  be  so  rectified.  Unfortunately,  too,  for 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  the  Magistrate  decided  to  hear  the  whole 
case  upon  its  merits,  and,  though  it  was  contended  that- 
when  sold  the  lime-water  was  not  in  the  state  in  which  the 
analyst  stated  he  found  it,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  admitted  that  it 
was  not  of  the  required  strength.  Instead  of  confining  the 
evidence  to  the  question  of  the  liability  of  lime-water  to  de- 
compose, which  we  should  have  thought  was  the  question 
before  the  Court,  the  Magistrate  asked  for  evidence  whether 
this  particular  sample  had  decomposed.  The  public  analyst- 
stated  upon  oath  that  lime-water  was  a  stable  article,  anJ 
not  liable  to  decomposition,  but  he  hardly  succeeded  under 
cross-examination  in  maintaining  so  extraordinary  a  state- 
ment. The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  Squire's  Companion  and 
Attfield's  Chemistry  were  too  much  for  him.  When  the 
case  was  completed,  the  Magistrate,  without  putting  the 
analyst  in  the  witness-box,  asked  him  whether  lime-water 
decomposed  in  the  same  manner  as  butter  or  milk.  The 
analyst  replied  that,  whilst  the  decomposition  of  butter  or 
milk  would  interfere  with  the  analysis,  the  decomposition  of 
lime-water  would  not.  That  contention  may  look  plausible, 
but,  surely,  the  fact  that  some  of  the  hydrate  of  lime  being 
converted  into  chalk  would  necessitate  further  tests  on  the 
part  of  the  analyst,  and  as  the  word  "  interference  "  in  this  case 
cannot  be  understood  to  mean  such  a  condition  of  thiogs  as 
would  prevent  analysis,  we  do  not  think  the  distinction  was- 
justified.  The  Magistrate,  in  giving  his  decision,  said  it  had 
been  conceded  on  all  hands  that  there  was  no  suggestion  of 
fraud  in  the  case,  and  that  what  had  happened  was  due  to- 
want  of  care.  He  was  satisfied  that  lime-water  was  liable 
to  decomposition,  but  as  there  was  no  evidence  that  the 
decomposition  had  interfered  with  the  analysis,  he  held 
that  the  analyst  was  not  called  upon  to  make  the  special 
report  referred  to.  He  imposed  a  nominal  penalty  of  10s., 
with  costs. 

We  do  not  understand  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  complains  of 
this  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  with  character- 
istic pluck  and  tenacity  he  subsequently  applied  for  a 
case  to  be  stated  on  the  point  of  law,  and  when  this  was 
refused  by  the  Magistrate  he  went  to  the  High  Court  for 
a  mandamus,  and  failed  once  more.  The  issue  raised 
is  not  merely  a  technical  point ;  it  has  a  real  importance, 
and  we  hope  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  will  find  some  way  of 
raising  it  again  when  a  suitable  case  presents  itself. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  those  who  framed  the  Act 
meant  to  protect  the  grocer  from  injustice  by  being  sum- 
moned in  reference  to  a  sample  of  butter  which  had  decom- 
posed after  it  had  left  his  hands  without  giving  similar 
protection  to  the  chemist  selling  such  articles  as  lime-water 
and  spirit  of  nitre.  The  analyst's  certificate  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  the  all-important  document.  It 
is  used  first  of  all  for  the  guidance  of  the  prosecuting 
authorities,  and  it  is  conceivable  that  in  cases  of  articles 
liable  to  decomposition,  where  the  deficiency  is  small,  a  state- 
ment upon  the  analyst's  certificate  that  the  article  is  so  liable 
to  change  would  greatly  influence  the  authorities  in  deciding 
whether  to  take  out  a  summons  or  not.  Even  in  a  case 
where  the  analyst  stated  upon  the  certificate  that  whilst  the 
article  was  liable  to  decompose  no  decomposition  had  taken 
place  between  the  time  it  was  sold  and  the  time  it  was 
analysed,  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  defendant,  in 
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pleading  mitigation,  to  be  able  to  point  to  the  analyst's 
certificate  as  evidence  that  the  deficiency  complained  of 
is  not  necessarily  due  to  adulteration,  but  was  more  probably 
caused  by  deterioration.  A  line  could  then  be  drawn  be- 
tween an  act  of  positive  adulteration,  or  fraud,  and  one  of 
carelessness  or  inadvertence.  If  in  prosecutions  relating  to 
spirit  of  nitre,  lime-water,  and  other  changeable  drugs  or 
chemicals,  the  analyst  is  required  to  report  that  the  article  is 
liable  to  decomposition,  and  that  change  has  or  has  not  taken 
place,  the  prosecution  will  have  to  exercise  greater  care  than 
they  at  present  do  when  purchasing  these  articles  for 
analysis.  In  the  case  under  review  it  was  shown  that  the 
inspector  neglected  the  precautions  necessary  for  preserving 
the  article  in  its  proper  state.  In  the  case  of  spirit  of 
nitre  the  necessity  for  scrupulous  care  in  this  respect  is  even 
more  obvious.  Mr.  Justice  Day  seems  to  have  been  influenced 
by  the  consideration  that  all  substances  are  liable  to  decom- 
position in  a  sense.  If  the  decomposition  is  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act,  the  only  conclusion  is  that  the  certificates 
should  always  state  that  fact.  It  is  at  any  rate  no  answer 
to  the  contention  in  the  present  instance. 

An  important  point  to  remember  is  that  the  Act  purposely 
■makes  the  certificate  complete  evidence  in  order  to  avoid  the 
necessity  and  expense  of  bringing  the  analyst  to  court,  and 
in  the  case  of  a  defendant  pleading  that  the  article  was 
liable  to  decomposition,  as  Mr.  Bonsey  argued  before  the 
High  Court,  the  Magistrate  would  be  justified  in  discounting 
that  evidence  on  the  ground  t'aat  the  analyst  had  not  so 
reported. 


Market  Movements. 

In  our  Trade  Report  are  included  the  figures  respecting 
imports,  deliveries,  and  stocks  of  the  principal  drugs  stored 
in  the  public  warehouses  and  docks  of  London.  The  statistics 
do  not  include  the  stocks  of  drugs  in  private  warehouses- 
As  they  are  the  figures  are  a  sufficient  guide  to  merchants, 
and  they  bring  out  clearly  the  position  of  the  articles  men- 
tioned. We  find,  •  for  example,  that  there  is  a  fairly  good 
stock  of  aloes,  although  Cape  sort  is  low  down  ;  the  stock  of 
.  benzoin  is  not  above  the  average,  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
holders,  more  of  it  is  being  landed  than  delivered — thus,  in 
June,  424  cases  were  taken  out  of  the  warehouses,  and 
932  of  fresh  import  took  their  place.  While  this  sort  of 
thing  continues  prices  will  be  feeble.  We  have  the  biggest 
stock  of  cardamoms  in  London  now  that  we  have  had  for 
six  years,  although  the  demand  has  been  good ;  the  fact 
being  that  Ceylon  planters  are  overdoing  the  cultivation 
s  jmewhat,  and  are  not  giving  so  much  attention  to  quality 
as  they  are  doing  to  quantity.  Calumba  is  in  a  sad  state ; 
we  are  now  full  up  with  the  drug,  more  than  a  thousand 
■cases  having  been  landed  since  the  half-yearly  figures  were 
brought  together.  There  is  little  demand  for  the  drug — 
indeed,  only  picked  and  fine  stuff  is  scarce.  It  is  curious  to 
note  that  the  deliveries  of  camphor  this  year  are  but  half 
the  average,  which  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
syndicate  stock  has  been  cleared  out.  Yet  the  declared 
stock  is  good — viz.,  9,843  packages.  We  have  been 
getting  better  supplies  of  cinchona  from  Java  and 
East  India  this  year,  and  have  been  able  to  buy  only  in  the 
proportion  of  two-thirds  of  what  has  been  landed,  but  the  old 
stock  South  American  bark  has  been  eased  off  a  bit.  Cubebs 
have  quite  overthrown  the  prophets  this  year.  In  December 
last  we  seemed  in  for  a  high  range  of  prices  ;  now  the  berries 
can  be  bought  at  half  what  they  were  then,  the  stock  is 
heavy,  and  in  June  only  five  packages  were  delivered  from 
the  warehouses,  and  76  were  imported.  We  also  note  that  the 
exports  from  Java  for  the  ten  months  ending  Apiil  30 


amounted  to  5,262  piculs,  or  double  the  average.  In  face  of 
that  high  prices  are  in  the  remote  future.  Ipecacuanha  is  in 
an  interesting  position  ;  we  might  almost  say  "  critical,"  for 
purchasers  have  been  buying  from  hand  to  mouth  this  year, 
yet  they  have  bought  304  bales  of  Rio  root,  and  only  231 
were  imported  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  The 
107  bales  landed  last  week  and  this  help  to  swell  the  stock.  The 
despised  cartagena-root  has  been  selling  well  considering  that 
the  B.P.  has  specially  provided  for  its  exclusion.  Last  month 
55  bales  were  taken  out  of  the  warehouses,  leaving:  only  67  in 
stock.  Senna  is  still  wanted,  the  stock  being  570  bales,  or 
only  half  of  last  year.  Of  :all  the  figures  in  the  table  the 
most  interesting  at  the  present  time  are  those  about  quinine 
sulphate.  This  week,  the  second-hand  price  of  this  article 
is  on  a  level  with  the  maker's  price,  and  even  10\d.  has  been 
paid  for  new  stock  for  early  delivery,  but  buyers  find  it 
difficult  to  get  anything  at  all  from  second-hands.  To 
assume  that  this  is  due  to  scarcity  would  be  preposterous  in 
face  of  the  monthly  statistics,  which  show  that  the  stock  in 
the  warehouses  at  the  end  of  June  was  1,604,544  oz.,  as 
compared  with  1,415,840  oz.  at  the  same  date  last  year.  It 
is  believed  that  the  stock  held  in  private  warehouses  does 
not  take  the  total  in  second-hands  beyond  2,000.000  oz., 
but,  as  an  explanation  of  the  present  hardness,  it  is  under- 
stood that  a  large  proportion  of  the  stock  is  held  at  such  a 
high  figure  that  to  realise  now  would  mean  such  a  loss  to 
the  holders  that  they  perforce  must  hold,  and  others  are 
content  or  able  to  wait.  What  the  future  of  quinine  will  be 
is  a  mystery  which  even  the  manufacturers  do  not  pretend 
to  penetrate.  So  far  the  Java  quinine  in  toto  is  not  a 
formidable  competitor,  as  the  exports  during  the  first  ten 
months  of  manufacture  amount  to  just  about  50,000  oz.,  and 
consisted  of  119  cases,  of  which  54  went  to  Holland,  109  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  25  to  the  United  States.  But  the 
April  consignment  amounted  to  69  cases,  50  of  which  came 
to  London,  and  19  went  to  Amsterdam — no  more  is  being  con- 
signed to  New  York,  at  least  for  the  present,  although  most  of 
the  Java  quinine  is  consumed  in  the  United  States.  We  are 
informed  that  the  April  rate  will  be  maintained,  and  even 
increased,  so  that  European  manufacturers  have  to  reckon 
with  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  million  ounces  of  that  stuff  per 
annum.  It  is  not  formidable,  being  just  one-fortieth  of  the 
annual  need,  but  it  will  suffice  to  keep  the  Java  factories 
going,  and  they  have  the  facilities  and  the  labour  to  produce 
ten  times  as  much,  so  that  this  quinine  is  likely  to  be  a 
disturbing  influence  for  some  time  to  come. 

There  are  other  articles  of  commercial  importance  which 
require  close  watching  just  now.  We  note  especially  citric 
acid,  which  has  increased  in  value  because  American  makers 
have  been  unable  to  get  supplies  of  native  juice  and  have 
been  buying  in  Europe;  they  are  also  buying  tartaric 
materials,  and  further  advance  in  cream  of  tartar  and  tar- 
taric acid  is  predicted.  If  the  war  ends,  material  will  be 
thrown  on  the  market  for  realisation,  but  until  that  happens 
slow  business  and  high  prices  for  some  things  will  obtain. 


FAILURES. 

The  record  of  failures  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  half- 
year  just  ended,  as  tabulated  by  Mr.  Richard  Seyd,  F.S.S., 
shows  a  total  of  4,455  (2,450  bankruptcies  and  1,768  deeds  of 
arrangement).  In  the  first  half  of  1897  the  failures  num- 
bered 4,153  (2,346  bankruptcies  and  1,807  deeds).  Whole- 
sale druggists  figure  in  the  list  as  6  in  the  first  half  of  1898, 
and  5  in  the  first  six  months  of  1897 ;  retail  chemists  and 
druggists  are  19  this  year,  and  20  last  year  to  the  same  date. 
Medical  men  are  22  against  11,  aerated-water  makers  16 
against  11,  drapers  228  against  228,  farmers  188  against  276, 
grocers  419  against  421,  ironmongers  51  against  63,  news- 
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paper  proprietors  7  against  7,  photographers  7  against  7,  and 
private  persons  134  against  118,  the  first  figures  quoted  being 
always  those  of  the  first  half  of  1898. 

ASHANTI  PRODUCE. 

The  last-issued  number  of  the  Kcw  Bulletin  contains  some 
particulars  of  the  botany  of  Ashanti  which  Surgeon-Captain 
H.  A.  Cummins  gathered  during  the  1895  expedition,  who 
brought  home  with  him  200  specimens,  which  have  been 
classified  at  Kew.  He  mentions  in  his  report  amongst 
the  plants  cultivated  in  the  country  are  papaws,  castor  oil, 
and  chillies ;  ginger-plants  grew  18  inches  high  in  three 
weeks  ;  palm  oil  and  cocoanut  oil  can  be  produced  on  a  good 
scale  ;  kola-nuts  are  obtained  and  the  plant  is  plentiful ;  and 
there  is  plenty  of  rubber  to  be  had.  The  report  concludes 
with  a  list  of  the  plants  of  which  the  surgeon  brought  speci- 
mens home,  and  one  is  almost  inclined  to  hope  from  this  that 
some  good  may  come  out  of  Ashanti  yet. 

ASSAY   OF  BISMUTH  NITRATE. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  German  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  held  at  Berlin,  Dr.  Hermann  Thorns  contributed  a 
paper  on  "  The  Assay  of  Bismuth  Subnitrate."  He  criticised 
the  German  Pharmacopoeia  tests  for  the  salt,  and  argued 
that  the  acidity  should  be  limited  by  direct  determination. 
For  this  purpose  he  suggested  the  addition  of  a  test  to  the 
following  effect : — Two  grammes  of  bismuth  subnitrate 
should  be  shaken  with  afewc.c.of  water  in  a  100-c.c.  flask,  and 
10  c.c.  of  normal  potash  solution  added.  The  mixture  is  to 
be  well  shaken  for  five  minutes, anddistilled  water  added  up  to 
the  100  c.c  mark.  It  is  then  set  aside  for  a  few  minutes,  in 
order  to  allow  the  bismuth  oxide  to  settle,  and  50  c.c.  of 
the  clear  solution  is  drawn  off  with  a  pipette.  The  solution 
is  then  titrated  with  normal  hydrochloric  acid,  using  litmus 
or  phthalein  as  an  indicator,  and  not  less  than  2  1  c.c.  or 
more  than  2  4  c.c.  of  the  normal  acid  should  be  required 
for  neutralisation,  this  being  equivalent  to  79  to  80  5  per 
cent,  of  bismuth  oxide  in  salt. 

PILLS  UNDER  THE  HAMMER. 

Last  year  attention  was  called  by  an  American  pharmacist 
to  the  fact  that  coated  pills  generally  could  be  driven  without 
breaking  into  a  board  of  wood,  but  that  friable  pills  break 
down  in  the  process.  This  startled  everybody  until  a 
philosopher  showed  that  many  soft  things  can  be  driven  into 
wood,  and  even  that  clay  can  be  made  to  penetrate  an  inch 
armour-plate;  it  was  alsa  explained  that  friability  and 
solubility  do  not  necessarily  go  together.  To  all  this  has 
now  to  be  added  a  pap?r  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Sherrard,  which  is 
reprinted  in  the  New  Idea,  and  in  which  it  is  proved  that  the 
gelatin  coating  of  pills,  while  not  at  all  interfering  with 
their  solubility,  is  an  admirable  buffer  to  percussion.  Then 
Mr.  Sherrard  goes  on  to  show  that  crystals  of  potassium 
sulphate,  tartaric  acid,  sugar,  borax,  caustic  soda,  pDtassium 
bromide,  and  many  other  very  soluble  substances  can  be 
driven  into  wood  by  a  hammer  without  fracture.  He  shows 
the  photograph  of  twenty-seven  substances  so  treated.  But  the 
real  object  of  his  paper  is  to  prove  that  mass  pills  are  more 
soluble  than  friable  pills,  which  he  does  ;  and  as  the  makers 
of  the  latter  originated  the  hammer  idea,  they  must  be 
beginning  to  be  sorry  that  they  did  not  stick  to  the  thumb. 

PAGENSTECHER'S  OINTMENT. 

On  page  631  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  is  a  note  on 
this  ointment  in  which  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Balmanno  Squire  anticipated  by  a  few  months  Dr 
Pagenstecher's  publication  of  the  use  of  yellow  oxide  of 
mercury  in  place  of  the  red  for  medicinal  purposes.  Mr. 
Squire  made  his  announcement  to  a  Bloomsbury  Square 
audience  in  March,  1865 ;  and  Dr.  Pagenstecher's  did  not 


appear  in  England  until  July  of  the  same  year.  Professor 
H.  Pagenstecher,  the  nephew  of  Dr.  Alexander  Pagenstecher, 
has,  since  the  publication  of  our  book,  communicated  a  note 
to  a  German  ophthalmic  journal,  in  which  he  states  that  his 
uncle  first  used  the  yellow-oxide  ointment  in  1856.    He  got 
the  idea  of  using  mercuric  oxide  as  an  eye-salve  from  a 
family  of  the  name  of  Heck,  who  made  an  ointment  by 
mixing  1  part  of  red  precipitate   with  8  parts  of  fresh, 
butter.    Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  preparing  this  ointment, 
Apotheker  Hofmann,  of  Wiesbaden,  suggested  to  Dr.  A.  Pagen- 
stecher that  he  should  use  precipitated  or  yellow  oxide  ;  and 
Pagenstecher  tried  it  with  the  results  that  the  medical  world 
knows.     Hofmann  gave  Dr.   Pagenstecher  directions  for 
making  the  ointment,  which  consisted  substantially  in  pre- 
cipitating a  mercuric-chloride  solution  with  potash,  collect- 
ing the  precipitate,  washing  it,  and  drying  in  the  dark.  The 
powder  was  as  required  rubbed  down  in  a  porcelain  mortar 
with  a  few  drops  of  almond  oil,  and  mixed  with  the  proper 
proportion  of  a  non-aqueous  ointment.    It  may  be  useful  to 
recall  the  fact  that  when  Mr.  Squire  read  his  paper  to  the 
Pharmaceutical   Society   in    1865    Mr.    Daniel  Hanbury 
remarked  that  there  was  not  much  new  in  it,  as  he  had  asked 
a  doctor  to  try  it  years  before,  and  it  had  not  caught  on. 

THE   CUT   AND   THE  CUTTER. 

One  of  the  C.  §  D.'s  continental  correspondents  was 
staying  in  the  busy  city  of  Lille  the  other  day,  and  went 
through  an  experience  in  first-aid  which  may  be  worth  re- 
lating for  the  sake  of  the  moral  involved.  He  was  trimming 
what  Tennyson  terms  "the  knightly  growth  that  fringed 
his  lip,"  when  his  razor  slipped  and  cut  his  right  forefinger. 
He  thus  recounts  his  experiences  : — 

"  The  hotel-keeper  offered  court-plaster,  which  I  could  not 
put  on  with  my  left  hand,  and  he  had  not  time  to  help  me. 
So  I  made  for  the  nearest  pharmacy.    This  happened  to  be 
a  'cutting'  officine  in  'Hump-back  Cat  Street'  (Rue  des 
Chats  Bossus),  of  which  I  had  seen  the  posters  at  the  rail- 
way station.    I  do  not  believe  in  patronising  cutters,  but 
the  flesh  was  weak  and  the  blood  plentiful,  and  I  entered. 
The  pharmacist  was  busy  looking  up  in  a  catalogue  the 
price  of  bottles  for  sterilised-milk  apparatus,  for  a  female 
customer  with  an  infant  in  her  arms.    Besides,  he  had 
evidently  a  prescription  to  make  up,  for  he  said  '  It  will  be 
ready  in  a  little  quarter  of  an  hour,  madame.'    A  lady  and  a 
lad  (probably  his  wife  and  son)  sat  in  the  cash-desk,  but  did 
not  come  forward.    Then  arrived  a  small  girl  with  a  bottle, 
two  still  smaller  imps  followed  for  a  pennyworth  of  some- 
thing, and  I  still  waited.    My  moral  fibre  strengthened,  I 
shook  the  dust  of  the  cutter  off  my  shoes  and  departed. 
But  no  pharmacy  (as  might  be  expected)  flourished  for  fifty 
or  one  hundred  yards  around,  even  in  this  central  part  of 
Lille.    At  last  I  found  one.    The  pharmacist  was  at  dinrjer,^ 
and  my  finger  by  this  time  was  not  calculated  to  improve 
his  appetite  or  temper  at  being  disturbed.    But  the  chemist 
is  used  to  these  little  interruptions  at  meal-times,  and  he  came 
forward  smilingly.    '  Strap  it  up  with  sticking-plaster  1  Not 
at  all.  Take  my  advice  —  a  drop  or  twTo  of  collodion.'    A  clean 
mortar,  a  few  drops  of  disinfectant  in  the  water — all  was 
near  at  hand,  collodion  also.    In  thirty  seconds  it  was  done. 
"  And  now  to  dine  and  catch  my  train,'  I  said.    '  How  much 
please  ? '    '  Nothing  at  all,  monsieur.'    I  had  read  of  the 
Good-Samaritan  spirit  pervading  pharmacy,  but  had  not 
experienced  it  before.    '  The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,' 
I  replied,  after  which  grandiloquent  phrase  I  dived  into  my 
pocket  and  found  I  had  no  change  but  three  sous.    My  bene- 
factor accepted  them  with  the  same  smiling  urbanity  he  had 
shown  all  along.    I  am  not  sure  which  pleased  me  most,  the 
physical  relief  or  the  moral  lesson  of  disinterestedness,  for 
the  pharmacien  knew  I  was  not  a  resident  of  the  place,  and 
could  not  hope  for  further  custom  from  me." 
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Essential  ©Us. 

By  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 


The  alterations  in  this  group  of  bodies  in  the  new  edition  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  are  of  great  importance,  especially  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  wholesaler,  who  is  obliged  to  depend 
on  others  for  the  purity  of  these  much-adulterated  substances, 
and  yet  has  to  be  responsible  to  his  customers  for  their 
purity.  To  the  list  of  official  essential  oils  those  of  rose  and 
pine  have  been  added,  the  latter  replacing  ol.  pini  sylvestris, 
■which,  together  with  the  oils  of  savin  and  rue,  has  been 
•omitted.  Taking  the  B.P.  order,  the  following  points  may 
be  considered  in  reference  to  this  group. 

Ol.  Anethi. — The  1885  edition  demanded  the  oil  to  be  dis- 
tilled in  Britain ;  the  present  edition  does  not  restrict  the  oil 
in  this  narrow  fashion.  The  sp.  gr.  -905  to  920  covers  fairly 
•well  all  samples  of  authentic  origin,  from  which  no  carvol 
has  been  abstracted.  The  rotation  of  the  plane  of  polarisa- 
tion is  not  to  be  less  than  +  70°.  A  maximum  limit  might 
Slave  been  given  however.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  incorrect 
expression,  "  rotate  the  plane  of  a  ray  of  polarised  light," 
occurs  here  as  elsewhere.  The  phenomenon  in  question  is 
the  rotation  of  the  plane  of  polarisation.  One  often  sees  this 
phenomenon  spoken  of  as  circular  polarisation,  which,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  is  an  entirely  different  thing  to  the  rotation 
of  the  plane  of  polarisation. 

Ol.  Anisi. — Here  again  locality  of  distillation  is  deleted. 
The  melting-points  are  correctly  adjusted,  and  a  wide  limit 
is  allowed  for  the  sp.  gr. — viz.,  -975  to  -990.  It  may  be  noted 
that  in  the  preface  the  following  remarks  occur  : — "  The 
figures  indicating  specific  gravities  being  quotients  obtained 
by  dividing,  in  each  instance,  the  weight  of  the  solid  or 
liquid  by  the  weight  of  an  equal  bulk  of  water,  both  taken 
at  60°  F.  (15-5°  C.)."  What  then  does  "sp.  gr.  at  68D  F." 
68°  68° 

mean  here?    Is  it  d       or  d  -  ?     The  maximum  lcevo- 

60°  68° 

rotation  ought  to  be  given — certainly  not  more  than  —4°. 

Ol.  Anthemidis. — The  sp.-gr.  limits  are  evidently  meant  to 
retain  this  oil  as  from  the  flowers  of  anthemis,  and  to  exclude 
that  distilled  from  Matricaria  chamomilla.  The  optical 
rotation  might  have  been  given  here  as  elsewhere. 

Ol.  Cajuputi. — I  think  the  gravity  "922  to  930  should  have 
been  -919 -  930.  This  would  not  risk  the  abstraction  of 
cineol  to  any  extent.  A  quantitative  method  would  with 
advantage  have  replaced  the  lax  direction  that  it  should 
become  semi-solid  on  being  stirred  when  cold  with  a  third 
or  half  its  volume  of  phosphoric  acid  of  sp.  gr.  1  750. 

Ol.  Carui. — Not  necessarily  distilled  in  Britain.  A  good 
"deal  of  German  oil  frequently  has  a  sp.  gr.  of  -905-910, 
and  I  think  the  lower  limit  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  910,  is 
necessary  to  guard  against  the  abstraction  of  carvol. 
Fractionation  as  originally  suggested,  I  believe,  by  J.  C. 
Umney  might  have  been  serviceably  introduced  as  a 
ontrol. 

Ol.  Caryophylli. — Here,  again,  the  great  demand  for 
•eugenol  for  manufacturing-purposes  makes  it  necessary  to 
guard  against  its  abstraction  by  keeping  the  gravity  above 
1050.  The  qualitative  tests  are  absolutely  valueless.  If  the 
oil  smells  like  cloves,  that  fact  yields  just  as  much  informa- 
tion as  that  an  alcoholic  solution  of  the  oil  yields  a  blue 
colour  with  solution  of  ferric  chloride.  I  consider  it  a  very 
serious  omission  that  with  this  oil  so  well  understood  no 
attempt  at,  estimating  the  eugenol  is  made.  A  good  many 
xsamples  of  this  oil  pass  through  my  hands,  and  I  should  not 
think  of  passing  one  which  yielded  less  than  80  to  85  per 
cent,  to  10-per-cent.  potash  solution.     Thoms's  process  is 


perhaps  a  little  too  elaborate,  but  the  potash  absorption  is  a 
very  simple  method,  and  should  have  been  included,  being 
approximately  accurate. 

Ol.  Oinnamomi. — This  oil  is  well  described.  The  estima- 
tion of  cinnamic  aldehyde  by  the  usual  bisulphite  method 
with  a  minimum  of  50  per  cent,  is  given.  But  if  the  value 
of  the  oil  is  to  be  at  all  based  on  its  content  of  cinnamic 
aldehyde,  as  it  is  in  the  trade,  I  see  no  reason  why  oil  of 
cassia  should  not  be  allowed  in  with  that  of  Cinnamomvm 
zeylanicum. 

Ol.  Copaiba;. — The  limits  of  gravity  are  evidently  the 
result  of  Umney's  work  on  African  copaiba  oil. 

Ol.  Coriandri. — The  rotation  of  the  plane  of  polarisation 
might  with  advantage  have  been  introduced  here,  as  the  limits 
+  5°  to  +15°  would  coverall  genuine  coriander  oils  and 
guard  against  adulteration  with  terpenes. 

Ol.  Cubcbw. — Not  enough  is  definitely  known  about  this 
oil  to  warrant  any  further  tests  to  be  emphasised,  unless  the 
solubility  in  alcohol  with  a  wide  limit  were  given. 

Ol.  Eucalypti. — The  only  species  definitely  mentioned 
here  is  Globulus.  The  sp.  gr.  has  been  raised  from  "  about 
■900"  to  910  to  -930.  This  will  exclude  very  few  oils  of 
high  eucalyptol  content.  I  have,  however,  occasionally  met 
with  high-grade  eucalyptus  oils  with  a  gravity  of  -905  and 
upwards.  The  cineol  (eucalyptol)  ought  to  be  estimated 
quantitatively,  and  the  amount  of  phellandrene  which  rejects 
an  oil  is  very  vague.  I  cannot  but  think  that  eucalyptol, 
under  that  name  or  cineol,  might  with  advantage  have  been 
made  official. 

Ol.  J uniperi. — A  maximum  lajvo-rotation  might  well  have 
been  given. 

Ol.  Lavandula. — Here  only  a  lower  limit  is  given  for  the 
gravity,  which  might  have  read  -885--900.  I  think  the 
ester-value  as  determined  from  a  potash  saponification  might 
have  been  touched  upon  as  being  useful  in  discriminating 
between  English  and  mixed  oils. 

Ol.  Limonls. —  860  does  cot  cover  all  genuine  oils  ;  -861  or 
•862  should  have  been  allowed.  Only  "not  less  than  59°  " 
is  given  for  the  dextro-rotation ;  +  59°  to  +  69°  would  have 
been  much  better.  The  fractionation  test  is  extremely  useful, 
but  2°  is  a  trifle  too  rigid  for  the  difference  in  the  rotation 
of  the  original  oil  and  the  fraction.  No  attempt  at  deter- 
mining the  citral  is  made,  nor  would  it,  in  my  opinion,  have 
been  justifiable.  Some  analysts  return  this  oil  on  a  citral 
percentage,  but  discreetly  refrain  from  stating  their  method. 

Ol.  Menth.  Pip. — The  gravity  limits  are  wide  enough  for 
all  genuine  oils.  The  menthol  value  might  have  been  intro- 
duced with  advantage  instead  of  the  useless  crystallisation 
test  given.  The  optical  activity  is  for  some  unknown  reason 
omitted.  It  is  only  right  that  the  words  "  distilled  in 
Britain  "  should  be  deleted. 

Ol.  Menth.  Yiridis.— Spearmint  oil  is  still  restricted  to 
the  oil  from  Mentha  viridis,  that  from  M.  crispa  being  ex- 
cluded. It  need  not  be  distilled  in  Britain.  The  alcohol 
solubility  test  is  not  of  much  rise,  nor  very  satisfactory  in 
its  method  of  being  expressed  :  "  The  oil  forms  a  clear  solu- 
tion with  its  own  volume  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of 
absolute  alcohol  and  alcohol  (90  per  cent.)." 

Ol.  Pimentcc. — The  rotation  and  the  percentage  of  eugenol 
might  have  been  defined.  No  figures  are  given  except  the 
sp.  gr. 

Ol.  Pini. — This  oil  is  from  Pinus pumilio.  It  seems  fairly 
well  defined,  and  the  adulteration  with  most  turpentines  is 
guarded  against  by  not  allowing  more  than  10  per  cent,  to 
distil  below  165°  C. 

Ol.  Bosa.—Sp.  gr.  is  given  as  at  30°  C.    Does  this  mean 

d  3°°    or  d  30°  1    It  makes  all  the  difference.    It  would 


July  9,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


55 


30° 

be  a  poor  otto  which  had  d        so  low  as  -856.    I  think, 


assuming  that  d 


30° 
155c 


30° 

is  intended  (which,  being  the  more 


unscientific,  it  probably  is),  a  trifle  wider  limit  should  have 
been  allowed.  Although  the  quantitative  reactions  of  rose 
oil  are  at  present  somewhat  hazy,  the  saponification  value — 
including  acid  and  ester  numbers — would  have  been  useful. 
However,  I  cannot  see  why  this  oil  should  have  been  made 
official  at  all. 

01.  Rosmarini. — Sp.  gr.  -915  is  rather  rigid  for  the  upper 
fimit  of  gravity  of  this  oil.  Fractionation  would  have  been 
•useful  here. 

01.  Santali. — I  have  met  with  samples  of  absolute  purity 
with  a  gravity  just  over  -980,  and  the  upper  limit  might  well 
have  been  "981.  In  view  of  the  adulteration  with  castor  oil, 
which  often  takes  place,  the  saponification  value  should  have 
been  introduced.  The  santalol  value  could  well  have  been 
added.  I  originally  gave  this  as  86  per  cent.,  but  have  since 
raised  it  to  90  per  cent.  Umney,  Schimmel,  and  Duliere 
agree  with  me  in  this,  and  the  common  adulterants — cedar, 
West  Indian  santal,  copaiba,  and  gurjun  oils — are  thoroughly 
guarded  against  by  this  test. 

Ol.  Sinapis  Vol. — The  tests  for  this  oil  have  been  approxi- 
mated to  those  of  other  Pharmacopoeias.  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  synthetic  oil  should  not  have  been  included  in  the 
work. 

Ol.  Terebinth. — Here  the  boiling-point  and  distillate  below 
180°  are  the  only  quantitative  reactions  given.  One  cannot 
tell  what  varieties  are  here  meant  to  be  included.  Good  oil 
of  turpentine  usually  boils  at  155°-156:i  unless  the  corrected 
temperature  is  given,  but  160°  is  too  high.  Rosin  spirit,  a 
common  adulterant  of  turpentine,  would  not  be  excluded  by 
the  B.P.  figures,  even  when  present  in  large  quantities. 
Boiling  at  about  155°,  and  at  least  80  per  cent,  distilling 
below  165°  would  have  been  better. 

Taking  the  essential  oils  as  a  group,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  they  are  very  much  improved  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia. 
It  is  not  easy  to  understand  why  the  optical  activity  is 
omitted  in  several  places,  and  also  why  only  one  figure  is 
given  for  the  specific  gravity.  In  many  cases,  of  course,  the 
B.P.  tests  would  not  exclude  adulteration — for  oils  of  high 
or  low  rotation  and  gravity  could  be  easily  reduced  or  raised 
to  meet  the  official  requirements.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
•combining  very  carefully  the  results  of  all  available  methods 
before  forming  a  judgment  as  to  the  purity  of  the  oil.  The 
intricate  nature  of  the  problems  presented,  I  admit,  is 
sufficient  reason  for  the  most  recent  discoveries  in  the 
domain  of  essential  oils  not  receiving  any  very  great  share 
of  attention  in  the  new  B.P.  But  the  logic  of  including  a 
quantitative  reaction  such  as  the  bisulphite  method  for  oil 
of  cinnamon  (which  in  no  sense  excludes  the  presence  of  its 
ally,  oil  of  cassia),  whilst  the  simple  method  of  determining 
eugenol  in  oil  of  cloves,  or  of  santalol  in  sandalwood  oil — 
both  perfectly  recognised  and  established — is  by  no  means 
apparent.  The  only  reason  for  the  inclusion  of  oil  of  roses 
in  ths  Pharmacopoeia  is  that  it  is  to  be  used  for  perfuming  an 
ointment.  The  recognition  of  the  polarimeter,  an  instrument 
which  is  hardly  included  in  the  ordinary  fittings  of  the 
pharmacy,  is  a  big  step,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  see  still 
further  improvements  in  the  next  edition. 

Telegrams  to  Norway  and  Sweden  now  cost  \d.  per  word 
iess — viz.,  3d.  to  Norway  and  3^d.  to  Sweden. 

"  I  tell  you  frankly  that  I  think  '  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas '  the  most  valuable  production  pharmaceutical^ 
of  the  present  age.  It  will  be  to  the  drug-trade  what  the 
Encycloptedia  Britannica  has  been  to  the  man  of  letters." — 
W  G.  (96/98) 


"  pharmaceutical  formulas." 

The  New  "  C.  and  D."  Book  of  Recipes. 

Price,  7s.  6d. ,-  by  2>ost,  8s. 


Mat  be  obtained  direct  from  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  or  from 
any  of  the  following  firms  at  the  net  price,  7s.  6d. : — 


Allison,  E.  &  H.  (Lim.),  Hull 
Anderson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Ayrton  cfe  Saunders,  Liverpool 
Barclay  cfe  Sons  (Lim.),  London 
Bleasdale  (Lim.),  York 
Boileau  &  Boyd  (Lim.),  Dublin 
Brown  Brothers  cfe  Co.,  Glasgow 
Butler  cfe  Crispe,  London 
Clay,  Dod  cfe  Co.,  Liverpool 
Davidson  &  Gray,  Dundee 
Duncan,  Flockhavt  cfe  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh 

Edwards,  Wm,,  &  Son,  London 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Bristol 
Evans,  Lescher  cfe  Webb,  London 
Evans,  Sons  cfe  Co.,  Liverpool 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London 
Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  London 
Fraser  &  Green,  Glasgow 
Glasgow     Apothecaries'  Co., 

Glasgow 
Goodall,  Backhouse  cfe  Co.,  Leeds 
Hatrick,  W.  cfe  K.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow 
Hirst,  Brooke  cfe  Hirst  (Lim.), 

Leeds 

Ismay,  John,  cfe  Sons,  Newcastle 
Kemp,  W.,  cfe  Son,  Horncastle 
Lennon,  B.  G.,  &  Co.  (Lim.), 
London 

Lewis,  H.K.,Gower  Street,  W.C. 


Lofthouse  ife  Saltmer,  Hull 
Lynch  cfe  Co.  (Lim.),  Loudon 
Maw,   S.,   Son   cfe  Thompson, 

London 
May,  Roberts  ife  Co.,  London 
Newbery,  F.,  cfe  Sons,  London 
Oldfield,  Pattinson  cfe  Co.,  Man- 
chester 

Paterson,  W.,  cfe  Sons,  Aberdeen 
Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh 

Potter  cfe  Clarke,  London 
Raimes,  Clark  cfe  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Raimes  cfe  Co.,  York 
Sanger,  J.,  cfe  Sons,  London 
Smith,  T.  cfe  H,  cfe  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Stevenson,  H.  E.,cfe  Co.,  London 
Sutton  cfe  Co.,  Chiswell  Street, 
E.C. 

Thompson,  John  (Lim.),  Liver- 
pool 

Wilkinson  cfe  Simpson  (Lim.), 

Newcastle 
Wilson  cfe  Co.,  Bradford 
Woolley,  J.,  Sons  <fe  Co.  (Lim.), 

Manchester 
Wright,   Layman    cfe  Umney, 

London 
Wyleys  (Lim.),  Coventry 


"Pharmaceutical  literature  has  been  enriched  this  month  by 
the  publication  in  London  of  a  work  on  pharmaceutical  formulas, 
which  commends  itself  in  a  very  special  manner  to  the  attention 
of  practical  pharmacists.  As  all  readers  of  the  American 
Druggist,  and  experienced  pharmacists  in  general,  well  know,  the 
average  book  of  pharmaceutical  formulas  seldom  rises  above  the 
dignity  of  a  scrap-book,  in  which  the  recipes  are  thrown  together 
with  an  utter  lack  of  regard  for  classification  or  system  of  any 
kind.  As  for  the  compiler's  knowledge  of  the  working  value  of 
many  of  these  compilations  of  formulas,  the  least  said  about  that 
the  better.  ...  It  is,  therefore,  very  refreshing  to  come  upon  a 
book  in  which  the  formulas  have  been  carefully  proved  by  the 
editor,  who  is  himself  a  practical  pharmacist.  '  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,'  published  at  the  offices  of  our  esteemed  London  con- 
temporary, The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  is  a  book  of  this  kind. 
The  formulas  have  been  selected  with  a  view  evidently  to  their 
utilisation  by  pharmacists  in  everyday  work.  But  it  has  more 
than  this  to  recommend  it  to  the  busy  pharmacist.  The  book  has 
a  literary  flavour,  which  is  as  rare  as  it  is  fascinating.  The 
editor's  annotations  are  noteworthy,  the  dullest  technical  details 
being  often  lightened  up  for  us  by  the  cleverest  touches,  in  which 
the  editor's  intimate  acquaintance  with  pharmaceutical  manipu- 
lations is  abundantly  revealed." — American  Druggist,  June  25. 


"' Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  is  brimful  of  heterogeneous,  but 
always  usetul  information,  much  of  which  will  be  appreciated  far 
outside  the  limits  of  '  the  drug-trade.'  Druggists  are  not  the  only 
people  who  want  to  know  something  about  dentifrices  and  hair- 
wasnes,  nor  are  druggists'  wives  the  only  housekeepers  who  pine 
after  practical  directions  and  recipes  for  '  household  and  culinary 
requisites  and  confectionery.'  This,  however,  gives  but  a  faint 
and  imperfect  idea  of  the  variety  and  scope  of  the  contents. 
Under  the  head  of  '  Galenical  and  Medicinal  Preparations '  we 
are  treated  to  a  large  number  of  formula5  for  preparations  in 
general  use,  and  it  would  be  difficult  offhand  to  put  one's  hand  on 
any  other  work  containing  them.  This  section  occupies  upwards 
of  two  hundred  pages,  and  as  far  as  we  have  gone  it  does  not  com- 
prise a  single  formula  which  could  conveniently  be  dispensed 
with.  To  the  country  practitioner  many  of  these  would  be 
welcome,  inasmuch  as  he  has  himself  to  minister  to  his  horse  and 
his  cat,  and  the  stranger  within  his  gates.  In  the  section  devoted 
to  '  Miscellaneous  Preparations '  he  will  find  pretty  well  every- 
thing, from  blocking-powders  to  hair-curlers,  dyes  for  adapting  the 
hue  of  hair  to  the  taste  of  the  wearer,  and  dyes  for  restoring  the 
normal  tint  of  billiard-balls.  The  book  is  '  an  emporium  of  useful 
knowledge.'  " — Medical  Press,  July  6. 
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attracting  Ibumour  from  tbe  B.fl>. 


SOME  of  our  correspondents  have  been  exercising  their 
wits  on  the  Pharmacopoeia.    Here  is  an  idea  sent  by 
one  of  them  : — 


New  B.P. : — "With  this  ring  I  thee  wed  ;  with  all  my  metric 
system  I  thee  endow." 

Chemist  (Bride) : — "  I  promise  to  love,  honour  and  obey." 
(Sotto  voce)  "Needs  must  when  ." 

We  offer  our  congratulations,  and  hope  the  union  will  be 
a  happy  one,  but  not  tDo  permanent. 


One  of  our  poets  has  been  inspired.  It  may  be  of  some 
interest  to  add  that  "  Litz  "  is  a  lady-pharmacist : — ■ 

Like  a  nightmare  bound  in  red, 
There  it  squatted  on  my  bed 

In  the  night, 
With  its  doses,  new-arranged, 
And  its  tinctures,  greatly  changed, 

On  its  right ; 
While  the  Metric  System  glum 
Grimly  gurgled,  "I  am  come 

In  advance." 
And  the  Liquors,  "one  in  ten  " 
With  an  eight- ounce  bottle  then 

Did  a  dance ; 
Whilst  the  Spirit  Rectified, 
With  a  horrid  chuckle  cried,  — t    ~  '  M 

"  I  am  strong. 
Spirit.  viDi  tenuior. 
You  will  see  again  no  more 

In  the  throng. 
I  have  slain  it  '  sine  spe,' 
'  Proof '  you  thought  ir,  but  you  see 

I  prove  you  wrong." 
Pulvis  Cretse  Aromat., 
Perched  upon  my  Sunday  hat, 

Looked  quite  pale ; 
'Reft  of  all  its  saffron  gloss, 
In  a  mournful  tone  its  loss 

Did  bewail. 
But  my  sufferings  grew  intense, 
When  a  Winchester  immense 

Ope'd  the  door, 
And  a  "  something  "  did  produce, 
Saying,  "  Let  me  introduce 

One  thing  more : 


Here's  the  ninth  edition  new. 
With  a  hundred  pages  too  " 

As  it  spoke, 
And  my  brain  with  torture  wrung, 
Brom  my  couch  I  wildly  sprung, 

And  awoke. 

Litz.  (222/24.) 

We  append  another  sketcher's  fancy:— 


Man,  if  ye  only  knew  the  times  I've  sat  in  my  lonely  shop,  read- 
ing the  New  British  Pharmacopoeia  of  1898  an'  sobbin' — ay, 
weepin'  bitterly,  at  the  pure  fascination  of  it." — Budyard 
Kipling  adapted. 


ftraoc  Botes, 


Messes.  Brtce  &  Co.,  export  druggists,  of  23  St.  Mary 
Axe,  E.C.,  ask  us  to  state  that  they  are  in  no  way  connected 
with  a  firm  bearing  a  similar  name  mentioned  in  most  of  the 
London  daily  newspapers  this  week  in  connection  with 
certain  proceedings  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court  in  the  case  of 
W.  A.  Lefever. 

The  Abdine  Guide. — Mr.  Duncan  McGlashan,  chemist, 
Fountainbridge,  Edinburgh,  has  issued  a  concise  and  attrac- 
tive illustrated  guide  to  Edinburgh  and  district.  The  little 
book  is  intended  to  serve  the  double  purpose  of  guiding 
intending  visitors  round  the  Modern  Athens,  and  also  of 
advertising  "  Abdine,"  which  seems  to  be  a  kind  of 
etherealised  seidlitz-powder  of  Mr.  McGlashan's  invention. 

Photographic  Price-list. — Messrs.  G.  Houghton  &  Son, 
89  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  are  sending  a  new  price-list  to  their 
customers  and  chemist-dealers  who  write  for  it.  It  is  a  very 
comprehensive  one,  containing,  in  addition  to  everything 
photographic,  the  requirements  of  the  cinematographist,. 
radiographer,  and  lanternist.  With  the  price-list  a  selection 
of  new  mounts  is  sent,  which  includes  some  very  artistic 
ones,  the  "  Artist  "  mount  of  a  brownish  colour  and  white 
plate  mark  and  the  "  Vandyke  "  being  particularly  noticeable. 

Messes.  Jdles  Vigo  et  Cie  ,  24  Newbury  Street,  Alders- 
gate  Street,  have  lately  brought  over  a  novelty  "  straight 
from  Taris"  which  will  commend  itself  to  ladies  in  hot 
drawing-rooms  or  ballrooms.  It  is  a  silk  lace-edged  handker- 
chief, in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  small  powder-puff,  which  is 
entirely  hidden  when  not  in  use.  The  firm  have  also 
invented  a  window-display  pyramid,  made  entirely  of  card- 
board, which  they  supply  to  buyers  of  2,1.  lots  of  their 
specialities,  and  which  enables  customers  to  make  an  effec- 
tive perfume- show  for  the  window  or  the  counter. 
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•Report  an .  Some  Ikinos. 

By  W.  Watson  Will,  F.C.S.,  F.L.S.,  and  George  T. 
Beanch. 


WE  were  recently  favoured  with  some  samples  of  kino 
from  Malabar  (The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  page" 366)  which  had  been  collected  and  then  dried 
under  different  conditions,  and  we  thought  it  advisable  to 
submit  them  to  an  examination  in  order  to  ascertain  what 
effect,  if  any,  the  method  of  drying  had  on  the  drug. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  large  quantities  of  kino  are 
placed  on  the  market  which  is  almost  valueless,  and  fails  to 
accord  to  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  this 
may  to  some  extent  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  name 
"kino"  applies  to  several  inspissated  juices  obtained  from 
different  botanical  sources — viz.,  Pterocarpus  indieus,  Sutra 
frondosa,  B.  parvifolia,  and  B.  svperba,  Eucalyptus  rostrata, 
E  corymbosa,  E.  resinifera,  as  also  Pterocarpus  erinaeeus. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  samples  we  have  examined  were 
derived  from  the  official  source,  Pterocarpus  Marsupivm, 
which  leguminous  tree  furnishes  the  kino  shipped  from 
Calicut  and  Alleppi.  The  juice,  after  collection,  is  ordered  to 
be  inspissated  without  artificial  heat,  but  in  this  case  some  of 
the  samples  were  boiled  aDd  then  dried,  others  dried  by 
steam  ;  and  it  is  seen  that  there  is  a  distinct  effect  upon  the 
resulting  product,  and  that  the  variations  observable  in 
Indian  kino  are  due  to  different  methods  adopted  by  the 
natives  in  drying  the  gum.  The  following  are  the  methods 
of  preparation  used  in  the  samples  which  we  have  ex- 
amined : — 

No.  1.  The  juice  after  collection  was  boiled  and  then 
dried  ;  after  boiling  the  juice  the  liquid  was  allowed  to  dry, 
this  process  occupying  several  weeks. 

No.  2.  The  juice  in  this  case  was  dried  in  vessels  heated 
by  steam,  and  only  occupied  four  hours. 

No.  3.  In  this  case  the  juice  was  spread  in  layers  and  ex- 
posed to  the  sun.  and  dried  in  twelve  hours. 

No.  4.  The  juice  was  spread  in  layers  about  \  inch  thick 
and  dried  in  the  shade  ;  time  required,  twenty-four  hours. 

No.  5.  This  is  a  Malabar  kino  derived  from  unboiled 
juice. 

No.  6.  Is  a  Malabar  kino  obtained  from  boiled  juice. 
The  following  are  the  characters  of  these  products  : — 
No.  1.  In  small  angular  pieces,  brittle,  dull  reddish-brown 
in  colour. 

No.  2.  In  small  angular  pieces,  very  brittle,  bright  reddish- 
brown  colour ;  surface  clear  and  bright,  edges  trans- 
parent. 

No.  3.  In  small  angular  pieces,  regular  and  even  in  size, 
in  reddish-black  brittle  fragments ;  surface  very  bright. 

No.  4.  Chiefly  ia  thin  flat  laminte,  clear  and  transparent, 
with  a  brilliant-red  colour  ;  the  thicker  fragments  were  per- 
fectly transparent  at  the  edges. 

No.  5.  In  small  angular  fragments,  and  thin  laminrc,  clear 
and  transparent,  with  a  bright  ruby-red  colour. 

No.  6.  In  angular  fragments,  very  variable  in  size,  dull 
dark-brown  in  colour. 

Appearance  in  No.  60  Poivder. — No.  1  was  terra-cotta  red  ; 
No.  2,  dark  chocolate ;  No.  3,  light  chocolate ;  No.  4,  light 
puce  ;  No.  5,  salmon  tint ;  and  No.  6,  dark  brown. 

Solubility  in  Water. — The  amount  of  water-extractive  was 
determined  as  folows : — 5  grammes  of  tae|i  sample  was 
macerated  in  cold  distilled  water  (using  100  c.c.)  for 
twenty-four  hours,  with  occasional  agitation,  20  c.c.  were 
filtered  off,  and  then  evaporated  until  weight  was  constant. 
All  the  experiments  were  carried  on  concurrently,  so  that 


each  was  under  the  same  conditions  as  to  variations  of  tem- 
perature.   The  results  are  as  under  : — 

No.  1,  57  per  cent. ;  No.  2,  77  4  ;  No.  3,  79  6  ;'No.  4,  77  6  ; 
No.  5,  77 ;  No.  6,  58. 

Solubility  in  Rectified  Spirit. — In  this  set  of  experiments 
the  conditions  were  the  same  as  the  preceding,  and  gave  the 
subjoined  results  : — 

No.  1,  78  per  cent.;  No.  2,  85;  No.  3,  81;  No.  4,  84; 
No.  5,  83  ;  No.  6,  77. 

As  kinos  are  largely  used  in  colouring  wines  and  other 
alcoholic  liquids,  their  respective  solubilities  in  proof  spirit 
was  also  determined,  viz.  : — 

No.  1,  78-5  per  cent. ;  No.  2,  84;  No.  3,  86  5;  No.  4,  83  5  ; 
No.  5,  85  ;  No.  6,  79-5. 

In  colour  the  solutions  of  No.  4  were  always  darkest,  being 
a  very  dark  brown,  the  others  varying  through  several  shades 
to  a  very  light  ruby-red,  which  was  the  colour  of  No.  5 
solution. 

As  the  medicinal  value  of  a  kino  depends  on  the  propor- 
tion of  tannin  it  contains,  the  six  samples  were  ex  amined. 
The  method  adopted  for  the  determination  of  the  tannin  is 
the  one  recommended  by  Proctor — viz ,  titration  with 
NT/30  permanganate  of  potassium,  using  indigo  carmine  as  an 
indicator,  and  a  fresh  solution  of  gelatine  as  a  precipitant- 
The  value  of  1  c.c.  of  the  N/30  permanganate  solution  in  terms 
of  pure  gallotannic  acid  was  first  determined,  and  it  must  be 
understood  that  the  percentage-results  of  tanniu  accorded  to 
the  different  samples  is  in  terms  per  cent,  of  gallotannic 
acid : — 

No.  1,  39  33  per  cent. ;  No.  2,  4917;  No.  3,  49  76;  No.  4, 
45  29  ;  No.  5,  5513  ;  No.  6,  4112. 

In  comparison  with  these  a  sample  of  kino  yielded  by 
Pterocarpus  erinaeeus  gave  56  2  per  cent. 

Determination  of  Ash. — In  all  cases  the  amount  of  in- 
organic constituents  was  found  to  be  small.  The  figures  for 
ash  are  as  under  : — 

No.  1,  13  per  cent. ;  No.  2,  11 ;  No.  3,  1  0 ;  No.  4,  13 ; 
No.  5,  0  8 ;  No.  6,  0  7. 

Summary. — From  careful  consideration  of  the  above 
data,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  very  close  agreement 
with  the  kinos  that  are  dried  either  by  artificial  heat  or 
sun's  heat,  but  that  it  is  a  distinct  disadvantage  to  boil  the 
juice  prior  to  drying.  We  may  also  note  that  the  Zambesi 
kino  from  P.  erinaeeus  has  been  a  comparative  failure,  and 
our  results  suggest  that  this  may  be  due  to  the  method  of 
preparation  not  being  right.  The  collectors  of  kino  in 
British  Central  Africa  might,  therefore,  experiment  on  the  lines 
laid  down  by  the  Malabar  collector  whose  communication  to 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  has  been  referred  to,  and  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  samples  upon  which  we  have 
reported. 

The  Laboratory, 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy, 
April  2. 

Which  is  the  Fashionable  Perfume. — There  is  prac- 
tically but  one  perfume  that  is  now  fashionable,  said  a  well- 
known  West-end  chemist  to  a  newspaper-man  the  other  day. 
We  sell  fifty  times  more  violet  than  of  all  the  other  perfumes 
put  together.  Every  imaginable  toilet-preparation  is  now 
perfumed  with  violet.  Not  only  the  sachet-powder,  the 
toilet-water,  and  the  soap,  but  tooth-powder,  nail-salve,  and 
cold-creams  for  massaging  the  face  are  all  flavoured  with  the 
omnipresent  violet — the  Queen's  favourite  perfume,  by  the  by. 
The  latest  novelty  in  Paris  is  a  soft  thick  violet-coloured 
flannel,  which  exhales  the  most  delicious  perfume.  This 
flannel  costs  40f.  per  yard.  Not  less  than  a  quarter 
of  a  yard  will  be  cut  off.  The  flannel  is  cut  into  small 
strips,  and  sewn  into  the  linings  of  sleeves,  bodices  and  skirts, 
and  into  the  crowns  of  hats  and  bonnets.  The  odour  from 
it  is  most  exquisitely  delicate. 
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fll>\>  Birtb=certtftcate. 

By  a  London  Student. 


"  TT7HEN  giving  notice  (for  the  first  time),  a  candidate  for 
VY  the  Minor  examination  must  have  attained  the  full 
age  of  twenty- one  years.  He  will  at  the  same  time  be 
required  to  produce  a  registrar's  certificate  of  birth."  This 
is  what  the  Calendar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  tells  the 
would-be  "  chemist  and  druggist,"  and  not  only  the  Minor 
student,  but  aspirants  to  the  Scholarship  examinations,  must 
likewise  produce  an  official  certificate,  showing  that  he  is 
between  twenty  and  twenty-two  years  of  age.  My  first 
experience  of  obtaining  this  necessary  document  may 
possibly  prove  of  interest  to  fellow-students  who  are  also 
Londoners. 

First,  I  wrote  to  the  Eegistrar-General's  office,  supplying 
full  particulars,  and  enclosing  the  necessary  fee.  After  some 
days  a  response  to  my  application  arrived  in  a  large 
envelope,  bearing  the  official  formula  "O.H.M.S.,"  and 
enclosing  a  voluminous  blue  document,  upon  which  were 
pinned  my  postal-orders.  I  thought  my  letters  must  have 
been  received  on  some  special  day — her  Majesty's  birthday, 
perhaps — and  that  in  consequence  the  authorities  were 
giving  birth-certificates  free  to  all  applicants.  But  this  did 
not  prove  to  be  the  case.  I  found  that  as  I  had  committed 
the  indiscretion  of  being  born  "  within  the  registration 
limits  of  the  Metropolis,"  I  was  debarred  the  privilege  of 
obtaining  my  certificate  by  post,  and  must  make  application 
either  personally  or  by  proxy.  A  few  mornings  afterwards 
I  strode  into  the  Registrar-General's  office,  where  behind  a 
pigeon-hole  on  the  right  I  observed  an  ancient  man,  who 
demanded  of  me 'in  an  imperious  voice  what  I  wanted  I 
Having  informed  him  that  I  neither  wished  to  be  married  nor 
to  die,  he  threw  me  a  blue  paper  having  several  blank  spaces 
upon  it,  with  an  imperious  nod  towards  a  neighbouring  desk. 
To  this  I  repaired  to  fill  in  the  required  particulars,  after 
which  I  was  ordered  into  an  adjoining  room.  There  I  espied 
another  pigeon-hole,  behind  which  I  found  another  ancient 
man,  whose  grizzled  face  and  stony  stare  did  not  suggest  a 
sympathetic  reception.  Recognising,  however,  that  his 
seeming  coldness  was  a  natural  product  of  the  dignity 
arising  from  his  official  position,  I  presented  my  form  with  a 
genial  smile.  "  One  shilling,  please !  "  was  his  response.  As  I 
had  brought  the  returned  postal-orders  with  me  I  tendered  one. 
"  Why  should  we  take  postal  orders  1 "  he  inquired.  I  was 
sorry,  and  promptly  declared  he  could  have  a  real  shilling  if 
he  liked.  He  said  in  a  conciliatory  manner  "  I  would  prefer 
that."  This  fee  is  paid  for  the  privilege  of  searchiug  the 
indexes,  and  supplying  the  clerks  with  an  exact  reference  to 
the  entry  of  your  birth.  You  do  the  work,  and  they  take  the 
money.  This  would  be  a  capital  plan  for  chemists  to  adopt 
when  customers  apply  for  copies  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
"  about  this  time  five  years  ago."  Returning  to  my  first 
acquaintance,  and  handing  him  the  references  I  had  found 
in  the  indexes,  he  responded  "  Two  and  seven  !  Call  in  two 
hours  !  "  An  automatic  machine  would  do  the  work  as  well, 
for  I  noticed  that  he  said  the  same  thing  to  all  comers.  I  paid 
this  fee,  and  asked  if  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  get  the 
certificate  written  out  in  a  little  less  time  than  two  hours,  as 
I  had  come  several  miles  and  wished  to  get  back  as  soon  as 
possible.  "  Call  in  two  hours  1  "  was  all  I  got  for  an  answer. 
So  I  could  only  walk  out,  and  spend  the  two  hours  as  best  I 
could.  The  clock  indicating  that  the  two  hours  had  passed,  I 
returned  to  the  attack,  but  my  certificate  was  not  yet  obtain- 
able. A  "  munching  "  errand-boy  was  sent  to  some  remote 
part  of  the  establishment  to  hurry  it  up,  and  was  seen  no 
more.  What  his  fate  was  I  know  not,  but  at  last  the  ancient 
one  went  himself,  and  ere  long  came  back  with  my  certificate 
finished.  At  last  I  was  in  possession  of  this  three-and-seven- 
penny  piece  of  biography,  and  could  prove  my  name  (if  any), 
sex,  birthday,  and  sundry  other  particulars,  for  the  enlighten- 
ment of  another  registrar. 


Exports  from  Samshui,  a  Chinese  treaty  port,  from 
June  4  to  December  31,  1897,  included  whole  star-aniseed 
1,067  lbs.,  18/.;  cuttlefish,  60,800  lbs.,  816/.  ;  betel-nuts 
70,400,  393/. ;  medicines,  3,333  lbs.,  14Z. ;  black  and  white 
pepper,  8,667/.  lbs.,  133/. ;  and  sandalwood,  5,067  lbs.,  46/. 


fl>barmaq>  a  la  Zola. 


IN  Zola's  "Paris"  some  of  the  scenes  are  apparently  sug- 
gested by  the  Anarchist  explosions  of  recent  years,  as  weD 
as  by  M.  Bcrthelot's  pet  theme  of  the  marvellousresults  we  are 
to  expect  from  the  chemistry  of  the  future.  The  nominal 
"  hero "  of  the  work  is  the  priest,  Pierre  Froment,  but  to 
many  persons  the  real  hero  will  be  his  brother,  Guillaume 
Froment,  the  chemist.  Both  are  sons  of  "  the  illustrious 
chemist,  Michel  Froment."  Guillaume  has  made  explosives 
his  principal  study,  and  has  discovered  a  secret  powder  for 
use  in  cartridges  which  produces  gigantic  effects. 
Decidedly  advanced  in  his  political  and  social  ideas  he  has 
assisted  a  mechanic,  Salvat  byname.  This  man,  whose  proto- 
type was  probably  Ravachol,  the  Anarchist,  gets  hold  of  one 
of  these  new  cartridge?,  and,  driven  to  desperation  by  poverty 
and  want  of  work,  throws  it  in  the  doorway  of  the  house  of 
Duvillard  the  banker.  Pierre  and  Guillaume  Froment 
happen  to  be  close  by,  and  the  latter  is  wounded  in  the 
wrist.  A  milliner's  girl  is  killed  outright.  Guillaume,  fear- 
ful of  being  implicated  in  the  event,  and  wishing  to  hide  his 
injury,  goes  to  Pierre's  house  at  Neuillyto  escape  attention. 
Here  appears  on  the  scene  "  the  chemist  Bertheroy,"  an  old! 
friend  of  Michel  Froment,  and  "  to-day  one  of  the 
great  glories  of  France,  to  whom  chemistry  owes  the 
extraordinary  progress  which  has  made  it  the  Mother 
Science,  and  is  renovating  the  face  of  the  earth."  Lest 
this  thinly-disguised  name  should  not  be  sufficiently 
transparent,  Zola  gives  a  sketch  of  this  "  Member  of  the 
Institute,  full  of  posts  and  honours.  Septuagenarian,  he  was 
tall  and  thin,  with  angular  features.  His  yellow  skin  hung 
like  parchment  on  his  projecting  cheeks  and  jawbones. 
Otherwise,  lacking  in  appear  ince,  he  had  the  air  of  an  old 
herbalist.  But  his  forehead  was  fine,  broad,  and  smooth 
and  under  his  bushy,  white  hair  his  eyes  still  glittered 
brightly."  Having  a  knowledge  of  medicine,  he  dresses 
the  wound,  and  suspects  a  new  explosive,  but  Guillaume 
is  naturally  reticient,  not  to  say  mute.  Public  attention 
having  been  attracted  to  explosives  by  the  crime,  Berthe- 
roy gives  a  lecture  on  the  bomb  '  in  the  rue  d'Ulm,, 
where  the  State  had  given  him  a  large  house  as  a 
research-laboratory."  He  "speaks  in  a  familiar  manner, 
very  quietly,  but  with  happily-turned  phrases."  He 
referred  to  his  own  numerous  works  on  explosives,  and, 
states  laughingly,  that  "  he  sometimes  manipulates  powder 
which  would  blow  up  a  whole  neighbourhood."  Guillaume 
Froment  is  a  more  sympathetic  character  than  any  I 
remember  in  Zola's  previous  works.  His  family  regard 
with  the  sincerest  affection,  tempered  by  a  slight  awe, 
this  somewhat  superior  being,  who  seems  to  go  through  life 
without  showing  any  of  the  littlenesses  of  human  nature.  But 
Salvat's  trial  and  execution  excite  his  anarchist  ideas.  He 
decides  to  protest  by  blowing  up  the  Sacre  Cceur  Church  in 
Paris  at  the  moment  when  10,000  pilgrims  are  assembled 
there,  having  left  the  secret  of  his  explosive  to  be  forwarded 
to  all  the  Great  Powers  in  the  hope  that  all  being  possessed 
of  it  war  will  be  abolished  for  ever.  Pierre  suspects  his 
design,  and  finds  his  brother  hidden  in  the  crypt  of  the 
great  new  church,  resolved  to  himself  perish  in  his  work  of 
destruction.  "  Let.  blood  flow  once  and  it  will  then  cease 
to  flow  for  ever,"  says  the  chemist.  After  a  discussion  and  a 
struggle,  he  yields  to  Pierre's  protestations  with  the  ultimate 
result  that  the  powerful  explosive  is  utilised  as  a  motor 
force.  Bertheroy,  reappearing  on  the  scene,  makes  suitable 
exclamations  at  the  sight  of  the  new  motor,  such  as  "  This  is 
the  ideal  motor."  "  Here  is  a  powder  which  might  have 
exterminated  people,  and  which  will  simply  add  to  their 
well-being,"  &c.  Guillaume  renounces  revolutionising  the 
world,  and  blowing  up  people  by  the  ten  thousand. 
Bertheroy  tells  him  if  he  wants  to  be  happy  he  ought  to 
remain  in  his  laboratory,  "  for  human  happiness  can  only 
come  from  the  furnace  of  the  chemist."  It  would  be  unjust 
to  pretend  that  these  items  give  any  idea  of  the  book,  which 
is  a  fine  example  of  Zola's  powerful  style.  Zola  seems  to 
have  taken  Berthelot's  opinions  (given  half  in  jest)  of  the 
future  of  chemistry  as  the  keynote  of  the  plot.  No  amount 
of  genius,  however,  can  make  the  conception  of  the  chemist 
wanting  to  blow  up  10,000  pilgrims  in  a  church  anything 
but  ridiculous  exaggeration. 
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Test  fob  Vebateia. 

The  following  is  proposed  in  the  Pharm.  Zeit. : — "  Mix 
3  or  4-  drops  of  a  1-per-cent.  solution  of  f urfurol  with  1  c.c. 
of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  and  pour  a  little  of  this 
mixture  on  the  sample.  If  a  dark-coloured  streak  results, 
the  presence  of  veratine  is  indicated." 

WAEAS. 

Waras  is  a  purplish  powder  which  covers  the  seed-pods 
of  Fleminyia  oongesta,  an  erect,  woody  shrub  of  Africa  and 
India.  In  its  general  properties  and  microscopic  appearance 
it  closely  resembles  kamala.  Mr.  A.  G.  Perkin  finds  (Proc. 
Chew.  Soo.)  that  it  contains  the  following  constituents : — 
Flemingin,  O^H^Og,  an  orange-red  powder  consisting  of 
small  prismatic  needles,  melting  at  171-172°,  dyes  silk  a 
golden  yellow,  and  resembling  rottlerin ;  homoflemingin, 
present  ocly  in  minute  quantity ;  a  resin  of  high  melting- 
point,  C,.,H,.,03,  a  brick-red  powder,  which  dyes  silk  in  redder 
■shades  than  flemingin  ;  a  resin  of  low  melting-point,  C,3Hu03, 
a  deep  orange-brown,  transparent  mass.  Waras  dyes  silk  a 
golden-yellow  shade,  and  is  a  much  stronger  dye-stuff  than 
kamala. 

Assay  of  Spt.  vEthee.  Nit. 

Some  months  ago  we  referred  to  the  suggestion  of 
Grutzner  for  the  estimation  of  non-organic  and  organic 
nitrites  by  interaction  between  potassium  chlorate  and  the 
nitrite,  then  estimating  with  standard  silver  nitrate  the 
amount  of  chloride  produced  by  the  reduction.  Mr.  Carl  E. 
Smith,  working  on  behalf  of  the  research  committee  for  the 
revision  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  has  tried  the 
process,  and  he  gives  the  results  in  a  paper  communicated  to 
the  Amer.  Jour,  of  Pharmacy.  Mr.  Smith  does  not  appear 
'to  favour  Allen's  process,  and  thinks  that  it  gives  inaccurate 
■results,  or,  at  the  best,  not  true  results ;  and  there  we  may 
join  issue  with  him.  Mr.  Allen  never  put  forward  his 
process  as  an  absolutely  true  one,  but  as  one  in  which  solu- 
tion of  ethyl  nitrite,  and  other  nitrites  used  in  medicine, 
might  be  estimated  with  approximate  accuracy  ;  and  in  our 
■experience,  and  in  that  of  every  pharmacist  who  has  used 
it  in  this  country,  it  has  fulfilled  its  expectation  admirably. 
Still,  Mr.  Smith  believes  that  the  chlorate  process,  as  worked 
out  by  him,  is  a  better  one,  and  we  give  the  details,  so 
that  those  who  are  inclined  to  compare  it  with  Allen's  may 
•do  so : — 

Into  a  100  c.c.  flask  or  bottle  of  white  glass,  provided  with  a 
Eoosely-fitting  stopper  of  glass,  rubber,  or  cork,  place  successively 
10  c.c.  of  distilled  water,  5  c.c.  of  a  cold,  aqueous,  saturated  solu- 
tion of  potassium  chlorate,  5  c.c.  of  the  spirit  to  be  tested,  and 
■5  c.c.  of  10-per-cent.  nitric  acid.  Quickly  insert  the  stopper  and 
shake  frequently  during  thirty  minutes.  Then  add  10  c.c.  of 
■decinormal  silver  nitrate,  shake  briskly  for  a  moment,  add 
10  drops  of  ferric-ammonium-sulphate  solution,  and  titrate  the 
•excess  of  silver  with  decinormal  potassium  sulphocyanate  without 
delay.  The  end-point  is  reached  when,  after  momentary  shaking, 
'upon  addition  of  the  last  drop  of  solution,  the  appearing  red 
•colour  is  not  entirely  dispersed,  but  leaves  the  liquid  faintly 
oreddish  throughout.  The  colour  will  frequently  disappear  after 
ipersistent  shaking  or  after  standing  a  while,  but  no  attention 
need  be  paid  to  this.  Assuming  the  spirit  to  contain  4  per  cent. 
t>y  weight  of  ethyl  nitrite,  and  to  have  a  sp.  gr.  of  0'84,  it  would 
require  2'55  c.c.  decinormal  potassium  sulphocyanate  to  pre- 
cipitate the  excess  of  silver  in  solution.  As  each  c.c.  of  deci- 
normal silver  nitrate  consumed  in  precipitating  the  chloride 
formed  corresponds  to  0'0225  gramme  of  ethyl  nitrite,  the  calcula- 
tion is  as  follows  : — 

(10  -  2-55)  x  0'0225  x  100     ..n  , 

!  '   =  4  0  per  cent. 

5  x  0'84 

If  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  sample  is  assumed  to  be  0'84,  which  is 
•approximately  correct  in  most  cases,  the  calculation  can  be 
shortened  by  simply  multiplying  the  number  of  c  c.  of  decinormal 
silver  nitrate  required  by  0'536.  In  this  case  it  is  7'45  x  0'536 
=  4'0  per  cent.  This  factor  can  be  employed  only  when  5  c.c.  of 
spirit  are  taken  for  assay.  If  it  is  desired  to  avoid  calculation 
entirely,  2'7  c.c.  of  spirit  and  half  the  quantities  of  the  reagents 
may  be  taken,  in  which  case  each  c.c.  of  decinormal  silver  nitrata 
indicates  1  per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite. 


personalities. 


Me.  W.  Mann,  chemist,  of  Clacton-ou-Sea,  has  been  re- 
elected a  member  of  the  Clacton  School  Board. 

Me.  Laweence  J.  Head,  representing  Johnson  &  John- 
son, of  New  York,  has  gone  to  the  United  States  for  a  six 
weeks'  trip. 

Me.  Michael  Caeteighe  has  been  re-elected  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  Society  of  Arts.  Professor  J.  M.  Thom- 
son, LL  D  ,  F.R  S.,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Council. 

Me.  C.  A.  Bolton,  chemist,  Nottingham,  who  has  been 
seriously  ill  for  some  months,  ha?  now  so  far  recovered  as  to 
be  able  to  leave  Nottingham  for  a  change  of  air. 

Suegeon-Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  J.  H.  Wabden, 
L.R.C.P.,  F.C.S.,  &c,  medical  storekeeper  to  the  Bengal 
Government  at  Calcutta,  has  received  two  years'  furlough. 

Me.  James  W.  Henton,  manager  of  the  Auckland,  N.Z., 
branch  of  Kempthorne,  Prosser  &  Co.,  has  been  paying  a 
visit  to  the  United  States.  In  Detroit  he  was  the  guest  of 
Colonel  Fitch,  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

Me.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  of  Sheffield,  whose  election  as 
guardian  was  declared  invalid,  has  again  been  elected, 
and  was  unopposed.  On  Wednesday  his  colleagues  placed 
him  in  the  position  of  Chairman  of  the  Board,  having  kept 
it  open  for  him. 

Mb.  Haeeison,  chemist,  Derby,  in  reference  to  the  inquest 
at  Leicester  reported  in  C.\cf  D.,  July  2,  page  3,  writes  as  the 
only  chemist  of  the  name  of  Harrison  in  business  in  Derby 
to  say  that  he  has  had  no  dealings  whatever  with  Mrs.  Hands 
or  her  "  well-thought-out  formula." 

The  principal  witness  before  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Telephone  Question,  which  sat  on  June  30,  was  Mr.  Gilbert 
Nicholson,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Nicholson  has  been  in 
business  in  Tunbridge  Wells  for  over  thirty-five  years,  and  is 
chairman  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Telephone  Subssribers 
Committee,  on  behalf  of  which  body  he  appeared. 

Me.  Andeew  Gilmoub,  a  son  of  Mr.  William  Gihnour, 
J.P.,  F.R.S.E.,  Edinburgh,  has  passed  the  Final  examina- 
tions at  Edinburgh  University  for  the  degrees  M.B.  and  CM. 
This  is  the  second  of  Mr.  Gilmour's  family  to  graduate  in 
medicine,  the  oldest.  Dr.  John  Gilmour,  now  being  assistant 
medical  superintendent  of  the  Crichton  Institute,  Dumfries. 


flDairiaoc. 


Tom lin — Stanford. — On  June  29,  at  St.  George's  Church, 
Catford,  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Lane,  John  Percy  Tomlin, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Torquay,  to  Ada,  daughter  of  J.  Stan- 
ford, Esq.,  of  Catford  Hill. 


2Deatb0. 


AlTKEN. — On  July  1,  at  Hillhead  Park,  Bonnvrigg,  Maria, 
wife  of  James  Aitken,  chemist  and  druggist,  3  Pitt  Street, 
Edinburgh. 

Blidbebg. — On  June  25,  at  Dames  Road,  Forest  Gate,  Mr. 
Anders  S.  F.  Blidberg,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  39. 

Haebison. — At  Glen  Villa,  Ashbrooke  Grange,  Sunderland, 
Mr.  Ernest  Harrison,  of  Messrs.  W.  B.  Harrison  &  Co., 
druggists,  Bridge  Street,  Sunderland.  Aged  30.  Deceased 
gentleman  had  been  ill  for  a  few  days  only,  and  leaves  a 
widow  with  three  children. 

Ieeland. — On  July  1,  at  Egrement,  West  Cumberland, 
Mr.  William  Ireland,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  83.  Mr. 
Ireland  was  well  known  as  a  lay  preacher,  having  been  a 
local  preacher  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Free  Church 
for  about  sixty  years. 

Mainwaeing. — On  June  16,  Mr.  Richard  Mainwaring, 
chemist,  Eastbank  Street,  Southport.    Aged  78. 

Peiestman.  —  On  June  22,  Mr.  Abraham  Priestman, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Barrow-in-Furness.    Aged  31. 


60 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


July  9,  1898 


ADeMcal  (Sleanings. 


Adonis  Veenalis  in  Epilepsy. 
Tekutrew  records  a  case  where  a  boy  of  10  had  suffered 
severe  epilepsy  for  two  years,  and  was  treated  with  a 
mixture  of  infusion  of  adonis  vernalis  with  codeia  and 
sodium  bromide,  the  dose  of  adonis  vernalis  subsequently 
increased.  The  result  is  described  as  successful,  and  the 
attacks  of  epilepsy  ceased  altogether. — Neurol.  Centralbl. 

Incontinence  of  Urine. 

Db.  F.  K.  Pboctob-Sims  finds  that  the  extract  of  bella- 
donna is  more  effective  than  the  tincture  usually  employed. 
He  prescribes  ^  gr.  of  extract  in  J  oz.  of  camphor-water 
three  times  a  day. 

DUSTING-POWDEB 

for  perspiring  hands  :— 

Powdered  zinc  oleate         ...       ...  §iiss. 

Bismuth  subnitrate ...       ...       ...  3v. 

Betanaphthol...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Powdered  starch   lb.  j. 

Mix. 

— 8 iidd.  Ap.  Ztg. 

Setting  op  Plaster  of  Paris. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Belcher,  in  Treatment,  gives  the  results  of  ex- 
periments undertaken  to  determine  the  effect  of  various  agents 
on  the  "  setting  "  of  plaster  of  Paris.  Various  proportions  of 
salt,  sugar,  chloride  of  calcium,  glycerin,  and  white  of  egg 
were  used,  and  the  difference  caused  by  using  tap-water  and 
distilled  water  noted.  The  figures  show  that  in  cases  where 
it  is  of  importance  to  make  plaster  of  Paris  set  rapidly,  such 
as  in  surgical  work,  it  should  be  mixed  with  a  5-per-cent. 
solution  of  common  salt,  which  may  be  roughly  made  by 
adding  a  tablespoonful  of  salt  to  a  pint  of  water. 

Strychnine-poisoning. 

A  case  of  recovery  after  swallowing  a  6d.  packet  of 
Battle's  vermin-killer,  containing  3  437  gr.  of  strychnine,  is 
reported  to  the  Lancet  by  Dr.  C.  D.  Green,  of  Upper  Edmon- 
ton. The  patient  was  a  man  of  50,  who  was  down  on  his 
luck  and  thought  the  best  way  to  mend  matters  was  to 
invest  6d.  in  "  Battle."  When  Dr.  Green  was  called  in  the 
man  was  perfectly  rigid  and  the  physiological  and  toxic 
effects  of  the  remedy  had  fully  developed,  but  emptying  his 
stomach  by  emesis,  followed  by  lavage  with  water  containing 
a  squeeze  of  lemon  and  a  fair  amount  of  tannic  acid,  he 
started  the  antidotal  treatment,  which  was  followed  by 
washing  out  the  stomach  with  a  solution  of  chloral  hydrate, 
a  subcutaneous  injection  of  atropine  sulphate,  and  a  mixture 
of  ammonium  bromide  and  tincture  of  belladonna.  Recovery, 
which  was  greatly  accelerated  by  the  administration  of 
chloroform  directly  the  tetanic  spasms  came  on,  was  com- 
plete in  two  days.  The"  case  is  an  admirable  example  of  the 
efficacy  of  chloroform  in  strychnine-poisoning,  and  one  is  apt 
to  think  that  the  fatalities  from  strychnine  would  be  rare  if 
the  chloroform-bottle  were  more  promptly  resorted  to  and 
persistently  used. 

P.  A.  C.  E. 

This  is  an  anaesthetic  composed  of  perfume,  such  as 
extract  of  white  rose,  1  part ;  alcohol,  1  part;  chloroform,  3; 
and  ether,  6— all  by  measure.  Children,  and  patients  who 
object  to  the  smothering  influence  of  other  anesthetics,  take 
kindly  to  this  mixture,  the  perfume  covering  the  smell  of  the 
chloroform  and  ether. 

About  the  Bladder. 
The  Arsorptive  Power  of  the  Bladdeb  for  different 
solutions  has  been  recently  investigated,  and  it  has  been 
shown  that  although  glucose,  sodium  chloride,  urea,  quinine, 
and  carbolic  acid  are  all  freely  absorbed,  morphine  shows 
practically  no  absorption.  In  an  analysis  of  foreign  bodies 
found  in.  the  bladder  Dr.  Packhard  (Philadelphia)  reports 
that  surgical  instruments,  such  as  catheters  or  parts  thereof, 
predominated,  but  there  were  also  found  a  toothpick,  a 


cylinder  of  cork,  a  threepenny-piece,  and  a  vulcanised  rubber 
watch-chain  bar.-  -  • 

Colourings  fob -Antiseptic  Solution. 
The  following  have  been  suggested  in  Germany  : — 

Mercuric  chloride  with  methyl  violet  1  to  20  of  the  solid, 
malachite  green  1  to  100,  Nicholson's  blue  1  to  100,  or  indigo 
carmine  1  to  100. 

Carbolic  acid  with  fuchsin  D  1  to  100,  eosin  1  to  100,  or 
sopranin  1  to  10. 

Mercuric  oxycyanide  with  helianthic-acid  solution  1  to  20, 
aniline  orange  1  to  20,  or  fluorescein  1  to  20. 

Silver  nitrate  with  fluorescein. 

Solutions  of  non-toxic  or  self-coloured  antiseptics  should 
have  no  colouring-matter  added  to  them. 


a  dentist's  IRcmuuscenccs. 


SIR  EDWIN  SAUNDERS,  the  Queen's  dentist,  in  the 
course  of  his  address  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
British  Dental  Association,  gave  some  interesting  experi- 
ences he  had  had.  One  of  his  patients,  in  the  pre-anassthetic 
days,  did  not  get  as  much  pain  as  he  expected  from  a  tooth- 
extraction,  and.  wanted  the  tooth  replaced,  so  that  he  could 
have  the  operation  repeated,  and,  when  Sir  Edwin  declined, 
went  away  a  lad -and  dejected  man,  feeling  he  had  been 
defrauded. 

When  Said  Pasha  came  to  this  country  in  the  sixties  he 
had  toothache,  and  Sir  Edwin  was  requested  to  extract  the 
tooth.  A  patient,  to  whom  he  mentioned  the  f  ict,  did  not 
reassure  him  when  he  said  "  Take  care  what  you  are 
about ;  he  is  very  impatient,  and  has  already  killed  two  men 
with  his  own  hands."  Sir  Edwin  was  ushered  into  the 
presence  of  the  Pasha,  whom  he  found  seated,  and  around 
him  in  a  circle  his  Prime  Minister,  Turkish  physician,  secre- 
tary, French  physician,  and  about  twenty  men  in  different 
uniforms.  Sir  Edwin  took  a  chair  opposite  to  his  Highness, 
and  a  slave,  gaudily  caparisoned,  brought  him  a  cigarette 
and  coffee,  which  he  did  not  wish  to  have,  but  the  French 
physician,  seated  on  his  left,  said,  "  You  must  not  refuse 
them  ;  his  Highness  would  be  deeply  offended."  He  there- 
fore took  them.  The  Turkish  physician  knew  no  English 
and  Sir  Edwin  knew  no  Turkish,  so  he  asked  the  French 
physician  to  assist  him,  because  he  found  from  the  Pasha's 
great  bulk  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  have  one  arm 
against  the  patient's  head  and  one  arm  to  perform  the 
operation.  He  asked  the  French  physician  to  steady  the 
Pasha's  head.  The  physician  started,  and  bad  a  talk 
with  the  Turkish  physician ;  the  Turkish  physician  went  to 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  difficulty  being  that  there  was  no 
man  of  sufficient  rank  present  to  come  in  contact  with  his 
Highness.  The  difficulty,  however,  was  overcome,  and  the 
Pasha  behaved  very  well,  but  the  tumblers  of  water  which 
had  been  provided  he  would  not  touch,  because  some  dog  of 
a  Christian  might  have  drunk  out  of  them.  A  servant 
clapped  his  hands,  and  the  curtain  was  pulled  aside,  and 
there  came  out  two  tall,  broad,  handsome  Abyssinian 
negroes,  gorgeously  dressed  in  gold  embroidery  and  scarlet 
and  blue.  They  came  forward  and  dropped  down  in  the 
most  graceful  manner  on  their  knees  before  his  Highness, 
and  inserted  a  long  tube  coming  from  a  gold  vase  into  the 
corner  of  the  patient's  mouth,  which  completed  the 
operation. 

Another  remarkable  patient  was  Azimullah  Khan,  an 
Indian  prince  whose  attitude  and  voice  spoke  of  high  rank  ;. 
he  had  the  finest  set  of  teeth  Sir  Edwin  ever  saw — not  so  large 
as  the  Pasha's,  but  beautifully  formed,  small,  and  pearly. 
His  teeth  were  going  wrong  in  England,  and  Sir  Edwin 
urged  him  to  use  a  brush,  but  he  said  his  religion  would  not 
allow  him  to  use  an  instrument  which  was  composed  of  the 
bristles  of  an  unclean  animal,  so  they  gave  him  wood  to 
polish  his  teeth  with,  and  thus  managed  that  difficulty. 

Jung  Bahadur,  another  Indian  prince,  had  an  accident  in 
Paris,  and  knocked  out  one  of  his  front  teeth.  Sir  Edwin  had 
to  perform  an  operation  on  his  mouth.  He  got  into  very 
great  discredit  with  people  in  high  station  because  they  told 
him  he  had  spoiled  the  appearance  of  the  man.  Sir  Edwin 
said  it  was  not  so ;  he  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  the- 
tooth  matched. 
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Correspoirtcnce. 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
■a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters,  with 
Notice  to     or  without  a  nom-de-plutne,  must  be  authenti- 
dents5**0*1  ca^et^  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Liquor  Strychninae  Hydrochloride 

Sib, — Mr.  Martindale  endeavours  in  your  last  week's  issue 
to  question  the  accuracy  of  my  figures  with  regard  to  the 
comparative  alkaloidal  value  of  solution  of  strychnine 
hydrochlorate,  B.P.  1885,  and  of  solution  of  strychnine 
hydrochloride,  B.P.  1898,  published  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal.  Throughout  he  does  not  attempt  to  reply  to  my 
conclusions  founded  on  the  B.P.  standard,  but  so  far  as  I 
v;an  gather  argues  on  the  basis  of  a  strychnine  hydrochloride 
with  the  constitution  (C.,,H.,,N.,0.,HC1).,3£J.,0—  that  is,  with 
li  molecule  of  H.,0  instead  of,  as  stated  by  B.P.,  2ELO. 

My  figures  and  conclusions  are,  I  think,  unimpeachable  on 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  standard ;  at  least,  Mr.  Martin- 
dale  has  not  disproved  them,  and  he  must  have  known  that 
I  calculated  on  the  official  basis.  Why  should  he  now 
attempt  to  question  them  ?  Simply,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  to 
cover  a  retreat  from  the  untenable  position  of  "slightly 
weaker  "  and  "  one-tenth  weaker."  He  admits  in  your  con- 
temporary that  an  examination  of  commercial  samples 
brrught  out  an  average  almost  corroborating  B.P.  standard — 
i.e.,  2H..O.  To  briefly  recapitulate,  my  conclusions  are  that 
C,,H._„N",0,.HC12H,0  contains  8217  per  cent,  of  alkaloid,  that 
the  1885  B.P.  solution  contained  1  gr.  of  strychnine  in 
108  minims,  and  the  new  B.P.  1  gr.  of  hydrochloride  in 
110  minims,  which  causes  reduction  in  strychnine  value  of 
the  new  solution  as  110  is  to  108 — e.g.,  80  6  minims,  1885, 
equal  100,  1898— that  is,  practically  one-fifth  weaker,  or 
4  minims  of  the  1885  solution  equal  5  minims  of  the  1893 
one.  Until  Mr.  Martindale  can  prove  that  the  formula  of 
strychnine  hydrochloride  is  (C.JiH.,.,N.,O.JJCl)J3H.J0  neither  he 
nor  anyone  else  need  calculate  on  the  latter  basis. 

Why  should  he  so  studiously  avoid  calculating  on  the  B.P. 
basis?  Is  the  new  B.P.  not  up  to  date?  He,  at  all  events, 
should  not  be  one  of  the  first  to  question  its  chemical 
formulae.  What  other  standard  than  the  B.P.  was  I  entitled 
to  base  my  calculations  upon  if  I  wished  to  produce  liquor 
strychninre  hydrochloridi,  1898  ?  Why  ignore  the  fact  that 
the  old  solution  was  1  in  108  of  alkaloid  and  the  new  1  in 
110  of  hydrochloride  ?  So  that  if  the  solution  had  been 
produced  from  alkaloid  on  the  present  occasion  it  would 
have  contained  1  gr.  in  110  minims,  whereas  the  old  con- 
tained 1J{  gr.  I  submit  that  my  figures  are  unchallenged, 
that  they  are  founded  on  B.P.,  and  that  the  comparative 
strychnine  value  of  the  two  solutions  is  approximately 
that  4  minims,  1885,  equal  5, 1898. 

Yours  truly, 

Gbobge  Lunan. 

20  Queensferry  Street,  Edinburgh, 
July  2. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Diluted  Acids. 

Sib,— It  is  not  very  obvious  why  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
in  the  instructions  for  preparing  the  diluted  acids,  whilst 
giving  the  weight  of  acid  to  be  used,  avoids  stating  the 
weight  of  water  required.  In  consequence  of  this  omission 
many  a  busy  dispenser  mixes  it  more  or  less  inaccurately, 
perhaps  taking  a  volume  of  water  equal  to  the  product  minus 
the  volume  of  the  strong  acid,  or  else  makes  up  to  measure 
regardless  of  temperature.  The  more  scrupulously  inclined 
-must  either  waste  time  working  out  a  calculation  or  set  to 
work  with  the  graduated  flask  and  thermometer,  and  wait 
until  the  mixture  has  cooled  to  60°F.  Fancy  the  feelings  of 
most  "  governors,"  if  a  customer  is  waiting  for  a  prescription, 
conscientious  assistant  finds  he  is  out  of  "acid,  sulph.  dil.," 
hunts  out  graduated  flask  and  thermometer,  perhaps  sends 
errand-boy  to  fishmonger  for  ice,  and  waits  for  the  prescribed 


temperature !  Why  not  state  the  formula  somewhat  as 
follows : — 


Acid 
Water 


3 
18 


Or 
21 
364 


21  385 


Product  (at  60°F.)  fl.Jxx. 


Grammes 
152-4 
9416 


c.c. 
82-7 
941-6 


1,094  grammes  > 
1,000  c.c.  J 


It  is  intelligible  why  the  Imperial  measure  of  the  water 
is  not  given,  as  it  is  practically  impossible  to  measure 
accurately  such  quantities  as  the  following: — 


Acid 
Water 


Product 


Fl.  5  Fl.  5  nv 
1      5  14 
18       6  40 

Fl.  5xx  (at  60°F.; 


whereas  by  weighing  both  ingredients  accuracy  is  attained 
independent  of  temperature. 

6  riandon  Terrace,  Liverpool,  John  P.  Catfoed. 

July  3. 

The  Poisonous  Substances  Bill. 

Sir, — I  notice  with  considerable  regret  that  the  above 
Bill  has  already  been  read  a  second  time  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  Bill  is  entirely  retrograde  in  its  scope  and  in- 
tention, and  therefore  very  objectionable.  Should  it  unfor- 
tunately reach  the  House  of  Commons,  I  hope  monster 
petitions  will  be  sent  from  every  town  and  city  in  opposition 
to  the  same. 

Personally,  I  would  rather  leave  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid 
where  it  is  at  present,  and  also  the  mineral  acids.  My 
experience  has  been  that  the  more  poisons  are  scheduled  the 
less  business  there  is  done  in  them.  If,  however,  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  satisfied  with  the  status  quo.  the  present  Bill 
should  be  dropped,  and  those  substances  mentioned  in  it 
might  be  added  to  the  poison-schedule  under  part  2. 

As  regards  the  last  clause,  I  have  always  been  opposed  to 
any  compulsory  system  of  poison  storage  or  poison-cupboards, 
and  therefore  object  to  that  part  most  strongly. 

I  think  each  chemist  should  be  allowed  to  store  his  poisons 
in  his  own  manner,  and  be  responsible  for  the  same. 

Yours  truly, 

41  Prescot  Street,  Liverpool,  WALTER  A.  GRACE. 

June  29. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

Sir, — I  felt  much  interested  in  a  letter  by  one  of  your 
correspondents  on  the  above  subject,  but  I  also  regretted  to 
notice  in  your  report  of  the  meeting  at  the  Square,  on  May 
18,  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hampson  had  no  seconder.  The 
rather  languid  proceedings  of  the  day  were  disappointing, 
and  the  result  of  the  election  still  more  so.  That  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  fund  is  objectionable  and  invidious 
must  be  allowed  by  any  candid  bystander ;  to  point  out  a 
man  as  abjectly  poor  is  bad  enough,  but  to  exhibit  him  before 
the  unfeeling  world  in  propria  persona  as  an  achievement 
of  benevolence  surpasses  my  idea  of  humanity. 

The  only  material  advantage  conferred  by  the  Pharma 
ceutical  Society  is  that  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  if  the 
committee  desire  its  prosperity  they  will  alter  their  plan  of 
procedure.  I  suggest  that  the  conditions  should  be  modified 
and  that  no  person  should  participate  who  has  not  subscribed 
some  portion  of  the  fund — after  the  manner  of  the  benefit- 
societies  that  are  so  successfully  worked  amongst  the  lower 
middle  class  and  the  upper  lower  class  of  society. 

The  minimum  subscription,  if  only  2s.  6d.  per  annum,  would 
yield  a  very  considerable  return,  while  those  members  of  the 
craft  who  are  better  off  in  the  world  might  continue  or  in- 
crease their  subscriptions.  Supposing  every  man  were  to 
drop  into  a  money-box  Id.  every  Saturday  night  he  would 
not  miss  the  fifty-two  coppers  during  the  year,  but  it  would 
prove  a  mighty  power  in  the  aggregate.  The  vast  machinery 
of  Wesleyan  Methodism  is  carried  on  solely  by  such  means ; 
every  member  of  the  Society  is  bound  to  pay  Id.  a  week  or 
Is.  a  quarter,  or  he  is  excluded  from  membership;  the 
same  rule  holds  good  in  benefit-societies. 

Yours  faithfully, 

An  Assistant.  (202/33). 


62 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


July  9,  1898 


The  Training  of  the  Chemist. 

SiE, — In  commenting  on  my  letter  of  June  25,  "  Scriven  " 
remarks  that  Euclid  is  taught  at  any  school  worthy  of  the 
name,  and  asks  if  doing  "  Riders"  does  not  train  the  mind, 
what  will?  If  properly  taught  as  a  method  of  mind- 
training  Euclid  certainly  forms  an  invaluable  part  of  a 
school Doy's  education  ;  but  at  present  it  is  too  often  taught 
merely  as  a  code  subject,  and  the  pupil  is  not  shown  how  to 
apply  his  mathematical  reasoning  to  everyday  problems, 
hence  a  large  proportion  of  its  educational  value  is  lost. 

This  point,  however,  is  immaterial.  The  main  question 
raised  by  his  letter  lies  in  the  statement:  "We  (whoever 
'  we '  may  be)  want  to  raise  the  standard  of  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,"  and  he  proposes  to  do  this  by  enforcing  a 
three  years'  curriculum.  That  this  will  entail  considerable 
hardship  on  poorer  students  he  admits,  but,  as  he  evidently 
does  not  beloDg  to  this  class,  that  fact  does  not  disturb  his 
equanimity.  Now,  as  there  are  many  apprentices  and 
assistants  in  the  trade  who  joined  it  on  the  understanding 
that  no  special  curriculum  was  necessary  for  the  passing  of 
the  Minor,  it  seems  rather  unfair  to  them  to  now  raise  the 
examination  to  a  standard  which  does  require  a  curriculum. 
If  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  determined  on  having  a 
three  years'  curriculum,  let  them  at  least  give  the  apprentices 
and  assistants  at  present  in  the  trade  time  to  pass  before 
raising  the  examination  to  that  standard. 

But  what  will  be  gained  by  thus  raising  the  standard  1 
What  benefit  will  the  scientific  training  be  to  the  average 
chemist  in  his  competition  with  the  grocer  and  the  cutting- 
stores  ?  The  modicum  he  already  has,  instead  of  assisting 
him,  seems  rather  to  handicap  him.  Before  the  Society 
impose  a  stiff  professional  examination  on  the  druggist  they 
ought  to  ensure  his  getting  a  professional  recompense  for 
his  trouble  and  professional  conditions  of  labour.  As  another 
correspondent  in  the  C.  4'  -D.  says  :  "  A  man  who  has  qualified 
ought  to  be  free  from  the  harassing  competition  of  one  who 
has  not."  Once  the  Society  has  obtained  these  conditions 
for  the  trade  it  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  about  a  three 
years'  curriculum.  Yours  faithfully, 

Student.  (229/51.) 

Detached  Crystals. 

Sre, — There  are  a  few  inaccuracies  in  your  report  of  this 
action  in  your  last  issue  which  we  should  like  to  make  clear. 

We  did  not  telephone  or  buy  from  Messrs.  Pronk,  Davis  & 
Co. ;  they  inquired  the  price  from  us  per  telephone,  and  we 
quoted  ;  the  written  order  subsequently  sent  us  was  returned 
lor  correction,  and  the  order  duly  executed  accordingly. 
Messrs.  Pronk,  Davis  &  Co.  afterwards  disputed  the  correct 
delivery,  and  claimed  a  difference  against  us.  Judgment 
was  given  in  our  favour  with  costs,  both  on  our  claim  and 
upon  defendants'  counterclaim. 

Yours  truly, 

London,  July  4.  Hollingshuest  &  Co. 

Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employes  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  or  contributing 
■notes  on  prescriptions  whicii  tlieij  haue  found  to  be  of 
unusual  interest. 


Menthol  in  a  Gargle. 

SiE, — Can  you  inform  me  how  the  following  ought  to  be 
di-pensed  so  as  to  give  a  presentable  gargle? — 

Potass,  chlor.  ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Menthol        ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  viij. 

Glycerin.       ...       ...       ...       ...  §j. 

Aq.  ad  gviij. 

Mi    Ft.  gargar. 

I  have  tried  it  several  ways,  rubbing  the  menthol  very 
fine  with  the  pot.  chlor.  before  adding  the  water,  also 
dissolving  it  in  5j.  spt.  vini  before  adding  to  the  water.  I 
have  also  used  gum  tragacanth,  but  with  always  the  same 
result— the  menthol  rises  to  the  top,  and  shaking  does  not 
distribute  it  again.  Yours  faithfully, 

Rob  Roy.  (218/25.) 

[Menthol  is  not  soluble  sufficiently,  nor  can  it  be  suspended 


in  this  gargle.  The  most  satisfactory  way  is  to  saturate  the 
water  and  glycerin  with  menthol,  strain  and  dissolve  the 
chlorate  of  potash  in  the  solution.] 

Lanoline  in  Lotion. 

Sir, — What  is  the  best  method  of  mixing  the  following 
recipe  so  as  to  form  a  presentable  preparation  1 — ■ 

Tr.  canthar.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Lanolin.        ...       ...       ...       ...  5'iss. 

Acid,  acetic   Jjss. 

Tr.  nuc.  vom....       ...       ...       ...  3ss. 

Aq.  rosse    |vj. 

M.    Ft.  lot.  crin. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  H.  C.  (221/25.) 
[There  is  no  way  of  diffusing  5'iiss  lanoline  through  arj 
aqueous  menstruum  containing  acid.    The  prescription  is 
impracticable.] 

Undissolved  Quinine. 

SiE, — As  the  ac.  sulph.  dil.  in  the  following  mixture  was 
only  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving  the  quinine,  I  got  the 
prescriber  to  leave  it  out.  I  rubbed  the  quinine  fine.  Is  that 
the  best  way  of  dispensing  it  ? 

Very  truly, 

Aq.  Sod.e.  (221/47.) 

Tr.  aconiti  m  36. 

Liq.  amm.  acet.      ...       ...       ...    fl.  5ij. 

Quin.  sulph  gr.  xxiv. 

Ac.  sulph.  dil...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Aq.  ad   Jvj. 

M. 

[The  objection  to  the  sulphuric  acid  is  that  it  makes 
formation  of  insoluble  quinine  acetate  possible.  Half  an 
ounce  of  fresh  mucilage  will  be  required  to  keep  the  quinine 
suspended.  The  quinine  must  be  rubbed  fine  in  a  mortar 
without  using  pressure.] 

A  Tedious  Emulsion. 

Sir, — Kindly  say  how  to  prepare  from  the  following  a 
presentable  mixture  in  a  reasonable  time  :  — 

Adipis ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  f,ss. 

Liq.  potassse  ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Aqua.'  5'ij. 

M. 

Veeax.  (216/45) 
[A  mixture  can  be  prepared  from  above,  but  requires  time, 
as  the  aqueous  portion  must  only  be  added  a  little  at  a 
time.] 

Lead-and-zinc  Ointment. 

Sir, — What  change  occurs  in  the  following  ointment  1 — • 

Liq.  plumbi   ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Ung.  zinci  benz.       ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

M. 

Shortly  after  mixing  it  turned  a  reddish-yellow,  as  though 
the  lead  had  been  reduced  to  oxide.  A  second  batch,  made 
with  freshly-prepared  zinc  ointment,  was  not  affected. 

Yours  truly, 

Silomo.  (222/8.) 

[The  change  is  due,  as  our  correspondent  surmises,  to  the 
reducing  action  of  stale  lard.] 


Legfa!  Queries. 

We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


228/25.  Swansea. — Neutral  oxalate  of  potassium  is  not  a 
poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

227/25.  Salix  Alba  (a  colonial  subscriber)  advertised  in 
this  journal  fur  a  traveller's  situation,  and  got  into  corre- 
spondence with  a  London  house,  who  sent  his  letters  to  an 
agent  in  the  place  where  "Salix"  was  in  a  situation  for 
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inquiries.  The  agent  showed  the  letters  to  the  advertiser's 
present  employers.  We  quite  agree  with  our  correspondent 
that  this  was  a  dishonourable  action,  but  we  are  afraid  we 
cannot  advise  him  that  he  has  any  legal  remedy. 

227/21.  H.  J.  B.  criticises  a  reply  given  in  this  column 
on  June  25  in  reference  to  a  question  put  by  "Caedmon" 
who  asked  about  the  assessment  of  a  wall  let  for  advertising- 
purposes.  "  H.  J.  D."  is  clearly  not  master  of  the  subject. 
He  says  that  by  law  the  obligation  to  pay  rates  lies,  in  the 
absence  of  agreement  to  the  contrary,  on  the  tenant.  This 
is  not  the  law  as  set  out  in  the  statute-book  in  this  parti- 
cular instance.  By  the  Advertising  Stations  Rating  Act, 
1889,  the  owner  is  liable  to  be  rated  according  to  the 
value  or  increased  value  of  the  hereditaments. 

231/42.  Pharmos. — An  unqualified  partner  in  business 
where  poisons  are  sold,  or  which  is  carried  on  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist's,  is  liable  to  a  penalty  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act. 

231/37.  Corner. — The  law  does  not  prescribe  any  limit  to 
the  quantity  of  laudanum  you  may  sell. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  rep1!/  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 


XJotlce  to 
Querists. 


paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
tlie  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 

l"/6.  Furniture. — The  Slake  for  French-polishers  is 
composed  of  benzoin  (1  oz.),  resin  (2  oz.),  in  spirit  (1  pint). 

204/73.  Sibley  (Jamaica). — (1)  Indigo-carmine  is  the 
sodium  salt  of  indigo-disulphomc  acid,  which  is  prepared 
by  the  action  of  fuming  sulphuric  acid  on  indigotin  with  the 
aid  of  a  gentle  heat.  (2)  Blue-black  ink  recipes  will  be 
found  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  356.  (3)  Brown- 
leather  boot  dressing. — See  C.  4*  November  27,  1897 
page  855,  or  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  328.  (4) 
Gum  acacia  is  readily  powdered  if  it  is  well  dried  first. 
(5)  The  sample  of  native  gum  does  cot  seem  to  possess  as 
much  adhesive  power  as  gum  aoacia.  It  willj  probably 
answer  for  purposes  other  than  medicinal. 

204/31.  H.  P. — The  following  formula  approaches  the 
composition  of  your  rheumatic  pills  : — 

Ext.  colch.  acet  gr.  j. 

Hydrarg.  subchlor   gr.  ss. 

Pulv.  ipecac,  co  gr.  ijss. 

Ft.  pil.    Two  pills  at  bedtime. 


189/59.  Cayenne. — -Your  sample  of  yellow  food  for 
canaries  is  a  mixture  of  sweet  cayenne  and  sugar. 

194/30.  C.  T. — The  Anti-eorpulence  Pills  consist  chiefly 
of  extract  of  Facxis  vesiculosus. 

194/6.  W.  8. — Horse-powders  for  cold,  similar  to  your 
sample : — 

P.  antim.  nigr.    5.1- 

P.  resinee    5j- 

P.  aconiti    gr.  iv. 

Pot.  nitr   5j- 

P.  glycyrrli   3j- 

Ft.  pulv. 

A  powder  is  a  dose  for  a  horse  ;  for  a  pony,  half  to  two-thirds. 

208/56.  A.  8.  (N.S.W.1)— (1)  The  sp.  gr.  of  brandy  is  from 
929  to  934,  of  rum  from  874  to  926.  The  total  solid  matter 
of  brandy  is  1  to  15  per  cent.  ;  of  rum,  -7  to  15  per  cent 
The  acidity  of  rum  is  about  -5,  whilst  that  of  brandy  is  -01 
to  -05.  From  these  data  you  could  tell  whether  your  sample 
is  rum  or  brandy.  (2)  The  flavour  and  taste  of  Mitcham 
and  American  oil  of  peppermint  are  sufficiently  distinct  to 
enable  you  to  judge  which  is  which.    (3)  Aniline  magenta 


gives  a  nice  colour  for  raspberry-cordial.  (4)  We  must 
refer  you  to  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  for  the  informa- 
tion you  require  on  ink.  The  matter  is  there  treated  very 
fully. 

206/1.  Yorkshire  Bite. — (1)  We  do  not  undertake  recog- 
nition of  drugs,  as  the  matter  is  not  of  general  interest. 
(2)  The  two  samples  of  bird-colouring  food  are  sweet  or 
tasteless  cayenne.  One,  however,  has  considerable  pungency. 

194/23.  Devonshire. — The  Toilet- cream  appears  to  have 
been  made  from  creme  d'amandes  by  gradually  diluting 
with  glycerin  and  water.  The  perfume  is  very  nice,  and 
seems  to  be  mainly  heliotropin. 

216/21.  Kong-beng. — The  Distemper-balls  do  not  appear 
to  be  very  actively  medicinal ;  they  consist  mainly  of  com- 
pound liquorice  powder  with  a  little  extract  of  taraxacum. 

202/74.  Bye  and  Live. — Your  sample  of  brown  hair-dye 
is  a  solution  of  hydroqainone.  about  2  dr.  in  8  oz.  of  water, 
to  which  a  little  boric  acid  is  added  as  a  preservative.  It 
becomes  dark  on  keeping. 

220/53.  P.  L. — The  Wall-paper  Cleanser  made  of  the 
interior  of  a  hot  loaf  is  prevented  from  moulding  or  drying 
by  the  addition  of  glycerin  and  boric  acid. 

220/14.  Leather. — There  is  a  good  leather-waterproofing 
recipe  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  326. 

218/51.  J.  C.  O—  Fireproofing  Cloth.— Full  particulars 
of  the  solutions  necessary  are  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  page  425. 

221/60.  J.  A. — Your  inquiry  does  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  this  column. 

220/70.  W.  cf  W.— Rosemary  and  Cantharidine  Hair- 
wasn : — 

Tr.  canthar   ?>}. 

Spt.  rosmarini        ...      ...      ...  5j. 

Glycerini      ...       ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

Ess.  bouquet   S>3  - 

Sacch.  ust   q.s. 

Aq.  ad    Sxij, 

Filter  bright. 

224/11.  B.  if  Co. — The  following  is  the  best  Dusting- 
powder  for  Jelly-squares: — 

Powdered  glucose   ?>viij. 

Rice-flour    Sviij. 

Boric  acid    Si- 
Mix. 

224/13.  F.  E.  C.—lt  you  will  read  the  rules  at  the 
head  of  this  column,  you  will  find  you  have  broken  most  of 
them. 

223/70.  E.  B.  Co. — A  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  benzol  (or 
gasoline)  and  bisulphide  of  carbon  is  the  best  Solvent  for 
Vulcanised  Rubber. 

223/67.  Waterproof. — You  will  find  some  notes  on  "Water- 
proofing Cloth  in  C.  cf  B.,  April  2,  1898,  page  561,  andi 
C.  cfB.,  July  24,  1897,  page  135. 

221/10.    Cascarilla. — The    Treatment   of  Blackheada 

consists  in  bathing  the  face  overnight  with  hot  water  and 
applying  sulphur  or  ichthyol  ointment.  As  an  application, 
during  the  day  use  the  following  lotion  :— 

Hydrarg.  perchlor   gr.  j. 

Ammon.  cklor.    gr.  v. 

Aq.  coloniensis        ...       ...       ...  §j. 

Aq.  rosre  ad   Bviij. 

223/10.  Ednos.  —  We  know  of  no  Etching-ink  for 
Xylonite  of  the  kind  you  require.  You  should  experiment 
with  some  solvent  for  xylonite,  such  as  acetate  of  amyl, 
in  which  a  black  substance,  such  as  asphalte,  might  be 
dissolved. 

218/66.  Pharm.  Ch.  sends  a  box  of  Chimney-cleaner 
which  clears  a  chimney  of  soot  ina  cleanlier  manner  than  the 
orthodox  sweep.    The  package  is  placed  on  a  bright  hot  fire 
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and  allowed  to  burn  itself  out,  and  is  said  to  cause  the  soot 
to  disappear.  The  6d.  box  contains  two  strips  of  zinc  and 
the  following  powder : — 

Salt   

Sulphur   Jss. 

Raddle  to  colour. 

222  46.  Cherokee  has  a  customer  who,  when  leaving  India, 
packed  a  bottle  of  Stephen's  copying-ink  with  some  white- 
duck  suits.  When  he  came  to  unpack  them  he  found  the 
bottle  broken  and  the  contents  spilt  over  the  clothes.  The 
clothes  should  be  soaked  in  a  very  weak  solution  of 
ammonia,  and  then  rinsed  in  clean  cold  water  until  the  water 
comes  away  colourless,  following  this  by  a  solution  of  salts 
of  lemon  and  copious  linsing. 

218/67.  Cuts  — The  Powder  used  as  an  ingredient  in  an 
Ointment  for  Cuts,  Wounds,  &c  ,  and  possessing  mar- 
vellous healing-properties,  is  crude  sulphate  of  ammonia. 

222/59.  W.  H.  8.— Red  Water  in  cattle  is  generally 
caused  by  rank  herbage,  but  not  always.  "  Veterinary 
Counter-practice  "  deals  with  the  treatment. 

221/43.    Amiens. — Curb -liniment  as  your  sample  : — 

Cantharides  ...       ...       ...       ...      k  oz. 

Camphor       ...       ...       ...       ...     h  oz. 

Spirit  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    1  pint. 

Macerate  seven  days  and  filter. 

219/66.  E.  II.  C  —  Spice  for  Rabbits'  Pood.  —  The 
•following  is  approximately  the  composition  of  this  :  — 

Fenugreek     ...       ...       ...       ...  *ss. 

Aniseed         ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Gentian         ...       ...       ...       ...  §ss. 

Linseed-meal...    Jviij. 

Mix. 

219  42.    Ecleetieine. — The  mixture  does  not  contain  any 
of  the  usual  ingredients  of  a  rheumatic-mixture  ;  the  active  ' 
ingredient  seems  to  be  bromide  of  potash. 

222/65.  Lyndhurst. — In  addition  to  the  books  on  soap- 
making  mentioned  on  page  436  of  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  there  is  Gathmann's  "  Treatise  on  Soap-making,'' 
published  at  31 ,  and  obtainable  from  Clay,  Edinburgh. 

218/34.  II.  F  —  Phillips'  "Medicated  Baths  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  Skin-diseases,"  4*.  6d.  (Cornish),  would  probably  be 
useful  to  you. 

222/18.    Zemo.  —  Your    sample    of  Meat-preservative 
Powder  is  a  mixture  of  borax  (3)  and  boric  acid  (1). 

224/14.  X  I".— The  Mixture  for  Spots  on  the  face  of 
■children  contains  a  few  drops  of  dilute  nitric  acid  with  some 
syrup  of  orange. 

188/17.  Steam. — Boiler-incrustation  Fluid. — This  con- 
sists of  caustic  soda  and  tannin-containing  material.  See 
notes  on  this  in  C.  A  D.,  July  31,  1897,  page  219,  and 
August  7,  1897,  page  250. 

223/19.  Veritas. — Adding  10  per  cent,  of  water  to  the 
crystal  carbolic  acid  will  make  a  clear  solution,  or  1  oz.  of 
the  acid  will  dissolve  in  19  oz.  of  water  if  you  require  a 
disinfecting-solution  ready  for  use. 

223/63.     E.   8.— Diluting  90-per-Cent.  Alcohol.— See 
C.  $  D.,  April  30,  1898,  page  714. 

229/25.  Euclid. — Olive  oil  will  do  in  place  of  colza  oil  as 
a  burning  and  lubricating  oil  for  cycles.  Camphor  in  the 
oil  is  supposed  to  make  a  more  brilliant  light,  but  would 
1  ender  it  unsuitable  for  lubricating. 

225/41.  Crimpo.- — As  a  bleaching-agent  for  an  animal's 
hair  chlorine  is  the  most  active.  To  use  it  apply  first 
a  solution  of  chlorinated  lime,  and  follow  with  a  weak- 
acid  bath  and  repeat  if  necessary. 

226/52.  C.  F.  J. — Fixative  for  charcoal,  crayon,  and  pencil 
drawings,  used  with  a  spray-diffuser,  is  a  weak  solution  of 
s.indarac  in  spirit. 


229/28.  Pip.— Powder  for  Gapes  in  Fowl.— The  fol- 
lowing is  an  improvement  on  your  formula  : — 

Powdered  camphor  ...    Jss. 

Peroxide  of  iron      ...  ...  ... 

Powdered  fenugreek  ...       ...  Si- 
Powdered  liquorice  ...    Jiiiss. 

Mix.  Two  teaspoonfuls  to  be  mixed  with  the  food  of  a  dozeu  fowls. 

Recommend  also  the  use  of  carbolic  powder,  as  mentioned 
in  "Veterinary  Counter  Practice,"  page  263. 

228/33.  J.  S.  B.  H. — (1)  To  decolourise  liq.  calcis  bisul- 
phitis  filter  through  animal  charcoal.  (2)  Tincture  of 
Myrrh  and  Borax  —  See  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  141,  or  C.  $  B.,  October  16,  1897,  page  642. 

225/37.    Devon.— Fly  and  Maggot  Oils  for  Cattle: — 

Spirit  of  turpentine  ...       ...       ...  Jv. 

Spirit  of  tar  ...       ...       ...       ...  3v. 

Corrosive  sublimate...       ...       ...  ,^ss. 

Muriatic  acid...       ...       ...       ...  $ss. 

Buttermilk  or  water   Css. 

Mix. 

194/15.  Canaries. — For  information  in  regard  to  colour- 
food  for  canaries,  see  C.  S>  B-.  September  12,  1896,  page  441, 
and  October  3,  1896,  page  667. 

228/15.  Terebinth.  —  Without  experiments,  which  we 
cannot  conveniently  carry  out  on  the  large  scale,  we  have 
difficulty  in  advising  you  in  the  matter.  The  Carnauba  wax 
requires  a  third  more  turpentine  than  beeswax.  Melt  the 
wax  with  half  its  weight  of  linseed  oil,  and  add  the  turpen- 
tine gradually,  constantly  stirring.  Allow  to  cool  slowly,  and 
without  stirring,  as  that  frequently  induces  granulation. 

207/57.  Carrie/;  — Cinnamon-water  is  a  saturated  solution, 
and  when  salts  are  dissolved  in  it  some  of  the  oil  is 
thrown  out. 

227/67.  Yerax. — The  Rheumatism-powder  is  5  gr.  of 
phenocoll  hydrochlorate. 

227/62  MixpaJt  — The  No.  1  hair-dye  which  is  followed 
by  a  nitrate-of-silver  solution  consists  of  pyrogallic  acid  in 
aqueous  solution.  There  are  similar  recipes  in  "  Pharmaceu- 
tical Formulas,"  page  103. 

227/10.  P.  II.  A — The  Cemsnt  used  by  cycle-makers  for 
fixing  metal  ferrules  on  to  cycle-handles  is  made  by  shaking 
together  shellac  (1)  and  spirit  (2)  until  it  becomes  viscid. 

228/59.  Radix. — You  should  read  the  chapter  on  sticky 
fly-papers  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  The  composition 
is  spread  hot. 

229/70.  Korrilture. — Calf-meal  resembling  your  sample  : — ■ 

Pea-meal   3A  lbs. 

Lentil-meal   ...       ...       ...       ...    3i  lbs. 

Fenugreek    A  lb. 

Barley-meal  14  lbs. 

Crushed  linseed      ...       ...       ...    7  lbs. 

Mix. 

230/30.  R.  B.  B. — We  cannot  give  advice  in  regard  to 
the  probable  success  of  a  patent,  and  if  we  were  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  the  sample  which  you  send  and  its  prospects 
we  might  mislead  you.  Your  experience  so  far  in  regard  to 
the  article  should  be  the  best  guide  as  to  its  future. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  he  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 

220,20.  Agent  for  sheet-soap  or  soap-leaves  in  small 
books  to  sell  at  Id. 

230/60.  Indelible  asks  if  any  chemist  has  had  any  ex- 
perience with  a  Mr.  Solomon,  of  Birmingham,  as  an  agent  for 
his  "  Universal  "  marking-ink  ? 
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BUSINES3  is  improving  slightly,  and  there  is  more  inquiry 
all  round,  with  a  few  changes,  of  which  the  following 
are  the  more  notable  :— 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Cloves 

Acid,  citric 

Eserine 

.Gamboge 

Acid,  tartaric 

Kola-nuts 

Morphia 

Kava  kava 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Pepper 

Oils  (Sicilian) 

Phenazone 

Opium 

Quassia 

Quinine 

Shellac 

Sulphur 

The  alterations  in  prices  at  the  drug-auctions  are  noted 
under  that  section. 


Samples  of  Perfumed  Spirits  by  Parcels'  Post. 

Under  a  general  order  the  Board  of  Customs  have  hitherto 
permitted  tamples  of  tea  and  tobacco  to  be  sent  by  parcels' 
post  from  Customs  bonded  warehouses  to  places  abroad. 
This  permission  is  by  an  order  dated  July  4  to  be  extended 
to  perfumed  spirits  manufactured  in  a  bonded  warehouse, 
provided  '  no  single  parcel  of  perfumed  spirits  shall  contain 
less  than  -125  gallon."  Free  goods  may  be  included  in  the 
same  parcel,  the  usual  Customs  conditions  as  to  re-importa- 
tion being  observed. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  is  now  a  trifle 
more  brisk,  both  the  home  demand  and  that  for  export 
showing  a  slight  increase.  Miscellaneous  products  generally 
are  in  better  request  from  the  various  consumptive  trades, 
particularly  soap-makers  and  paint-makers.  Dyers  are  busier, 
as  are  also  bleachers  and  calico-printers,  whilst  finishers  are 
well  employed.  Paper-makers  have  plenty  of  orders  on 
hand,  but  glass-manufacturers  are  not  doing  so  much  just  at 
present.  Prices,  on  the  whole,  are  fairly  well  maintained  all 
round.  Soda  crystals,  in  strong  demand,  and  same  remark 
applies  to  recovered  Sulphur,  which  is  very  firm  with 
advancing  tendency.  Soda  ash  is  in  good  request,  and  salt- 
cake  maintains  a  firm  position  at  late  quotations.  Sulphate 
of  ammonia  is  quieter,  and  a  shade  lower  (about  Is.  3d.  per 
ton)  than  last  week's  figures.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week 
amounted  to  403  tons.  Bleaching-powder  and  Caustic  soda 
are  still  on  the  easy  side.  Benzols  are  dull;  90-per-cent., 
1CW.  ;  July  to  December  delivery,  lQ\d.  ;  50-per-cent.,  10-£<f. 
Nitrate  of  soda,  firm;  refined,  8s.,  and  ordinary,  7s.  l^d. 
Chlorate  of  potash,  easy;  Liverpool,  3^d.  to  3\d. ;  London, 
3\d. 

Liverpool  Drug= market. 

Liverpool,  July  6. 

Castor  Oil. — First  pressure,  French,  have  declined  to  3(2.  to 
3>f(jd:,  owing  to  arrivals  and  lower  forward  prices.  Good  Calcutta 
seconds  are  held  for  3f tZ.  Good  Madras  seconds  are  held  for 
3TVZ-  per  lb. 

Canary-seed. — 250  bags  good  Turkish  sold  at  25s.  6(7.  per  qr. 
The  market  remains  sluggish. 

Gum  Arabic. — Little  alteration ;  Sotjdan  sorts  have  met  with 
some  inquiry,  but  present  rates  are  too  high  for  business. 
Medium  grades  are  offered  at  from  22s.  for  Brazilian,  up  to 
51s.  6rf.  for  Senegal. 

Honey  at  auction.  Chilian  met  with  little  favour,  only  19s.  9<f . 
being  bid  for  Pile  III.  Californian  shows  an  upward  tendency, 
holders  asking  fully  late  rates,  and  hope  for  better  prices  soon. 

Copper  Sulphate  steady,  at  161.  per  ton.  Holders  and  makers 
show  little  disposition  to  sell  forward,  in  quantity,  as  higher  prices 
are  expected. 

Ginger,  African. — 210  bags  of  Sierra  Leone  afloat  were  sold 
at  18s.,  and  50  bags  of  Cochin  on  the  spot,  realised  23s.  cwt. ;  24s. 
being  asked  for  the  rest  of  the  parcel. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  offered  at  70s.  to  77s.  fid.  according  to 
the  grade,  but  not  any  at  this  price  would  meet  pharmaceutical 
requirements. 


Kola  Nuts  sold  at  lhd.  to  l$d. 

Grains  of  Paradise.  —  For  the  small  stocks  45s.  cwt.  i» 
asked. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  offered  at  9s.  to  12s.  2d. 

Hamburg  Drug= market. 

Hamburg,  July  5. 
Business  generally  is  very  dull  here,  and  our  drug-market 
shows  no  signs  of  improvement.    Prices  have  changed  but 
slightly  since  last  week : — 

Aloes  (Cape)  very  scarce  and  held  at  55m.  per  100  kilos.,  while 
Curacao  quotes  39m.  to  40m.  per  100  kilos. 

Anise-seed  (Russian)  is  quiet  at  37m.  per  100  kilos.  Star 
scarce  on  spot  at  240m.  per  100  kilos. ;  forward  230m.  to  235m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Acid  (Citric)  is  firmer  and  higher  at  2E2m.  per  1C0  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  very  firm  and  scarce  at  38m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  (Malta)  is  steady ;  spot  37m.  to  39m.  per  100 
kilos.  ;  for  new  crop  40m.  to  42m.  per  100  kilos  is  asked. 

Cevadilla-seed  neglected;  nominally  76m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Eye  quiet  and  slow  of  sale  at  130ni.  to  160m.  per 
100  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Honey  is  steady.  Chilian  shows  a  fair  demand;  Pile  III.  de- 
mands 42m.  per  100  kilos. 

Kola-nuts  are  quiet  at  32?.m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Cod-liver  is  steady  ;  1898  non-congeiling  oil  is  84m.  per 
barrel.  Castor  is  quiet,  fiist-pressing  in ,  barrels,  spot,  56m.  per 
100  kilos.  Rape  quiet  at  51m.  per  100  kilos,  (duty  free).  Pepper- 
mint, HGH  5^m.  per  lb.,  Japan  oil  6Jm.  per  kilo.  Star-anise, 
short  delivery  can  be  bought  at  15£m.  per  kilo.  Russian  anise 
13Am.  per  kilo.    Caraway  is  firm. 

Opium  is  tending  firmer;  22m.  per  kilo,  paid  to-day. 

Quinine  is  a  little  firmer  ;  sales  at  26r.m.  per  kilo,  have  been 
effected. 

Quillaia-bark  is  steady,  uncut  at  38m.,  cut  bark  at  45m.  to 
47m.  per  1C0  kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  unchanged  at  27Cm.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuhnha  is  very  firm.  Rio  is  scarce  at  21jm.  to  22m.  per 
kilo.,  while  Cartagena  root  is  16m.  to  17m.  per  kilo. 

Wax  is  quiet.  Japan  66m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauba  wax  is 
dull ;  grey  quotes  7Cm.,  medium  lOCm.  to  110m.,  yellow  110m.  to- 
125m.  per  100  kilos. 

New  York  Market. 

Owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the  American  mails  our  New 
York  correspondent's  letter  of  June  21  did  not  reach  us  until 
our  last  issue  was  printed.  It  is  only  of  interest,  therefore, 
to  note  the  matters  which  were  not  covered  by  his  cablegiam 
of  June  30.  He  observes  that  although  the  usual  sumrrer 
dulness  reigns  in  the  drug-trade  there  is  a  good  undertone, 
and  the  feeling  that  business  will  improve  and  go  ah'  ad 
"  after  the  war "  keeps  prices  up.  The  following  are  1  is- 
more  important  remarks  : — 

Coca-leaves. — Demand  light,  stocks  small,  prices  nominal. 
Jalap. — Active  and  firmer,  at9£e.  to  11c.  per  lb. 
Jaborandi  in  good  export  demand ;  stocks  light;  prices,  8c.  to 
11c.  per  lb. 

Belladonna-leaves. — Stocks  low  and  prices  firm — lOkc.  to  11c. 
per  lb. 

Beeswax  is  still  scarce,  and  refined  is  31-^c.  per  lb. 
Cod-liver  Oil. — Holders  firm,  and  want  §24  to  §26  per  barrel 
for  Norwegian  medicinal. 

Writing  again  on  June  28,  our  correspondent  states  that  the 
markets  continue  dull : — 

Balsams. — Copaiba  is  easier,  but  without  quotable  change. 
Tolu  has  further  declined  to  33c.  owing  to  more  liberal  offerings. 
Peru  can  be  bought  at  §2. 

Mandrake  (Podophyllum)  Root  is  easier,  and  new  root  is  in 
good  supply ;  3|c.  will  buy  in  quantity,  and  4c.  in  small  lots. 

Damiana-leaves. — The  new  crop  is  said  to  be  small,  and  prices 
are  expected  to  advance  later.  At  present  11c.  is  asked  for  new 
prime  green  leaves. 

Beeswax  is  easier  and  in  better  supply,  and  29c.  will  buy 
ordinary  pure. 

Cod-liver  Oil,  in  sympathy  with  the  primary  markets,  is 
firmer,  and  dealers  have  advanced  quotations  §1  per  barrel.  There 
is  no  demand,  however,  at  this  season. 

Ipecacuanha  Root  is  in  good  demand,  and  the  price  is  firmly 
maintained,  2.30-2.40  being  asked  for  prime  Rio.  Holders  offer 
very  sparingly. 

Quinine  is  in  better  demand,  and  20c.  is  asked  for  foreign  in 
100-oz.  cans.  Secondhands  are,  however,  willing  to  sell  small 
lots  at  19J. 

Opium  is  quiet  and  unchanged  at  3.55-3.60. 
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English  Herb=crops. 

We  are  able  to  supplement  our  recent  references  to  the  crops 
of  medicinal  and  aromatic  plants  grown  in  this  country  with 
the  following  information  obtained  direct  from  cultivators. 


Messrs.  G.  Allen  &  Co.  (Ampthill)  write  : — 

Henbane. — The  crop  of  biennial  this  year  has  been  exception- 
ally small,  the  plant  having  suffered  from  the  inclement  spring 
following  last  year's  dry  summer.  The  young  plant  is  coming  on 
very  well,  and  much  of  the  first  year's  leaf  is  ready  to  pick. 

Belladonna  is  cutting  a  heavier  crop  than  was  anticipated,  the 
recent  showers  having  helped  the  growth. 

Aconite  has  not  done  so  well  as  was  hoped,  the  roots,  however, 
appear  to  be  well  developed  for  the  time  of  year.  The  supply 
will  probably  not  equal  the  demand. 

Rhubarb. — The  crop  is  looking  exceedingly  well. 

Pop2>ies  are  rather  backward  so  far  as  size  can  be  judged ;  they 
should  be  satisfactory. 

Lavender  is  looking  well,  and  we  anticipate  a  good  weight  of 
flower. 

Moses. — The  flowers  are  exceedingly  good,  though  they  have 
come  into  flower  rather  later  this  year  than  last. 

Squirting  cucumber  is  now  coming  into  flower  with  every 
prospect  of  a  good  yield  of  fruit. 

Savin. — Pennyroyal  and  other  smaller  crops  are  about  of  usual 
extent. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  comparative 
failure  of  the  henbane-crop,  and  consequent  increase  of  price  in 
both  leaf  and  extract. 

*  *  *  * 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited)  (London,  <fcc.)  confine 
their  report  to  Mitcham  oil-yielding  plants  : — 

Peppeemint.t — Despite  the  mild  winter,  and  not  unfavourable 
spring,  the  crops  of  peppermint  are  rather  backward.  The  acreage 
of  young  mint  planted  this  year  is  fully  up  to  the  average  ;  the 
plants  struck  well  and  look  healthy,  but  have  not  grown.  Old 
plants  have  seldom  appeared  so  discouraging ;  evidently  the 
weather-conditions  last  year  were  not  conducive  to  the  production 
of  "  runners."  The  plantations  are  very  thin,  and  there  are  many 
bare  patches  to  be  seen ;  one  or  two  fields  in  the  Surrey  district 
have  almost  completely  failed,  and  have  had  to  be  made  good 
with  young  plants.  With  a  few  showers  the  crop  might  be  con- 
siderably increased,  but  the  distillation  will  probably  take  place  a 
month  or  so  later  than  usual. 

Lavender  looks  exceedingly  well  and  promising.  It  is  remark- 
ably free  from  blight,  which,  generally  speaking,  seems  to  be  more 
prevalent  than  usual. 

Chamomiles  have  made  fair  growth,  and  should  give  plenty  of 
flower.  They  have  greatly  benefited  by  the  mild  winter,  and  the 
dull  and  cold  weather  in  the  early  part  of  June  has  not  injuriously 
affected  them. 

*  *  *  * 

Messrs.  John  Leyland  &  Co.  (Byfleet  and  London)  :  The 
ensuing  lavender  season  promises  well,  and,  provided  we  get 
plenty  of  sun  this  month,  there  should  be  a  good  yield  of  oil. 
The  roses  are  in  great  quantity,  but  rather  small,  owing,  we 
think,  to  the  cold  winds  which  prevailed  a  short  time  back. 
The  perfume,  however,  is  perfect,  and  we  are  drawing  a 
better  rose-water  than  ever  this  year. 

*  *  *  * 

Messrs.  W.  Eansom  &  Son  (Hitchin)  :  The  medicinal  herb- 
crops  are  unusually  late  this  year,  owing  to  the  cold  spring 
and  want  of  bright  sunshine. 

Henbane  is  probably  the  worst  crop  on  record.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  plants  died  last  autumn,  and  those  which  survived 
are  in  many  places  very  short  and  thin. 

Belladonna,  is  an  average  crop,  probably  about  equal  to  that  of 
last  year.  Some  of  the  growers  complain  that  it  is  short,  and 
below  what  was  anticipated. 

Aconite. — The  demand  for  the  green  extract  has  fallen  off,  and 
to  cultivate  profitably  for  the  roots  alone  higher  prices  ought  to 
be  obtained.  The  plant  is  in  fair  condition ;  but  there  is  no 
prospect  of  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  requirements  of  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia,  which  directs  the  exclusive  use  of  the  English 
root  for  the  preparation  of  aconitine  and  the  galenical  preparations. 

Elaterium. — The  plants  appear  healthy,  but  require  warm 
weather  if  there  is  to  be  much  fruit. 

Lavender  at  present  looks  well,  but  unless  more  seasonable 
weather  prevails  during  the  next  few  weeks  the  yield  of  oil  is  not 
likely  to  be  large. 

Peppermint  does  not  promise  so  well  as  last  year,  but  there 
may  be  an  average  crop. 

Hemlock  and  Foxglove  are  collected  mostly  from  the  wild 
plant,  the  supply  of  which  has  been  sufficient  for  requirements. 


Messrs.  E.  Bing  &  Son  (Canterbury)  state  that  their  crop 
of  medicinal  herbs  (lavender)  is  unusu  ally  short  this  year. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Martin  (Cheam): — "Peppermint  looks  well  on 
the  light  soils,  but  is  very  thin  and  weak  cn  the  clay." 


London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries  of 
some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public  ware- 
houses from  January  31,  1898,  to  June  30,  and  to  the  btocks  on 
June  30.    Their  accuracy  cannot  be  guaranteed. 


Article 


Aloes  cs,  &c. 

„    gourds 

Anise,  Star  cs 

Arrowroot  ....  brls 
„       bxs  &  tus 

Balsams  cks,  &c. 

Oaluniba-root . .  bgs 

Camphor  pkgs 

Cardamoms..  cs,&c. 
Cinchona-bark  : — 

S.  American  cs 

„      bis,  &.c. 
E.  I.,  Ceylon,  J  cs 
and  Java    \ bis 
Oocculiis  Iud. . .  bgs 

Cochineal  bgs 

Oubebs  bgs 

Dragons'  blood  . .  cs 
Galls- 
China  and  Jap.  cs 
Tkey.  &  Prsn.  bgs 
Gums — 
Ammoniacum  pkgs 
Auiini  &  copal  „ 
Arabic!  all  desc.),, 
Asaf  etida    . .  „ 
Benzoin  ....  „ 

Damar   „ 

cGalbanum  ..  „ 
Gamboge ....  „ 
Guaiacum   . .  „ 

Kino   „ 

Kowrie  tons 

Mastic  pkgs 

Myrrh,  E.I.  „ 
Olibanum  . .  „ 
Sandarac ....  „ 
Tragacanth . .  „ 
Ipecacuanha,  Rio  bis 
„  other  kinds  pkgs 

Jalap  bis 

Nux  vomica  . .  pkgs 
Oils— 

t  Anise  cs 

TOassia  „ 

Castor  cks 


Stocks 


Imported 


Delivered 


Cocoa-nut  . .  tons 
Olive  .  ...cks&c. 
Palm  tons 

X  Quininesulphate  lbs 

Rhubarb  chts 

Safflower — 
Bengal  . .  bis,  &c. 

Saltpetre- 
Nitrate  potash  tons 
Nitrate  soda  ,, 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

Senna  bis  (fee. 

Shellac — 

Button  cs 

Garnet  „ 

Orange  , 

Sticklac  cs 

Terra  Japonica — 

Cutch  tons 

Gambier ....  „ 

Turmeric — 

Bengal  tons 

Madras,  Cochin, 
&c  tons 

Wax— 
(Bees')  bis  &  sms 
„        cks  &  cs 
(Japan)  ..  cs,  &c. 


1898 

1897 

1898 

1897 

1898 

1P.Q7 

2,805 

2,829 

1,220 

- 

1 

891 

I 

j  1,086 

2,103 

2,199 

1,819 

1,095 

— 

1,294 

137 

66 

180 

70 

100 

53 

44 

12,332 

12,736 

9,415 

8,297 

6,246 

7,306 

1,262 

2,o05 

446 

186 

980 

704 

39J 

470 

959 

23  J 

997 

566 

579 

70 

1,162 

321 

faOo 

263 

9,843 

11,335 

1215 

4,564 

2,810 

5,161 

1,58 1 

1,119 

3,063 

2,347 

1,961 

1,672 

54 

04 

— 

2 

12,291 

10,  tod. 

2,39 

1,803 

77 
2.044 

1,847 

412 

4U4 

194 

149 

149 

53 

8,0/3 

7,7yo 

13,033 

4,568 

9,124 

4,780 

35 

40 

24 

2,886 

2,lo7 

1.687 

519 

1,320 

1,064 

1,954 

1,629 

72 

64 

222 

19 

79 

47 

91 

88 

71 

1,413 

vlo 

1,373 

139 

520 

599 

5,lt8 

4,433 

3,185 

2,481 

6,031 

1  26 

46 

9 

13 

5 

6 

£U,b44 

ID.OoU 

20,513 

20,305 

20,334 

18,322 

10.870 

\z  530 

8,922 

13,02  / 

10,572 

13,4b2 

491 

2yy 

379 

541 

378 

5C3 

3.130 

3,228 

3,020 

1,868 

2,263 

2.043 

4,076 

3,018 

3,432 

2,365 

3,174 

3,046 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

273 

ouo 

87 

236 

109 

120 

57 

7d 

39 

42 

38 

18 

35 

3£7 
GO 

29 

19 

17 

13 

5c4 

1,227 

1,213 

1,973 

1,390 

1729 

25 

11 

46 

9 

21 

10 

436 

O&o 

36 

156 

207 

4,028 

4,935 

2,56  J 

1.827 

2,794 

1,1.54 

yyu 

764 

1,269 

555 

596 

3,i  82 

2,7ul 

4,358 

2,Yb3 

3,999 

4,148 

16* 

238 

231 

256 

304 

465 

67 

g 

If  9 

1  il 

118 

130 

309 

413 

76 

249 

109 

140 

117 

547 

94 

423 

106 

399 

112 

97 

120 

29 

68 

83 

57 

10 

no 

58 

73 

95 

70 

418 

4t0 

384 

621 

538 

^04 

644 

339 

537 

649 

292 

Oil 

662 

752 

530 

724 

1,179 

8(0 

1,687 

839 

1,154 

1,128 

20 

17 

18 

18 

1C0.284 

88,4b0 

34,177 

18,320 

30,097 

17,784 

466 

294 

320 

3.2 

829 

469 

229 

171 

41 

63 

17 

40 

1.273 

2,955 

'3,428 

4,158 

2  907 

3,024 

1  624 

3,278 

16,426 

10,408 

16  518 

12.504 

296 

208 

725 

458 

613 

513 

570 

1,166 

1,486 

6.1 

2  270 

2,289 

6,175 

7,559 

4,119 

7,106 

4.711 

5  466 

7  399 

7.050 

5.804 

6  0b7 

3,33-S 

3.264 

43.923 

35,581 

20,721 

31,b94 

17.U-6 

21.626 

2,464 

3  623 

805 

1  827 

1,386 

1,123 

1,158 

1,600 

394 

421 

652 

641 

1,496 

995 

4,9;9 

2,460 

5,198 

2,640 

117 

426 

10 

19 

67 

120 

144 

303 

78 

45 

80 

123 

689 

770 

1,283 

1218 

1.231  1 

858 

1,109 

1,575 

1,370 

2.286 

1912  1 

1,678 

49 1 

81 

688 

144 

421 

242 

*  Fifteen  cases  of  galbanum  are  lying  iu  the  warehouses,  bat  appeal  to 
have  been  omitted  lrom  the  report. 

t  Stock  ot  aniseed  and  cassia  oils  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's 
Quay  are  wit  included  in  this  return. 

I  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith  Wharves ;  also  the 
Docks. 

These  statistics  are  commented  upon  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
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Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  July  7,  11.30  A.m.  :— Camphor  is  slightly 
better,  at  230m.  per  100  kilos,  of  refined.  Beeswax  dull  of 
sale  and  weak.    Shellac  is  improving. 


New  York,  July  7,  2  25  p.m.  : — This  market  is  very  quiet, 
and  I  have  no  change  to  report  upon  the  leading  staples, 
excepting  cascara  sagrada  of  the  new  crop,  which  is  very 
firm.  The  lowest  spot-quotation  I  can  get  is  4§c.  per  lb. 
Citric  acid  is  moving  upwards,  and  36c.  per  lb.  is  to-day's 
price. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  July  7. 

Acid,  Citric. — The  advance  mentioned  last  week  was 
owing  to  heavy  purchases  of  juice  by  American  manufac- 
turers who  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  have  been  con- 
tending against  scarcity  of  crude  material  from  the  Florida 
and  Californian  growers  The  acid  is  firm  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb., 
and  makers  are  not  eager  to  take  orders  at  that.  Exports  of 
citric  acid  (declared  so)  from  London  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  following  years  were  : — 

1898  1897  1896  1895  1894  1893  1892 
Cwt.  Cwt.  Cwt.  Cwt.  Cwt.  Cwt.  Cwt. 
2,545      4,411      2,849     2,853     3,593      3,380  4,070 

Acid,  Oxalic. — From  3§d.  to  3|rf.  per  lb.  spot. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  firmer,  but  unchanged  in  price.  Higher 
rates  are  anticipated. 

Camphor,  Crude,  quiet,  with  a  lower  tendency.  Refined 
steady,  and  in  good  demand. 

Cinchona  — Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  advises  us  that 
the  auctions  on  July  14  will  comprise  6,650  packages  of  bark, 
equal  to  582,853  kilos.,  and  of  this  472,962  kilos,  is  manu- 
facturers' baik,  and  the  rest  (109,891  kilos.)  druggists'.  The 
manufacturers'  bark  contains  the  equivalent  of  25,006  kilos. 
(875,210  oz.)  quinine  sulphate,  being  an  average  of  5  28  per 
cent.  The  druggists'  bark  contains  the  equivalent  of  2,641 
kilos,  quinine  sulphate.  He  adds  the  following  in  respect  to 
shipments  : — "  The  cinchona-bark  shipments  from  Java  during 
June  have  been  1,033  000  Amsterdam  lbs  ,  against  824,000  in 

1897,  716,000  in  1896.  889.000  in  1895,  455,000  in  1894,  and 
816,000  in  1893.    The  totals  for  January  to  June  were  :  In 

1898,  4  917,000  Amsterdam  lbs.;  1897,  3,334,000;  1896. 
3,976,000;  1895,  3,768.700;  1894,  3,743,000;  and  1893, 
4,060,000."  The  total  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1 
to  June  7,  1898,  were :  268,709  lbs.  to  the  U.K.,  18,794  lbs. 
to  France,  63,188  lbs.  to  the  U.S.,  724  lbs.  to  Africa,  and 
2,026  lbs.  to  China;  total,  353,441  lbs.,  against  333,383  lbs. 
for  the  same  period  of  1897.  Little  business  doing  privately. 
The  offers  in  auction  to-day  are  dealt  with  on  a  succeeding 
page. 

Cocoa-butter.  Sales  have  been  made  in  Amsterdam  of 

Van  Houten's  at  58c.  to  60c.  per  J-kilo  (60,000  kilos.),  and 
of  other  brands  at  57|c.  to  57|c. "  In  London,  on  Tuesday, 
40  tons  of  Cadbury's  sold  at  10|rf.  to  lOf  d.  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — Best  English  and  German  makes  are  firmer  at 
9s.  3d.  per  oz.,  in  100-oz.  lots. 

CodeiA  is  unchanged  at  present  although  morphia  has 
been  advanced.    It  remains  firm  at  lis.  6d.  per  oz. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Dearer,  viz.  15/.  10s.  to  15Z.  12s.  6d. 
per  ton  c.i.f.  and  up  to  16/.  5s.  spot. 

Cream  of  Tartar.— Slightly  dearer,  81s.  per  cwt.  69 
wanted  for  powdered  B.P.  on  the  spot  (75s.  f.o.b.  Bordeaux) 
and  75s.  on  the  spot  for  95  per  cent,  cream  in  powder.  The 
firmer  tendency  is  chiefly  due  to  lowering  of  the  exchange 
rate. 

Eserine. — Cheaper  by  a  third,  the  manufacturers  having 
on  Monday  reduced  the  price  of  salicylate  and  sulphate  to  2s. 
per  gramme.  The  pure  alkaloid  is  3s.  per  gramme — in  each 
case  packages  extra. 

Glycerin. — German  1-260  is  51s.  to  52s.  per  cwt.,  English 
53s. 

Gum  Tragacanth.— Good  business  has  been  done  in 
fourths  at  81.  15s.  to  9/.  10s,,  and  yellow  and  pinky  at  6/.  to 


6/  10s.  Firsts  are  held  for  12/.  10s.  to  13/.  10s. ;  seconds, 
111.  5s.  to  12/  5s. ;  and  thirds,  10/.  to  11/. 

Kava  Kava. — Scarcity  of  this  drug  is  reported  from 
U.S.A.,  and  the  same  is  said  to  be  the  condition  on  the 
Pacific  coast,.  There  is  a  small  supply  available  in  London 
at  about  lOd.  per  lb. 

Menthol  is  decidedly  firmer  at  6s.  3d.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Morphia  Muriate.— The  makers  have  advanced  their 
prices  for  powder  to  4s.  9d.,  or  5s.  for  small  wholesale 
quantities.    These  a/e  not  paying-prices. 

Oil,  Bergamot. — Firmer,  at  7s.  to  8s.  per  lb.,  c.i  f. 

Oil,  Cod-Liver,  cheaper.  Fine  non-congealing  medicinal 
oil,  Norwegian  1898  fishing,  is  offered  at  82s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f., 
and  easier  rates  would  be  accepted  for  1897  oil. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent,  writing  on  July  2,  states  that  the 
Finmarken  fishery  is  now  discontinued,  and  statements  of  the 
definitive  quantity  are  to  hand.  The  catches  for  the  three  last 
years  are  equivalent  to  the  following  yields  of  oil : — 

1898        1897  1896 
barrels     barrels  barrels 
22,855  ...  29,073  ...  20,255 

Stocks  at  hand  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year    ...    5,000  ...    3,000  ...  5,000 


27,855  32,073  25,255 
12,500  ...  12,000  ...  6,800 


Exports  up  to  date   for  the  whole 
country 

In  stock  up  to  this  date    15,355  ...  20,073  ...  18,455 

The  average  price  for  best  Lofoten  non-congealing  medicinal  oil 
was  in  June,  1896,  about  170s.  per  ban-el  f.o.b.  terms ;  in  1897 
about  62s.,  and  about  81s.  this  year. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Tending  dearer.  For  oil  of  guaranteed 
citral  content,  4s.  6a!.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Messina,  is  wanted,  and 
holders  are  not  disposed  to  part  with  it  at  that,  as  they 
expect  higher  rates.  Fair  quality  may  be  had  at  4s.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.  terms. 

Oil,  Orange  (Sweet). — Ordinary  qualities  may  still  be 
had  at  8s.  per  lb  ,  c.i.f.;  but  some  agents  ask  8s.  9d.,  ex- 
wharf,  for  guaranteed  oil ;  or  8s.  6d.,  f.o.b.  Messina.  In 
sympathy  with  lemon  oil,  this  one  is  firmer. 

'     Oil,  Peppermint. — American  oils  generally  unchanged, 
but  HGH  is  5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Star  Anise. — Easier.  There  are  sellers  at  6s.  6d. 
per  lb.  for  July-August  shipment,  and  6s.  3d.  for  October- 
December  c.i.f.,  with  little  business.  Hong-Kong  reports  of 
date  June  2  state  that  the  market  there  had  improved  a  little 
owing  to  fair  purchases,  12°  to  13°  oil  having  sold  at  the 
equivalent  of  6s.  2d.  per  lb.  c.i  f.,  and  14°  to  15°  at  6s.  Ihd. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — Quiet  at  20s.  9d.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot. 

Opium. — There  is  not  much  business  passing,  because 
buyers  do  not  feel  disposed  as  yet  to  give  the  long  prices 
asked  by  holders.  The  latter  maintain  that  the  position  of 
the  drug  and  the  comparatively  short  crop  justify  not  only 
recent  advances,  but  higher  prices  in  the  near  future.  The 
Smyrna  price  for  good  druggists'  on  Wednesday  was  10s.  6d. 
per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  equal  to  lis.  3d.  to  lis.  6d.  spot.  Limited 
sales  of  Persian  have  been  made  at  12s.  per  lb. 

Our  Constantinople  correspondents  advise  us,  on  July  1,  that 
the  market  had  been  inactive,  the  sales  for  the  week  ending  on 
that  date  having  been  5  cases  of  Karahissar  at  10s.  2d.,  and 
10s.  Id.  remained  the  nominal  price,  but  with  little  offering  at 
that.  The  weather  had  been  very  favourable  for  gathering  the 
new  crop. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing  on  June  24,  states  that  the 
sales  for  exportation  during  the  week  then  ending  amounted  to 
50  cases — viz.,  36  talequale  at  10s.  Id.,  12  Karahissar  10s.  4(i, 
and  2  Yerli  at  10s.  5d.,  in  each  case  per  lb.,  c.  aud  f.  any  European 
port.  The  market  closed  firm.  The  arrivals  of  old  opium  amount 
to  3,691  cases  (2,516  in  1897),  and  of  new  36  (50  in  1897).  Not- 
withstanding the  insignificant  arrivals,  4  cases  of  current  tale- 
quale have  been  sold  by  two  holders  at  9s.  6(7.  per  lb.  for  export. 
The  reports  from  the  principal  sources  of  production  that  the 
crop  is  25  per  cent,  deficient  make  holders  firm  in  their  views. 
It  is  expected  that  not  more  than  3,000  cases  will  be  obtained 
this  year,  but  no  conclusive  opinion  can  be  formed  on  this  point 
until  the  middle  of  this  month.  One  thins  is  certain — the  weather 
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is  good,  and  that  enables  the  crop  to  be  gathered  in  without 
interruption. 

From  another  correspondent  we  learn  that  the  total  sales  in 
June  amounted  to  290  cases,  and  the  last  prices  paid  were  as 
follows  : — Current  qualities,  10s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. ;  Karabissar,  tale 
quale,  10s.  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. ;  Yerli  ditto,  10s.  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. ; 
sightly  ditto,  10s.  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. ;  new  current  sightly,  10s. 
per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  stock  of  opium  in  Smyrna  is  now  2,426  cases 
(not  calculating  what  is  held  on  speculation),  and  in  Constanti- 
nople, up  to  June  25,  503. 

PHENACETIN. — Ordinary  makes  range  from  3s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
to  4s.  3d.  J.  D.  Rieiel  now  proposes  to  put  his  product  on  the 
market  under  his  own  name  in  1-oz  and  1-lb.  sealed  bottles, 
quality  guaranteed  P.G.  Ill  at  10s.  Qd.  and  8s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Bayer's  make  is  14s.  3d.  per  lb 

Phbnazone  still  cheaper.  We  have  heard  of  nothing 
being  sold  at  less  than  12s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  the  competition 
is  keen  and  the  lowest  price  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
reached.  The  German  patent  for  antipyrin  expires  on 
July  22,  and  there  is,  in  consequence,  some  excitement 
amongst,  buyers  in  Germany  also  as  to  what  the  price  will 
be.  On  that  point  a  Berlin  manufacturer  states  that  the 
reduction  will  be  at  least  one-half.  He  adds  that  salipyrin 
will  also  be  free  to  all  on  July  22.  The  French  patent  for 
antipyrin  expires  on  July  23. 

Quassia. — Weaker,  and  holders  are  not  inclined  to  quote, 
in  view  of  the  absence  of  demand.  The  last  price  paid  was 
5^.  5s.  for  logs,  but  less  would  now  be  taken. 

Quicksilver  — At  Black  Butte  Lane  County,  Oregon,  says 
the  British  Consul,  a  valuable  deposit  of  cinnabar  has  been 
opened,  which  reports  sav  can  be  worked  very  economically 
at  a  cost  of  10c.  per  lb.  This  is  probably  an  under-statement, 
but  the  deposits  are  said  to  be  very  large.  London  quotations 
unchanged. 

Quinine  Sulphate. — In  second-hands  there  have  been 
small  sales  of  new  B.  &  S.  at  10^d.  per  oz.,  but  10^  per  oz. 
is  the  common  second-hand  figure,  both  for  buyers  and 
sellers,  and  a  fair  volume  of  business  has  been  passing. 
Manufacturers  are  firm,  and  have  been  selling  well  for  con- 
sumption. The  market  closes  with  second-hand  holders  not 
so  firm  owing  to  the  large  Java  cinchona  shipments. 

Seeds. — About  10  tons  weevilled  Morocco  Coriander  were 
offered  on  Wednesday  without  reserve,  and  sold  at  5s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  The  price  of  good  old  seed  and  of  new  crop  is  8s.  per 
cwt.  Morocco  Fenugreek  is  being  offered  to  arrive,  but  with- 
out result  at  present.  Cumin  very  quiet,  but  the  price  of 
new  crop  has  risen  3s.  per  cwt.  in  Malta;  there  are  indica- 
tions of  a  good  crop  in  Morocco,  but  no  sales  have  yet  taken 
place.  Canary-seed  quite  neglected,  but  prices  steady. 
Caraways  dull  and  unchanged,  at  22s.  to  24s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  ordinary  dark  to  fine  pale. 

Shellac. — It  is  reported  from  Calcutta  that  higher  rates 
are  required  for  the  raw  material,  and  this  has  helped  to 
impede  business.  Auctions  were  held  in  London  on  Tuesday, 
only  231  cases  being  offered  and  86  cases  sold — viz  ,  second 
orange:  fair  bright  cakey  at  63s.,  ordinary  flat  red  at  61s., 
common  ditto  at  57s.  Common  thin  ruby  garnet  sold  without 
reserve  at  58s.  Button  without  reserve  :  fine  blood  at  87s., 
good  cakey  BLI  at  79s.  to  80s.,  middling  ditto  at  75s.,  ordi- 
nary thirds  at  61s.,  common  dark  at  37s.  to  45s.  Privately 
there  is  a  poor  demand  and  prices  are  steady. 

Spermaceti  is  obtainable  on  the  spot  at  Is.  2\\d.  per  lb. 

Spices. — There  has  been  more  activity  in  this  market 
during  the  past  week  than  for  a  long  time,  and  a  very  large 
speculative  business  has  been  done  in  both  black  and  white 
Pepper,  resulting  in  higher  prices  being  established.  Zanzi- 
bar Cloves  also,  which  were  neglected,  are  in  more  demand, 
and  about  Is.  M,.  per  lb.  dearer  than  our  last  week's  quota- 
tions. Other  spices  have  continued  dull,  but  there  are  in- 
dications of  a  rise  in  Pimento.  At  auction  on  Wednesday 
Cochin  Ginger,  although  not  much  was  offered,  met  with 
little  demand,  and  washed  rough  was  only  partly  sold  at 
barely  steady  prices  ;  2ls  to  22s.  for  good  plump,  ordinary 
at  19s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  cuttings  at  12s.  64.  per  cwt.  ;  34  cases 
B-cut  sold,  without  reserve,  at  60s  per  cwt.  Jamaica  about 
4.s.  per  cwt.  lower;  common  to  fair  was  sold  at  73s.  to  84s. 
per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  H-d.  per  lb.,  but 
sales  privately  at  3^d ,  and  October-December  delivery  at 


Hd.  per  lb.  Nutmegs  steady,  at  2s.  bd.  per  lb.  for  66's,  and 
at  Is.  9d.  for  78's.  Mace  quiet.  Pimento  firm  ;  odd  lots 
sold  at  H\d.  to  4|d.  per  lb.,  and  sales  of  200  bags  privately 
at  H\d.  per  lb.  for  fair.  Zanzibar  Chillies  steady;  fair  red, 
sea  damaged,  sold  at  27s.  per  cwt.  Black  Pepper  dearer  ; 
good  heavy  Alleppy  and  Tellicherry  partly  sold  at  4<}rf. 
per  lb.,  at  which  price  Singapore  is  selling  privately  on  the 
spot ;  to  arrive  4J^.  has  been  paid  for  August-October 
steamer,  but  there  are  sellers  at  the  price.  Lampong  bought 
in,  4~d.  per  lb.  being  refused.  White  also  dearer  ;  Penang 
sold  in  auction  at  l^d.  per  lb.,  and  distant  shipment  at  l\d. 
to  l\d.  per  lb. 

Sulphonal  is  so  difficult  to  get  that  8s.  3d.  per  lb.  has 
been  paid  to  a  secondhand  holder ;  but  7s.  3d,  remains 
the  makers'  price,  but  they  continue  to  supply  only  old 
customers. 

Sulphur  firmer ;  61.  15s.  to  11.  per  ton  is  the  spot  price 
for  flowers,  and  6/.  10s.  for  roll. 


Drug=auctions  in  London. 


The  sales  to-day  were  rather  thin  in  supplies,  recent  ex- 
perience, no  doubt,  preventing  larger  offerings.  Calumba 
was  voluminous,  and  ipecacuanha  also,  but  some  kinds  of 
sarsaparilla  are  scarce.  New  Canton  rhubarb  was  offered ; 
some  of  it  is  spongy  and  soft.  Fine  liver  Curacao  aloes  is 
scarce,  and  Cape  was  not  offered.  Senna  in  poor  supply. 
Cascarilla  is  scarce  and  dear  :  — 


Offered  Sold 

Aloes  (Curacao)  ...1385  ...  0 

Socotrine    79  ...  15 

Ambergris   8  ...  6 

Aniseed    51  ...  0 

Annatto-seed    29  ...  8 

Antimony   40  ...  0 

Asafetida    116  ...  24 

Balsam  copaiba  ...  34  ...  0 

Tolu    7  ...  0 

Benzoin    193  ...  44 

Bird-lime   8  ...  8 

Buchu    18  ...  18 

Calumba    616  ...  38 

Cannabis  indica  ...  20  ...  0 

Cardamoms   278  ...  223 

Cascarilla   10  ...  2 

Cassia  fishela    64  ...  0 

Castorum    ,   2  ...  2 

Cinchona    42  ...  39 

Civet   2  ...  0 

Coca-leaves    13  ...  5 

Cocculus  indicus  ...  100  ...  0 

Coiocynth   15  ...  0 

Croton-seed   1  ...  0 

Cubebs    120  ...  10 

Cumin-seed    84  ...  0 

Cuttlefish  bone   ...  93  ...  3 

Dill-seed    140  ...  0 

Dragon's-blood    ...  1  ...  0 

Elemi    25  ...  25 

Ergot  of  rye   12  ...  0 

Ess.  witch-hazel  ...  2  ...  0 

Fennel-seed   20  ...  0 

Galls    215  ...  0 

Gamboge    19  ...  0 

Gentian   26  ...  0 

Gum  ammoniacum  8  ...  0 

arabic   41  ...  0 

Honey    296  ...  47 

Insect-powder   10  ...  0 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.)  22  ...  11 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  38  ...  12 

Jalap   17  ...  0 

Kamala   22  ...  0 


Offered  Sold 

Kino    8  ...  0 

Kola-nuts    76  ...  0 

Lime-juice    52  ...  24 

Liquorice-juice   ...  3  ...  0 

Liquorice-root   25  ...  0 

Mastic    3  ...  0 

Menthol   2  ...  0 

Moss  (W.I.)    2  ...  0 

Musk   9  ...  4 

Myrrh    42  ...  0 

Nux  vomica   114  ...  0 

Oil,  bay   6  ...  0 

cajuput   14  ...  0 

castor   50  ...  0 

cinnamon    15  ...  2 

eucalyptus    ...  ..  42  ...  0 

nutmeg   6  ...  0 

peppermint    10  ...  0 

rose  (Bombay)  ...  6  ...  0 

wintergreen   2  ...  0 

Ylang-ylang   4  ...  0 

Orange-peel   44  ...  0 

Orris-root   34  ...  22 

Patchouli    19  ...  0 

Pistachio-nuts   2  ...  0 

Podophyllum  resin  36  ...  36 

Quince-seed   3  ...  0 

Rhatany    6  ...  0 

Rhubarb    153  ...  16 

Sandarac    5  ...  0 

Sarsaparilla   54  ...  7 

Scammony-root  ...  85  ...  0 

Senega    3  ...  3 

Senna   80  ...  47 

Soy                           11  ...  0 

Squills    15  ...  0 

Strophanthus-seeds  2  ...  0 

Tamarinds    2  ...  2 

Tonka-beans   10  ...  0 

Vanilla    63  ...  30 

Vermilion    2  ...  0 

Wax  (bees')    473  ...  58 

'(Japan)    50  ...  50 

Wild-cherrv  bark  .  1  ...  0 


The  sales  passed  off  quietly  and  generally  flat,  with  the 
following  variations  from  last  sale : — 

Cheaper. — Calumba,  Jamaica  honey,  beeswax,  and  Japan  wax. 

Dearer. — Ambergris,  cardamoms,  and  vanilla. 

Easier. — Curacao  aloes,  kola-nuts,  and  rhubarb. 

Firmer  or  Steady. — Ipecacuanhas,  senna  and  sarsaparilla. 
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Aloes. — Cape  was  not  offered.  Of  Cwacao  only  dark 
capey,  some  of  it  dull  and  overheated,  sold  at  14s.  to  15s. 
per  cwt.,  and  gourds  ditto  at  12s.  Ordinary  soft  Socotrine, 
in  barrel,  was  also  offered,  but  there  were  no  buyers. 

Ambergris. — In  poor  demand.  Fine  grey  is  held  for  90s., 
and  ordinary  at  60s.  to  65s.  per  oz  A  fair  grey  lot,  weighing 
13^  oz.,  sold,  after  brisk  bidding,  at  81s.  per  oz.  Five  tins 
of  stuff  called  "  ambergris  "  sold  at  5s.  per  oz. 

Annatto  Seeds. — Good  sound  of  bright  colour  sold  at  4d. 
per  lb.,  and  some  upon  which  no  reserve  was  placed  fetched 
1(2.  per  lb. 

Asafetida.  —  Little  business  doing  privately.  Publicly 
medium  grey,  slightly  pinky  block,  sold  at  70s.  to  72s.  per 
cwt. 

Balsam  of  Tolu. — For  fair  soft  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  was 
refused. 

Benzoin. — Easier,  but  little  done  in  auction.  Of  Siam  the 
only  kind  which  sold  was  low  brown  siftings  in  block,  at 
57s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  For  fair  seconds  Sumatra  61.  5s.  was 
wanted,  and  4Z.  10s.  to  51.  for  ordinary  ditto.  Some  barky 
and  poor  seconds,  small  palish  almonds  rather,  false  packed, 
sold  at  87s.  6d.  to  92s.  Qd. 

Birdlime. — Fair  Japanese  sold  at  3§d.  per  lb. 
Buchtj. — The  offers  were  confined  to  small  bright  green, 
round  leaves,  which  sold  at  4f  r/.  per  lb. 

Calumba  is  now  too  plentiful,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
bulk  of  the  arrivals  have  come  in,  and  that  little  more  will 
be  seen.  What  there  is  lacks  in  fineness.  Demand  was 
almost  absent  in  sale,  and  only  dark  sorts  sold,  at  17s. 
to  18s.  per  cwt.  For  fair  bold  yellow  root  40s.  to  45s.  is 
wanted. 

Cannabis  Indica. — For  fair  green  tops,  part  broken,, 
which  has  been  offered  at  Qd.,  there  was  no  bid. 

Caedamoms  — Firmer,  aad  about  Id.  per  lb.  higher. 
Medium  to  bold  Malabars,  of  fair  colour,  sold  at  2s.  Id.,  and 
for  smaller  ditto  2s  2d.  was  wanted.  Ceylon-  Hy  sores  were  in 
poor  supply,  but  there  were  a  few  fine  bold  parcels,  and 
most  of  the  medium  pods  were  full  seeded  and  sound.  The 
following:  prices  were  realised : — Bold  bright  pale,  full 
seeded,  3s.  Qd.  to  3s.  10d. ;  medium  ditto,  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  4<1 ; 
small  to  medium  pale  round,  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  8d. ;  fair  pale, 
mixed  sizes,  round  and  lean,  2s.  8d.  to  3s.  Hd.  ;  medium  to 
bold  brown  round,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  lOd. ;  medium  to  bold  pale 
lean,  2s.  Qd.  to  3s. ;  small  ditto,  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  5d  ;  small  to 
medium  brown  leans,  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  4(7.  ;  splits  and  pickings, 
Is.  lid.  to  2s.  Id.  Brown  seeds  of  full  flavour  sold  at 
2s.  10d.,  and  grey  at  2s.  8d. 

Cascaeilla-  baek  is  very  scarce.  Privately  25s.  per  cwt. 
is  wanted  for  fair  siftings,  22s.  Qd.  having  been  refused. 
Sound  bark  sells  for  45s.  There  is  no  lean  to  be  had.  In 
auction.   In  auction  two  bales  of  bold  quill  sold  at  45s. 

Castoeum. — Dry  medium-sized  pods  sold  at  19s.  and 
21s.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — Fair  bright  South  American  cultivated  Calisay  a 
bark  sold  at  8d.  per  lb.  for  sound,  Q^d.  for  first  damaged,  bd. 
for  seconds,  and  ^d.  for  thirds  ;  a  lot  of  the  latter,  almost 
black,  brought  3id.  Good  E.I.  hybrid  chips,  sold  at  2d. 
and  2%d. 

Civet. — Very  little  has  been  taken  out  of  the  warehouse 
recently,  so  small  is  the  request.  Ordinary  seconds  are  held 
for  lis.  to  12s.  per  oz.  No  bid  in  auction  for  two  horns  of 
fair. 

Coca-leaves. —  The  exports  from  Java  during  April 
amounted  to  85  bales,  and  from  July  1,  1897,  to  April  30, 
1898,  the  total  exports  were  948  bales.  In  1894  only  12 
bales  were  exported,  in  the  following  year 901,  and  four  more 
in  1895-6,  but  in  1896-7  the  exports  fell  to  825  bales.  Fine 
bright  Ceylons  sold  at  Id.  per  lb.,  and  Huanoco  (put  up 
without  reserve)  realised  4<2.  The  latter  was  partly  broken, 
but  of  fair  colour. 

Colocynth. — For  small  to  medium  pale  Turkey  Is. 
per  lb.  is  wanted,  and  6d.  for  second-class  damaged. 

Ceoton-seeds  are  still  high,  70s.  per  cwt.  being  refused  for 
a  fair  medium  seed. 


Cubebs. — Java  exported  135  piculs  of  cubebs  to  Singapore 
in  April.  The  total  exports  of  that  article  from  July  1  to 
April  30  duiing  the  past  five  years  have  been  in  piculs  as 
follows  : — 

1893-4       1894-5       1895-6      1896-7  1897-8 
3,334         3,452         2,682         2,188  5,263 

In  Loridon  almost  unsaleable  at  present,  but  25s.  was 
obtained  for  good  grey  sifted  berries  of  fair  flavour. 

Cuttlefish-bone  — Small  to  medium,  part  broken,  sold 
at  2\d.  per  lb.,  rough  ditto 

Deagon"s-blood  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  only  one  case 
of  ordinary  saucers  of  medium  colour  was  offered,  but  was 
not  bid  for.    There  is  none  to  be  had  in  Singapore. 

Eleml— Fair  soft  white  sold  at  25s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — A  change  to-day  over  recent  sales,  the 
offerings  being  confined  to  one  broker  who  for  bold,  sound 
Spanish  from  New  York  wanted  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Gamboge. — Fine  pipe  is  dearer,  91.  10s.  per  cwt.  having 
been  obtained  privately.  For  fair  colour,  broken  and  partly 
blocky  pipe,  71.  12v.  Qd.  to  81.  are  the  brokers'  prices. 

Gum  Ammoniacum. — 45s.  was  refused  for  fair  pale,  partly 
blocky  drop. 

Honey. — The  supplies  are  large,  and  buyers  appear  to  be 
stocked,  so  that  holders  are  disposed  to  take  less.  The 
following  prices  were  obtained: — Fair  Australian,  25s.  per 
cwt.  Jamaica,  fair  clear,  18s.  Qd.  to  19s.  ;  ditto,  seconds, 
part  set,  18s.  6d.  to  20s. ;  dark  ditto,  19s.  to  20s.  Qd. 

Insect-powder. — Two  lots  were  offered,  5/.  a  cwt.  being 
wanted  for  the  best  and  60s.  for  a  doubtful  lot. 

Ipecacuanha  Four  brokers  offered  Rio-root,  and  it  sold 

at  firm  rates — viz.,  9s.  per  lb.  for  good  sound  root,  rather 
wiry  to  fair  bold  but  slightly  damaged,  and  8s.  9d.  to  8s.  lid. 
for  rather  thin  and  stringy  ditto.  Good  stout  well-annulated 
Cartagena  sold  at  4s.  9d.  to  4s.  10d.,  and  business  has  also 
been  done  privately  at  the  higher  figure. 

Jalap. — The  offers  included  good  medium  Vera  Cruz 
tubers.  Five  pence  a  lb.  was  offered  for  sound  Vera  Cruz, 
but  Qd.  was  wanted. 

Kino. — All  sorts  were  in  fair  supply.  Good  ambery  East 
Indian  has  been  selling  privately  at  12s.  per  lb  No  sales  of 
any  kind  in  auction. 

Kola-nuts. — Very  flat,  the  demand  having  lately  gone 
off  considerably.  Sales  of  West  Indian  have  been  made 
privately  at  l^d.  to  2d.  per  lb. 

Lime-juice. — What  sold  was  mouldy  West  Indian,  which 
fetched  2d.  to  3d.  per  gallon. 

Liquoeic-eoot,  in  nice  cut  small  pieces  decorticated, 
can  be  bought  at  39s  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Mastic. — For  exceptionally  clear  pale  tears  Is.  IQd.  per 
lb.  was  wanted. 

Musk  is  tending  lower.  Privately,  fine  Pile  1  Tonquin 
pods  thin  blue  skins  are  held  for  73s.  per  oz.,  but  less  would 
be  taken.  Four  caddies  low  unsightly  and  damp  Pile  3 
pods  sold  at  lis.  Qd.  to  12s.  per  oz.  Pile  1  thin  skin  grey 
a  few  blues  broken  and  damp  were  taken  out  at  50s.  Pile  3 
of  same  at  36*.  One  bottle  of  grain  of  odioua  odour 
withdrawn. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  large  lot  of  pale  grey  buttons  was 
limited  at  10s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — 3s.  l\d.  per  bottle  would  buy. 

Oil,  Nutmeg. — Essential  oil,  distilled  in  Penang,  and  of 
good  quality,  may  be  bought  at  2\ d.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Ylang  Ylang. — Good  oil  was  limited  at  3s.  Qd 
per  oz. 

Orange-peel  is  lifeless,  but  a  fair  business  is  passing 
privately.  Only  very  ordinary  dark  peel  was  offered, 
and  no  sales  were  made.  The  following  are  the  prices 
wanted  ;  dull  quarters  4<2.,  dark  thick  strip  5d..  dull  thin  strip 
Maltese  Q\d.,  fair  to  poor  bright  do.  Id.  to  8d.  All  the  peel, 
was  more  or  less  dull. 

Obris- root  —  Quiet,  but  firm.    Florentine  extra  picked  is 
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quoted  at  43s.  per  cwt,  c.i.f.,  and  sorts  35s.  6d.  Good  white 
Florentine  sold,  without  reserve,  at  33s.  per  cwt. 

Patchouli. — Sand-damaged  leaves  were  limited  at  2\d. 
per  lb.,  and  good  sound,  but  dry,  at  4<Z. 

Podophyllum. — Thirty-six  5-lb.  tins  of  McKesson  &  Rob- 
bins's  res.  podophylli.,  of  bright  yellow  colour,  and  largely 
insoluble,  sold  at  7s.  to  7s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Rhatany. — A  parcel  consisting  of  Peruvian  and  Savanilla 
root,  from  the  Continent  was  offered.  No  more  than  5d.  was 
bid,  and  the  lot  was  withdrawn. 

Rhubarb. — The  offerings  included  new  Canton,  some  of 
which  was  softish,  and  medium  to  bold  round  of  that  cha- 
racter was  limited  at  lid.  per  lb.  Small  to  medium  ditto 
hard,  of  fair  fracture,  sold  at  Is.  3d.,  trimming  ditto  Is.  2d.  to 
Is.  5d.,  and  common  rough  high  dried  sold  at  6\d.  For 
good  bold  Skensi,  round,  three-quarters  pink  and  one-quarter 
grey  fracture,  3s.  is  wanted,  and  Is.  9d.  for  fine  small  to 
medium  round  with  good  fracture,  and  2s.  5d.  for  good 
druggists'  trimming,  compact,  good.  The  only  parcel  which 
sold  consisted  of  2  cases  high  .dried  Shensi,  half  grey,  half 
dark,  for  which  lOd.  was  paid. 

Sabsaparilla.—  Values  are  well  maintained.  No  Guaya- 
quil is  to  be  had,  and  the  market  is  almost  bare  of  Honduras, 
for  which  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  is  wanted.  Jamaica,  good 
fibtous  grey  sold  at  Is.  3d,.,  and  Is  6d.  for  damaged;  ditto 
red  at  8kd.,  and  dull  native  red  at  Id.  Lima  Jamaica  was 
limited  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  4d.,  according  to  quality. 

Senega. — Rather  bold  chumpy  Manitoba,  No.  1,  sold  at 
ll%d.  per  lb. 

Senna. — By  the  stea/mer  Oriental  due  here  on  July  11, 
150  bales  Tmnevelty  are  expected.  These  will  probably  be 
offered  in  the  next  auctions  The  small  offerings  in  to-day's 
sales  were  again  of  the  lower  quality,  which  sold  at  2d.  per 
lb.  Second-hand  lots  bought  in.  Pods  sold  at  Id.  to  l^d. 
Alexandrian  dark  sif tings  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Good  broken 
leaf  sold  privately  at  ^\d.  per  lb. 

Squills. — Good  bright  slice  can  be  bought  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Strophanthus. — Kombe  seeds  were  limited  at  3s.  3d. 
per  lb. 

Tamarinds. — Dark  West  Indian  sold  at  10s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla.  —  The  following  are  some  of  the  prices 
obtained  : — For  Mauritius  fine  4£  to  5  inches,  15s.  6d.  to  16s. 
fairly  frosty.  From  6  to  7  inches,  part  frosty,  14s.  6d.  to 
16s. '  Fine  frosted  8  to  8|  inches,  22s.  6d.  Short  sizes.  12s. 
to  14s.  For  Madagascar  we  noted  the  following  :  44  to  5f 
inches,  13s.  ;  6  to  7  inches,  15s. 

Wax  (Bees'). — In  poor  demand,  and  sold  at  5s.  to  7s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  lower.  For  Calcutta,  fine  bleached,  61.  12s  6d.  was 
wanted.  Good  hard  fair-coloured  Jamaica,  sold  at  6/.  15s.  ; 
good  average  ditto,  61.  17s  6d.  to  11.  Madagascar,  dark 
yellow  to  brownish,  was  sold  at  6/.  subject,  and  Zanzihar, 
yellow  to  orange,  61.  2s,  6d.  to  61.  7s.  6d. ;  earthy  ditto,  at 
57.  to  51.  17s.  6d.  subject. 

Wax  (Japan). — A  shade  cheaper  ;  34s.  per  cwt.  will  buy 
on  the  spot,  and  32s.  6d.  c.i.f.  Fifty  cases  good  quality  sold 
without  reserve  at  32s.  and  32s.  6(2.  per  cwt. 


Westminster  Ifltfltsoom. 


The  Poisonous  Substances  Bill — Third  Reading 
and  Amendment. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Friday,  July  1,  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Poisons  Bill 

Lord  Herschell :  I  do  not  know  whether  the  noble  Duke  is 
aware  that  the  Bill  will  be  so  stringent  as  to  interfere  with 
the  sale  of  disinfectants.  Articles  of  that  kind  are  very 
much  used  at  the  present  time,  and  their  use  will  be  checked 
by  this  Bill.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  point  has  been 
considered. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  :  It  is  with  regard  to  this  matter 
that  I  am  about  to  move  an  amendment  which  is  intended 
to  meet  the  point.  Communications  have  been  made  to  the 
Council  that  the  Bill  as  drawn  will  interfere  with  the  sale  of 


disinfecting-powders  extensively  used,  and  I  therefore  pro- 
pose to  insert  the  word  "liquid"  before  preparations  in  the 
schedule. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was 
then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Poisons  Act  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  Field  (St.  Patrick's,  Dublin)  has  given  notice  of  a 
question  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  which  he  proposes  to  ask  on  Monday  next,  in  reference 
to  an  inquest  held  at  Belfast  on  May  18  last  on  the  body 
of  a  man  named  Patterson,  when  it  was  proved  that  Patterson 
was  supplied  with  a  scheduled  poison  at  an  establishment  in 
Mill  Street,  Belfast,  owned  by  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited) 
that,  he  was  given  the  poison  without  the  statutory  require- 
ment of  knowledge  by  or  introduction  to  the  seller  or  the 
signing  of  the  book  kept  for  the  registration  of  such  sales. 
And  Mr.  Field  will  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  will  explain 
why,  although  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  drew 
the  attention  of  the  Inspector  General  of  Constabulary  to 
the  matter,  he  has  replied  that  it  has  been  decided  that  they 
would  not  undertake  prosecutions  of  this  kind. 

Pharmacy  Bill. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Thursday  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment 
Bill  He  said :  My  Lords,  the  objects  of  this  Bill  are,  I 
think,  so  clearly  and  fully  set  forth  in  the  memorandum 
accompanying  the  Bill,  that  I  need  do  no  more  than  move 
that  it  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time  without  discussion. 


flfcore  Ittcw  Companies. 


Halifax  and  District  Mineral-water  Manufac- 
turers' Association  (Limited). — Capital  50,000/.,  in  11. 
shares  (15,000  deferred).  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on 
the  business  of  manufacturers  of  mineral-waters,  essences, 
cordials,  &c,  carried  on  by  Allott  Brothers  and  Walter 
Spencer,  both  of  Sowerby  Bridge,  and  by  G.  Bullock,  Inman 
Brothers,  Walter  Medley,  Harry  Stocks,  R.  Stocks,  J. 
Thompson,  and  Walshaw  and  Scott,  all  of  Halifax.  The 
first  directors  are  Jonathan  Allott,  Daniel  I.  Clay,  Allan 
Haigh,  George  Tyson,  and  John  W.  Walshaw. 

Woolleys  (Limited.) — Capital  5,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  drug-merchant,  dry- 
salter,  oil  and  colour  man,  patent-medicine  vendor,  and 
seedsman,  carried  on  by  Wm.  Woolley  at  Blackburn,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  &c. 
The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are : — Wm. 
Wooliey,  drysalter,  and  Mrs.  Eleanor  Woolley,  34  Audley 
Range,  Blackburn  ;  Edward  Woolley,  gentleman,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Woolley,  Miss  Eliza  Woolley,  Miss  Ellen  Woolley, 
and  George  F.  Woolley,  traveller,  all  of  252  New  Hall  Lane, 
Preston.  The  first  directors  are  William  Woolley  (chair- 
man and  managing  director)  and  Mrs.  Eleanor  Woolley. 
Registered  office,  36  Audley  Range,  Blackburn. 

Sanitas  Company  (Limited).— Capital  148000?.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  the  Sanitas 
Company  (Limited),  incorporated  in  1878,  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  the  said  company  and  its  liquidator,  and  to 
manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  deodorants,  disinfectants,  and 
antiseptics,  and  all  kinds  of  preserving,  disinfecting,  bleach- 
ing, chemical,  medical,  and  sanitary  articles.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are : — C.  T.  Kingzett, 
Elmstead  Knoll,  Chislehurst,  Kent,  chemical-manufacturer  ; 
C.  E.  Russell,  Nettlestone,  St.  John's  Road,  East  Molesey, 
gentleman  ;  G.  J.  Palmer,  8  Ferncliff  Road,  Dalston,  clerk  ; 
C.  Gerhardt,  121  Mount  View  Road,  Stroud  Green,  N., 
manager ;  F.  H.  Harris.  29  Queen's  Road,  Leytonstone, 
clerk;  J  Rendell,  Maisonette,  Churchfields,  South  Woodford, 
hosier:  W.  K.  Summers,  38  Cornhill,  E.C.,  hosier.  The  first 
directors  are  Frederick  H.  L.  R.  Moll,  Maximilian  Zingler, 
Charles  T.  Kingzett,  and  Charles  E.  Russell.  Qualification, 
400/.  Remuneration,  200/.  each  per  annum,  and  250/.  for 
the  chairman. 


